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Table B.3.17-2.  Landfill Capacity 

Landfill Name 

Total 
Capacity 

(cubic yards) 

Remaining 
Capacity 

(cubic yards) 

Remaining 
Capacity 
(percent) 

Maximum 
Throughput 
(tons/day) 

Ridgecrest Landfill  5,992,700  5,000,898 83.4 701 
Source: CIWMB, 2011. 

B.3.17.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

a. Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water 
Quality Control Board? 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT. The Project area is within the jurisdiction of the South Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). Currently, the substation expansion site is undeveloped vacant 
land that does not generate wastewater. Minimal wastewater would be generated by workers during con-
struction, primarily for dust control. However, the construction-related increase in wastewater would be 
temporary and represent a very small fraction of the permitted flow for the wastewater treatment 
capability within the city of Ridgecrest. Therefore, construction related to the proposed substation 
expansion and the routing of the subtransmission line would not adversely affect the treatment plant that 
would receive the wastewater. Similarly, construction activities associated with the fiber optic 
telecommunication cable upgrades would generate minimal wastewater as a result of watering for dust 
control. Upon completion of construction, the Proposed Project would not generate wastewater 
because the proposed substation would be an unstaffed, automated facility. Therefore, volume and 
quality of Project wastewater would not exceed the treatment requirements of the RWQCB, and this 
impact would be less than significant. 

b. Would the project require, or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT. Construction of the Proposed Project would generate minimal water demand, 
primarily resulting from water used for dust control. Water for dust control would be obtained by an SCE 
contractor from the Indian Wells Valley Water District (IWVWD), most likely from a metered connection 
(i.e., a hydrant) located within a half mile from the existing Downs Substation. In addition, as noted 
above under Section B.3.17.2(a), the wastewater generated by construction of the Proposed Project 
(this includes the expansion of the substation, rerouting of the subtransmission line, and the fiber optic 
telecommunication system upgrades) would be less than significant.  

Upon completion of construction, the Proposed Project would not generate a significant demand for 
water or wastewater treatment, as the proposed substation would be an unstaffed, automated facility; 
however, landscaping and irrigation would be installed. Water service would be provided by the IWVWD 
via an existing 5/8-inch service connection at the Downs Substation. During the operation period, the 
routing of the subtransmission line and the telecommunication system would not require water nor 
would they generate wastewater. 

Existing wastewater and water treatment facilities are adequate to accommodate the demand gen-
erated by the Proposed Project (see Sections B.3.16.2(a) and (d)). Thus, the Project would not require or 
result in the construction or expansion of water or wastewater treatment facilities, and this impact 
would be less than significant. 


