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c. Would the Project result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
Project vicinity above levels existing without the Project? 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT. As discussed above in Section B.3.12(a), permanent operational noise 
associated with Project equipment in excess of existing ambient noise levels is limited to modeling 
receptor number six located along the northern property line. The land located nearest to this location is 
separated from the substation by Ridgecrest Boulevard and is zoned for commercial use, which is not 
considered a noise sensitive land use receptor according to Section 3.2 of the Kern County General Plan 
Noise Element. As shown in Figure B.3.12-2, the adjacent parcels to the north and south of the Downs 
Substation would be subject to a 60 dBA level contour. The land located north is zoned for commercial 
use, and is not considered a noise sensitive land use receptor. While the land to the south is a 
recreational use, this contour extends only slightly into a baseball outfield and is not expected to be 
noticeable over existing ambient conditions (64.5 dBA Leq daytime and 58.8 dBA Leq 
nighttime)presented in Table B.3.12-1. Because of this, both daytime and nighttime substation noise (as 
presented in Table B.3.12-2) is not expected to result in a significant increase to the ambient noise level 
over existing conditions.  

As discussed above in Section B.3.12(a), operation of the proposed 115-kV subtransmission line 
segments and fiber optic telecommunication cable would generate less noise than ambient conditions. 
Because maintenance and repair activities would involve limited amounts of activities for only brief 
amounts of time, they would not contribute to any permanent increase in ambient noise in the area. In 
summary, less-than-significant noise impacts from Project operation would occur with regards to a 
substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the Project vicinity above levels existing 
without the Project. 

d. Would the Project result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in 
the Project vicinity above levels existing without the Project? 

 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED. Typical maximum noise levels for 
anticipated construction equipment to be used for the Proposed Project at 50 feet from the source are 
shown in Table B.3.12-3. 

Table B.3.12-3. Typical Construction Equipment Noise Levels 

Equipment Noise Level (dBA) at 50 Feet 
Backhoe 80 

Concrete Mixer 85 
Pump Truck 82 

Crane, Mobile 85 
Dozer 85 

Excavator 85 
Generator 82 

Grader 85 
Man Lift 85 
Loader 80 
Paver 85 
Roller 85 

Scraper 85 
Trucks 80-84 

Source:  SCE, 2010a. 

As shown in Table B.3.12-3, the maximum intermittent construction equipment noise levels are 
expected to range between 80 and 85 dBA at approximately 50 feet. Based on construction noise 


