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Attainment Status and Air Quality Plans. The USEPA, CARB, and the local air district classify an area as 
attainment, unclassified, or nonattainment. The classification depends on whether the monitored 
ambient air quality data show compliance, insufficient data available, or non-compliance with the 
ambient air quality 
standards, respectively. The 
proposed Downs Substation 
would be located in the 
Indian Wells Valley 
(northeastern Kern County), 
within the Mojave Desert 
Air Basin (MDAB) under the 
jurisdiction of the Eastern 
Kern Air Pollution Control 
District (EKAPCD). The 
proposed project also 
includes the replacement of 
six 115-kV subtransmission 
line poles along the 
Inyokern-McGen-Searles 
No. 1 115-kV substrans-
mission line near the 
community of Trona in 
northwestern San 
Bernardino County under 
the jurisdiction of the 
Mojave Desert Air Quality 
Management District (MDAQMD).  Additionally, the stringing of fiber optic telecommunication cable 
along both the Inyokern-McGen-Searles No. 1 and No. 2 115-kV subtransmission lines would be located 
in the city of Ridgecrest, and the unincorporated communities of Inyokern, Argus, and Trona. Table 
B.3.3-2 summarizes the federal and State criteria pollutant attainment status for the Indian Wells Valley 
and northwestern San Bernardino County areas of the MDAB.  

EKAPCD and MDAQMD have developed the following plans to achieve attainment of ozone and PM10 
standards. Analysis on the applicability and plan conformance is presented in Section B.3.3.2(a). below. 

EKAPCD 

• PM10 Maintenance Plan for the Indian Wells Valley 

• Ozone Maintenance Plan 

• EKAPCD California Clean Air Act Ozone Air Quality Attainment 

MDAQMD 

• Mojave Desert Planning Area Federal Particulate Matter Attainment Plan (PMAP) 

• MDAQMD Ozone Attainment Plan 2004 (State and Federal) 

• 8-Hour Ozone Reasonably Available Control Technology – State Implementation Plan Analysis (RACT 
SIP Analysis) 

 Table B.3.3-2. Attainment Status for the Project Areas  

Pollutant  Area Federal Designation State Designation 
Ozone (1-hour) Indian Wells Valley N/A Moderate Nonattainment 
 NW SB County N/A Moderate Nonattainment 

Ozone (8-hour) Indian Wells Valley Attainment/Unclassified Nonattainment 
 NW SB County Attainment/Unclassified Nonattainment 

PM10 Indian Wells Valley Attainment 
(Maintenance) Nonattainment 

 NW SB County Nonattainment Nonattainment 
PM2.5 Indian Wells Valley Attainment/Unclassified Unclassified 
 NW SB County Attainment/Unclassified Unclassified 

CO Indian Wells Valley Attainment/Unclassified Unclassified 
 NW SB County Attainment/Unclassified Attainment 

NO2 Indian Wells Valley Attainment/Unclassified Attainment 
 NW SB County Attainment/Unclassified Attainment 

SO2 Indian Wells Valley Unclassified Attainment 
 NW SB County Unclassified Attainment 
Source: CARB, 2011b; USEPA, 2011. 


