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Cultural Resources 

Prehistory 

The following paragraph from Volume I: Report and Appendices A and D, Downs Substation Cultural 
Resources Survey, San Bernardino and Kern Counties, California (Duran et al., 2010a) summarizes the 
prehistoric setting for the Proposed Project area. 

Recent efforts by Sutton et al. have attempted to produce an integrative model that establishes a 
standard nomenclature for temporal sequences and cultural complexes. Previously, the interchangeable 
use of the terms “period” and “complex” have led to some confusion because they define both time 
periods and cultural entities. In an effort to minimize confusion, the prehistoric context follows the 
model established by Sutton et al. by using climatic periods (e.g., early Holocene, middle Holocene, etc.) 
to specify temporal spans and cultural complexes (e.g., Lake Mojave Complex, Gypsum Complex, etc.) to 
describe the cultural entities that existed within those time spans. Chronological periods are grouped 
into the late Pleistocene, terminal Pleistocene, early Holocene, middle Holocene, and late Holocene 
intervals. The chronological sequence shown in Table B.3.5-1 is adapted from Sutton et al. (Duran et al., 
2010a:2-3). 
 

Table B.3.5-1.  Cultural Chronology  

Date Temporal Period Cultural Complex Previously Known As 
Pre-12,000 cal* BP Late Pleistocene Pre-Clovis Early Man 

Pre-Projectile Point 
12,000–10,000 cal 
BP 

Terminal Pleistocene Paleo-Indian Clovis 
Big Game Hunting Tradition 

10,000–8,000 cal BP Early Holocene Lake Mojave Western Pluvial lakes Tradition 
San Dieguito Complex 

Pinto 
9,000–5,000 cal BP Middle Holocene Little Lake 

Deadman Lake N/A 
4,000–1,800 cal BP 

Late Holocene 

Gypsum Newberry 
1,800–900 cal BP Rose Spring Saratoga Springs I 

Haiwee 
Cal BP 900–Present Late Prehistoric Shoshonean 

Marana 
Protohistoric 

*cal = calibrated, BP = before present, N/A = not available 
Source: Duran et al., 2010a: 

Ethnography 

The following paragraphs from Volume I: Report and Appendices A and D, Downs Substation Cultural 
Resources Survey, San Bernardino and Kern Counties, California (Duran et al., 2010a) summarize the 
ethnographic setting for the Proposed Project area. 

Ethnographic and linguistic data suggest the territories of three adjacent groups, the Coso (Koso; 
Panamint) Shoshone, the Tubatulabal, and the Kawaiisu, intersected and probably overlapped in the 
vicinity of Indians Wells Valley. Thus, the area was probably used during the annual rounds of all three 
groups. The core area of the Kawaiisu is thought to be the better-watered Tehachapi Mountains and 
extreme Southern Sierra Nevada; however, David Earle and J. Underwood have recently proposed a 
division between the “Mountain Kawaiisu” inhabiting the traditional core area in the Tehachapi 


