
Downs Substation Expansion Project 
INITIAL STUDY 

 

 
Final MND/Initial Study B.3-116 July 2012 

region in similar contexts. Today electrical substations are ubiquitous and represent a standardized 
method of transmitting energy to residential consumers. The Inyokern Substation, in and of itself, does 
not represent a significant event or broad pattern in California’s history and cultural heritage, nor is it 
associated with any persons important to the past (Criterion 1 and 2). The design and construction 
materials of the Inyokern substation was standardized and they do not embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represent the work of an 
important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values (Criterion 3). The recent design and 
construction (within the last 60 years) of 15-013796 is well documented, and its function is understood, 
thus possessing little to no potential to yield important historical data (Criterion 4). Therefore, 15-
013796 is ineligible for inclusion in the CRHR under all four criteria (1–4). 

B.3.5.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Applicant Proposed Measures 

SCE has committed to the following measure to reduce Project impacts to cultural resources. This 
Applicant Proposed Measure (APM), shown in Table B.3.5-4, was outlined in the PEA (SCE, 2010). In the 
following disclosure and analysis of the Project’s potential to impact cultural and paleontological 
resources, it is assumed that APMs would be implemented as elements of Project development, 
planning, and construction. This APM is incorporated into additional more specific mitigation measures 
that would be implemented to ensure that all impacts would be reduced to a less-than-significant level. 
 

Table B.3.5-4.  Applicant Proposed Measures – Cultural Resources 

APM Description 
APM CR-1 An archaeologist would monitor the grubbing, pad preparation and construction earthwork to ensure that no 

significant buried deposit is inadvertently encountered during construction activity at the location of the 
Downs Substation expansion. SCE would develop an archaeological monitoring plan describing 
archaeological monitoring activities and treatment of any unanticipated discoveries, as warranted. 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource 
as defined in §15064.5 [§15064.5 generally defines historical resource under CEQA]? 

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED. As shown in Table B.3.5-3 there are 12 
cultural resources within the Proposed Project area. None of these resources are eligible for listing on 
the CRHR or considered to be an historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. Numerous isolates were 
also identified within the Proposed Project area, but because isolates are not considered to be 
significant cultural resources, Project-related impacts on these artifacts would be less than significant.  
Seven (7) resources (CA-KER-7078H, CA-SBR-11479H, -13777H, -13778H, -13779H, -13780H, and -
13781H) are located within the subtransmission line and fiber optic telecommunication corridor and 
would not be impacted by the Proposed Project. Construction associated with the installation of the 
overhead portion of the subtransmission line (including the relocation/replacement of existing poles and 
modifications to existing substations) is considered to pose a low risk of disturbance to any known or 
unanticipated resources in the area. Ground disturbance would be confined to specific areas that have 
been previously disturbed or areas considered to have a decreased likelihood for containing buried 
cultural materials. Five (5) cultural resources (CA-KER-6328H, CA-KER-7738H/CA-SBR-13799H, CA-KER-
7739H/CA-SBR-13800H, 36-012450, and 15-013796) are located within the Proposed Project ADI and 
would be directly impacted by the Proposed Project.  While all five (5) of these resources are ineligible 
for listing on the CRHR, SCE has committed to APM CR-1, in which an archaeological monitor would be 
present during construction activity at the location of the Downs Substation expansion. Mitigation 


