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Table B.1-4. Applicant Proposed Measures (APMs) 

APM Number Issue Area 
Biological Resources 

APM BR-1 In areas where the six subtransmission pole replacements would occur and where the telecommunication 
cable would be strung, the speed limits on all unpaved areas of the Proposed Project would be a maximum 
of 15 mph. 

APM BR-2 A Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) would be prepared, and all construction crews and 
contractors would be required to participate in WEAP training prior to starting work on the project. The WEAP 
training would include a review of the special status species and other sensitive resources that could exist in 
the Project site and vicinity, the locations of the sensitive biological resources, their legal status and 
protections, and measures to be implemented for avoidance of these sensitive resources. A record of all 
personnel trained would be maintained. 

APM BR-3 Pre-construction biological clearance surveys including surveys and monitoring would be performed to avoid 
or minimize impacts on special status plants, breeding birds, or wildlife species. 

APM BR-4 All replaced poles would be designed to be avian-safe in accordance with the Suggested Practices for Raptor 
Protection on Power Lines:  The State of the Art in 2006 (APLIC, 2006). 

APM BR-5 During the installation of fiber optic telecommunication cable and subtransmission poles, potential habitat for 
the desert tortoise and Mohave ground squirrel will be avoided to the extent feasible. This will be 
accomplished through restricting vehicles to previously established access roads, with the oversight of 
biological monitors, and accessing the poles via bucket truck or climbing of the poles. In addition, the 
qualified biological monitors, who will be responsible for avoiding impacts to nesting migratory birds (including 
burrowing owls) and drainages during construction through the use of appropriate mitigation measures, as 
determined by the a qualified monitoring biologist. 

Cultural Resources 
APM CR-1 An archaeologist would monitor the grubbing, pad preparation, and construction earthwork in the event that a 

significant buried deposit is inadvertently encountered during construction activity at the location of the 
Downs Substation expansion. In such case, SCE would develop an archaeological monitoring plan describing 
archaeological monitoring activities and treatment of any unanticipated discoveries, as warranted. 

B.1.14 Other Permits and Approvals 
The CPUC is the lead agency for CEQA review of this Proposed Project. In accordance with CPUC General 
Order No. 131-D, SCE prepared and submitted a Proponent’s Environmental Assessment as part of its 
application for a Permit to Construct (PTC). The CPUC has exclusive authority to approve or deny SCE’s 
application; however, various permits from other agencies may also need to be obtained by SCE for the 
Proposed Project. If the CPUC issues a PTC, it would provide overall project approval and certify 
compliance of the Proposed Project with CEQA. In addition to the PTC, Table B.1-5 summarizes the 
permits from other federal, State, and local agencies that may be needed for the Proposed Project. 
 

Table B.1-5. Permits that May Be Required for the Proposed Downs Substation Expansion Project 

Agency Jurisdiction Requirements 
Federal/State Agencies 

California Department of Transportation Highways and State-owned 
roadways 

Transportation Permit for movement of vehi-
cles that may qualify as an oversized or 
excessive load (if required) 

California Office of Historic Preservation Consultation (through CEQA 
review process) 

Cultural resources management 
(if appropriate) 
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Table B.1-5. Permits that May Be Required for the Proposed Downs Substation Expansion Project 

Agency Jurisdiction Requirements 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) – Lahontan Region 

National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System, 
Construction General Permit 
Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

Submittal of Notice of Intent (NOI) to 
Regional Board and preparation of SWPPP 

RWQCB – Lahontan Region Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) for 
mineral oil in transformers 

Calculation of containment requirements and 
system design 

California Department of Fish and Game Endangered species 
consultation 

Consultation on State-listed species; possible 
impacts to threatened and endangered 
species 

 Local/Regional Agencies  
City of Ridgecrest Building and Grading Permits 

and Safety Requirements  
Ministerial approval for construction of new 
facilities 

City of Ridgecrest Roadway Encroachment 
and/or Transportation Permit 

Ministerial approval for possible closure of 
roads for transportation of heavy or oversized 
equipment and construction of facilities 
within public roadway right-of-way 

Kern County Roadway Encroachment 
and/or Transportation Permit 

Ministerial approval for possible closure of 
roads for transportation of heavy or oversized 
equipment and construction of facilities 
within public roadway right-of-way 

San Bernardino County Roadway Encroachment 
and/or Transportation Permit 

Ministerial approval for possible closure of 
roads for transportation of heavy or oversized 
equipment and construction of facilities 
within public roadway right-of-way 

 

 


