
Downs Substation Expansion Project 
B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

 
July 2012 B.1-51 Final MND/Initial Study 

construction crew would walk up and climb the pole. The nylon rope line would be threaded 
through the suspension support block. This threading process would continue between all 
structures of a particular set of spans selected for the cable pull. 

 Step 4.  Pulling. The nylon rope line would be attached to the fiber optic telecommunication 
cable and, using the specified cable tension, a pull would occur through all structures of a 
particular set of spans selected for the cable pull.  

 Step 5.  Splicing. After the fiber optic telecommunication cable has been pulled in, each cable 
pull section would be spliced together. Once the splicing has been completed, slack fiber optic 
telecommunication cable used in the splicing process would be coiled to the overhead structure 
or laced to the fiber optic telecommunication cable spans. 

The proposed laydown area for fiber optic telecommunication cable construction activities would be at 
the Ridgecrest Service Center. If approved, the crews would utilize Ridgecrest Service Center as a 
laydown area for all material for the proposed fiber optic telecommunication cable, which would be 
delivered by truck. Material would be placed inside the perimeter of the fenced Ridgecrest Service 
Center in a designated area during construction. The majority of the truck traffic would use major 
streets and would be scheduled for off-peak traffic hours. All construction debris would be placed in 
appropriate on-site containers and periodically disposed of off site in accordance with all applicable 
regulations of the local jurisdiction. 

Telecommunication Equipment Construction Schedule and Typical Construction Equipment 

Approximately 99 man-days would be required to complete the telecommunication equipment 
installation at the previously mentioned existing SCE locations. Technician crew size would vary 
depending on final project schedule timelines. Anticipated telecommunication construction personnel 
and equipment are summarized below in Table B.1-2. 

 
Table B.1-2. Telecommunication Construction Personnel and Equipment 

Construction Element Number of 
Man-days Equipment Requirements Location 

Equipment / Circuit installation 15 1 – Van or Truck, (1 Ton – Gas) per 
two technicians Inyokern Substation 

Equipment / Circuit installation 23 1 – Van or Truck, (1 Ton – Gas) per 
two technicians Downs Substation 

Equipment / Circuit installation 15 1 – Van or Truck, (1 Ton – Gas) per 
two technicians 

Ridgecrest Service 
Center 

Equipment / Circuit installation 23 1 – Van or Truck, (1 Ton – Gas) per 
two technicians Searles Substation 

Equipment / Circuit installation 23 1 – Van or Truck, (1 Ton – Gas) per 
two technicians McGen Substation 

 

Fiber Optic Telecommunication Cable Construction Schedule and Typical Construction Equipment 

Approximately 300 man-days or 60 crew days (5-man crew) would be required to complete the 
Proposed Project fiber optic telecommunication cable construction. Construction would be performed 
by SCE Energy Curtailment Specialists construction crews and/or contractors. Anticipated fiber optic 
telecommunication cable construction personnel and equipment are summarized below in Table B.1-3. 
 


