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Overall Visual Change is a concluding assessment as to the degree of change that would be caused by a 
project. Overall visual change is derived by combining the three equally weighted factors of visual 
contrast, project dominance, and view blockage. Overall visual change can range from Low to High. 

Under the VS-VC methodology, the degree of impact significance is a function of overall visual sensitivity 
and visual change. Table B.3.1-1, below, illustrates the general interrelationship between visual sensitivity 
and visual change and is used as a consistency check between individual KOP evaluations. Actual 
parameter determinations (e.g., visual contrast, project dominance, and view blockage) are based on 
analyst experience and site-specific circumstances. 

While the interrelationships presented in Table B.3.1-1 are intended as guidance only, it is reasonable to 
conclude that lower visual sensitivity ratings paired with lower visual change ratings will generally 
correlate well with lower degrees of impact significance when viewed in the field. Conversely, higher 
visual sensitivity ratings paired with higher visual change ratings will tend to result in higher degrees of 
visual impact. 

Implicit in this rating methodology is the acknowledgment that, for a visual impact to be considered signifi-
cant, two conditions generally exist: (1) the existing landscape is of reasonably high quality and is relatively 
valued by viewers and (2) the perceived incompatibility of one or more project elements or 
characteristics tends toward the high extreme, leading to a substantial reduction in visual quality. 
 

Table B.3.1-1.  Visual Sensitivity–Visual Change Guidance for Review of Impact Significance 

OVERALL VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY 

OVERALL VISUAL CHANGE 

Low Low-to-Moderate Moderate Moderate-to-
High High 

Low Not Significant1 Not Significant Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Low-to-Moderate Not Significant Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Moderate Adverse but Less 
Than Significant2 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Moderate-to-High Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Significant4 

High Adverse but Less 
Than Significant 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant3 

Adverse and 
Potentially 
Significant 

Significant4 Significant 

1 Not Significant Impacts may or may not be perceptible but are considered minor in the context of existing landscape characteristics and view 
opportunity. 

2 Adverse but Less Than Significant Impacts are perceived as negative but do not exceed environmental thresholds. 
3 Adverse and Potentially Significant Impacts are perceived as negative and may exceed environmental thresholds depending on project and 

site-specific circumstances. 
4 Significant Impacts with feasible mitigation may be reduced to levels that are less than significant or avoided all together. Without mitigation, 

significant impacts would exceed environmental thresholds. 


