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B.3.17 Utilities and Service Systems  
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
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a. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board?     

b. Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the con-
struction of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c. Require or result in the construction of new stormwater drainage 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental effects? 

    

d. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from 
existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

    

e. Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider 
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to 
the provider’s existing commitments? 

    

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs?     

g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste?     

Significance criteria established by CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G. 

B.3.17.1 Setting 

Utility and service system facilities associated with 
electricity, domestic (potable) water, stormwater, solid 
waste, communications, and natural gas are provided and 
maintained by a variety of local purveyors, including the 
city of Ridgecrest, counties, special districts, water 
agencies, and private companies. Utilities such as domestic 
water, wastewater and stormwater sewers, and natural 
gas are usually transmitted via underground pipelines or 
conduits. Electrical and telecommunication services can be 
installed underground or overhead on utility poles. Most 
urban utility and public service infrastructure exists within 
public rights of way. The existing Downs Substation, the 
subtransmission lines, and the fiber optic 
telecommunication cable upgrades would be located 
within the city of Ridgecrest and the unincorporated 
communities of Inyokern, China Lake Acres, Argus, and 
Trona in the Counties of Kern and San Bernardino. Table B.3.17-1 lists applicable utility providers, and 
Table B.3.17-2 provides the capacity of the Ridgecrest Landfill, which would be used for solid waste 
disposal for the Proposed Project. 

 

Table B.3.17-1.  Utility Providers  

Natural gas – Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), 
Southern California Gas Company, Amerigas 
Propane 
Electricity – PG&E, Southern California Edison 
Water – Indian Wells Valley Water District, 
Searles Domestic Water District 
Wastewater – City of Ridgecrest Waste Water 
Treatment., Inyokern Community Services 
District 
Telephone – Verizon 
Solid Waste – Ridgecrest Sanitation, Benz 
Sanitation 
Landfills Used:  Ridgecrest Landfill, Trona-Argus 
Transfer Station 

Sources: City of Ridgecrest, 2011; Ridgecrest Chamber 
of Commerce, 2011 


