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Table B.3.12-1.  Downs Substation Ambient Noise Levels 

Recorded Time of Noise 
Level (a.m.) 

Measured 1-hour Noise 
Level (dBA Leq) 

Recorded Time of Noise 
Level (p.m.) 

Measured 1-hour Noise 
Level (dBA Leq) 

12:00 a.m. 56.3 12:00 p.m. 64.4 

1:00 a.m. 54.8 1:00 p.m. 66.0 

2:00 a.m. 55.2 2:00 p.m. 64.3 

3:00 a.m. 54.6 3:00 p.m. 64.5 

4:00 a.m. 55.6 4:00 p.m. 64.8 

5:00 a.m. 58.9 5:00 p.m. 65.0 

6:00 a.m. 61.1 6:00 p.m. 65.0 

7:00 a.m. 60.9 7:00 p.m. 64.4 

8:00 a.m. 68.1 8:00 p.m. 65.3 

9:00 a.m. 62.6 9:00 p.m. 64.6 

10:00 a.m. 60.1 10:00 p.m. 64.4 

11:00 a.m. 64.5 11:00 p.m. 64.3 
Notes: The 24-hour noise monitor was programmed to record continuously throughout a typical weekday on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 
Source:  SCE, 2010a. 

Noise Sensitive Areas. Noise sensitive uses are distributed throughout the Project area. Residences can 
be found near many of the proposed work sites, especially within the city of Ridgecrest and the 
communities of Argus and Trona. Schools, religious facilities, and parks are also present and would be 
considered sensitive receptors. For a geographic reference to the following receptor descriptions, please 
refer to Figure B.9 (Proposed 115-kV Subtransmission Line Routes in the Vicinity of the Project area) and 
Figure B.11 (Overview of the Proposed Fiber Optic Telecommunication Cable Route) in Section B.1, 
Project Description. 

Proposed Downs Substation Area. Most of the residentially zoned land parcels in the vicinity of the 
proposed Downs Substation expansion are currently vacant. The nearest residential sensitive receptor is 
located approximately 660 feet northwest of the northwest corner of the existing substation across 
Ridgecrest Boulevard; this receptor would be approximately 415 feet north-northwest of the proposed 
Downs Substation expansion (SCE, 2010b). Other residential sensitive receptors are located more than 
900 feet to the south-southwest and south-southeast (SCE, 2010b). Non-residential sensitive receptors 
in the vicinity of the proposed Downs Substation expansion include students at the Ridgecrest Charter 
School (located 1,400 feet to the south) and children using the Kerr McGee Youth Sports Complex 
located immediately adjacent to the southern boundary of the proposed Downs Substation expansion 
site (SCE, 2010b). There are no identified health care facilities or concentrated populations of elderly 
people in the vicinity of the proposed Downs Substation expansion site. 

115-kV Subtransmission Line and Fiber Optic Telecommunications Cable within the city of Ridgecrest 
Planning Area. The proposed Downs-McGen-Searles 115-kV subtransmission line segment would be 
located adjacent to land designated and zoned for industrial, residential, commercial, and recreational 
uses. The land use along this segment is largely suburban in nature with zoning for single-family housing 
interspersed by multi-family residential, general commercial, and lands zoned for schools and 
recreational facilities. There are several identified non-residential sensitive receptors along this 


