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Table B.3.3‐3. EKAPCD and MDAQMD Significance Thresholds 

 Daily Emissions (lbs/day)  Total Project Emissions (Tons) 
 NOx VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 SO2 NOx VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 SO2 

EKAPCD Significance Thresholds 137a 137a -- -- -- -- 25 25 -- 15 -- 27 
MDAQMD Significance Thresholds 137 137 548 82 82 137 25 25 100 15 15 25 

Source: Kern County, 1996; MDAQMD, 2009. 
a – Daily EKAPCD significance thresholds are applicable to indirect vehicle trip emissions only. The proposed project does not create indirect 

trip generation, such as a housing project, so the project does not have the potential to create significant impacts for the daily EKAPCD 
significance criteria.   

 
 

Table B.3.3‐4. Estimated Construction Emissions 

 Daily Emissions (lbs/day) a Total Project Emissions (Tons) 
 NOx VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 SO2 NOx VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 SO2 

Substation             

Construction Equipment & Vehicle n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 1.35 0.17 0.66 0.07 0.06 0.001 
Fugitive Dust n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- -- -- 0.94 0.50 -- 
Motor Vehicle Trips 0.43 0.43 4.21 0.045 0.029 0.005 0.006 0.006 0.060 0.001 0.000 0.000 

115 kV Relay Upgrade             

Construction Equipment & Vehicle n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 3.72 0.36 1.33 0.15 0.14 0.004 
Fugitive Dust n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- -- -- 1.62 0.86 -- 
Motor Vehicle Trips 1.51 1.52 14.75 0.159 0.101 0.019 0.008 0.008 0.078 0.001 0.001 0.000 

Fiber Optic Telecom System             

Construction Equipment & Vehicle n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 0.62 0.07 0.26 0.03 0.01 0.007 
Fugitive Dust n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -- -- -- 0.41 0.24 -- 
Motor Vehicle Trips 0.19 0.19 1.86 0.020 0.02 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.021 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Project Total 2.15 2.15 20.82 0.224 0.142 0.026 5.71 0.62 2.34 3.22 1.81 0.01 
EKAPCD Significance Thresholds n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 25 25 -- 15 -- 27 
MDAQMD Significance Thresholds 137 137 548 82 82 137 25 25 100 15 15 25 
Exceeds Significance Thresholds? No No No No No No No No No No No No 

Notes: Annual emissions from motor vehicle trips are estimated by staff as presented in Appendix 3. 
Source: SCE, 2011 - Data Request 2-9; SCE, 2010a; Appendix 3. 
(a) Indirect vehicle trip emissions only.  

As shown  in Table B.3.3.4, the Proposed Project’s construction emissions would not exceed any of the 
significance  thresholds established by EKAPCD and MDAQMD. Therefore,  the Proposed Project would 
have less than significant impacts during construction. 

DURING OPERATIONS, LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT. The Proposed Project would not add any new facilities, 
but would upgrade and expand the existing Downs Substation, route an existing transmission  line  into 
and out of the substation, and add fiber optic telecommunication cable to existing 115 kV poles (with six 
replacement  poles).  Therefore,  the  Proposed  Project  should  not  require  additional  operations/ 
maintenance efforts. In addition, the Proposed Project would not have any stationary emissions sources 
during operations. The operating emissions would be the same as the existing emissions generated from 
vehicles usage during periodic inspection, maintenance, and repair activities. For the Downs Substation, 


