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reduce  transportation  impacts  from  temporary  lane  closures  and  circulation  system  disruptions  to  a 
less‐than‐significant level.  

 

Table B.3.16‐3.  Temporary Lane Closures Associated with Subtransmission and Telecommunication 
Infrastructure Installation 

Roadways in the Ridgecrest Area Roadways in the Argus/Trona Area 
 Downs Street between Church Avenue and Ridgecrest 

Boulevard 
 Ridgecrest Boulevard between Downs Street and Jacks 

Ranch Road 
 Jacks Ranch Road between Ridgecrest Boulevard and 

Inyokern Boulevard 
 Inyokern Boulevard (Highway 178) between Jacks Ranch 

Road and the Inyokern Substation (near Highway 395) 
 Church Avenue between Downs Street and San 

Bernardino Boulevard 
 San Bernardino Boulevard between Church Avenue and 

Ridgecrest Boulevard (Highway 178) 
 Springer Avenue between the vicinity of Jacks Ranch Road 

and the vicinity of San Bernardino Boulevard (all portions of 
Springer Avenue where residences are present) 

 Trona Road/Highway 178 between approximately Beech 
Road and the vicinity of 1st Avenue 

 1st Street between the vicinity of Trona Dump Road and H 
Street 

 H Street between 1st and 5th Streets 
 B Street between 4th and 7th Streets  
 7th Street between A Street and Acacia Street 
 Acacia Street between Highway 178 and 7th Street 

Source:  SCE, 2010c. 

Temporary traffic slowdowns may occur while large slow‐moving equipment is moved over public road‐
ways  to  the  construction  sites.  By  law,  the  heavy  loads would  require  SCE  to  obtain  transportation 
permits  from  the  local  jurisdictions  and  Caltrans,  as  appropriate.  Typical  stipulations  of  each 
transportation permit would be to designate the haul routes to be taken, require a traffic control service 
to be used, and require SCE to repair any damage caused to any restricted  load  limited streets. As SCE 
would obtain and adhere to all necessary transportation related permits, impacts related to congestion 
and  potential  roadway  damage  caused  by  Project‐related  truck  traffic  is  considered  to  be  less  than 
significant. 

In  summary,  considering  the  short‐term  and  temporary nature of  the  construction  activities  and  the 
recommended mitigation measures,  transportation  impacts  during  construction would  be  less‐than‐
significant. 

Operation.  As  discussed  in  Section  B.1.12,  Operation  and  Maintenance,  during  operation  of  the 
proposed substation work crews would only visit the substation two to three times per month for rou‐
tine maintenance. As such, the permanent increase in traffic would not be substantial when compared 
to average daily volumes along  the utilized  roadways and  freeways presented  in Tables B.3.16‐1 and 
B.3.16‐2. In the event maintenance or emergency repairs required temporary lane closures or oversized 
loads,  it  is assumed SCE would obtain all required permits (if necessary) for these activities. Therefore, 
project operation would  result  in a  less‐than‐significant  impact on  the performance of  the circulation 
system.  

Mitigation Measure for Construction Traffic 

T‐1  Prepare  Construction  Traffic  Control  Plan  and  Implementation  Program.  SCE  shall  consult 
with Kern County, San Bernardino County, Caltrans, the city of Ridgecrest, as well as Searles 


