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B.3.3 Air Quality 
AIR QUALITY 
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable 
air quality management or air pollution control district may be relied 
upon to make the following determinations. Would the project: 
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a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

    

b. Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an 
existing or projected air quality violation? 

    

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable Federal or State ambient air quality standard (includ-
ing releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for 
ozone precursors)? 

    

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?     
e. Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of 

people? 
    

Significance criteria established by CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G. 

B.3.3.1 Setting 

Criteria Pollutants. Air quality is determined by measuring ambient concentrations of criteria pollutants. 
Air Criteria pollutants are those pollutants for which acceptable levels of exposure can be determined 
and for which standards have been set. The degree of air quality degradation is then compared to the 
current National and California Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS and CAAQS). Unique 
meteorological conditions in California and differences of opinion by medical panels established by the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) cause 
considerable diversity between State and federal standards currently in effect in California. In general, 
the CAAQS are more stringent than the corresponding NAAQS. The standards currently in effect in 
California are shown in Table B.3.3-1. 
 

Table B.3.3-1. National and California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant Averaging Time California Standards National Standards 
Ozone 1-hour 

8-hour 
0.09 ppm 

0.070 ppm 
— 

0.075 ppm 
Respirable Particulate Matter (PM10) 24-hour 

Annual Mean 
50 µg/m3 

20 µg/m3 
150 µg/m3 

— 
Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) 24-hour 

Annual Mean 
— 

12 µg/m3 
35 µg/m3 

15 µg/m3 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) 1-hour 

8-hour 
20 ppm 
9.0 ppm 

35 ppm 
9.0 ppm 

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 1-hour 
Annual Mean 

0.18 ppm 
0.030 ppm 

0.100 ppm 
0.053 ppm 

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) 1-hour 
3-hour 

24-hour 

0.25 ppm 
— 

0.04ppm— 

0.075 ppm 
0.5ppm 

— 
Notes: ppm=parts per million; µg/m3= micrograms per cubic meter; “—“ =no standard 
Source: CARB, 2011a. 


