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Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 12

Project Memorandum  

Paradise Area Reinforcement Project
To:
Roosevelt Grant, CPUC

From:
Matt Fagundes, Deputy Project Manager

Date:
February 8, 2002

Re: 
Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 12: December 29, 2001 – February 1, 2002

The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen) by PG&E Co. (PG&E), a site inspection conducted by Aspen on January 15, and personal communications between Matt Fagundes of Aspen and Armen Keochekian of Essex Environmental (PG&E Environmental Inspector).  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  More detailed mitigation compliance information is in the accompanying table prepared by PG&E.  This table is updated on a monthly basis, with completed items indicated with asterisks.  This report represents all activities from December 29, 2001 to February 1, 2002.  

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with stringing the power line on the previously installed tubular steel poles.  PG&E’s Environmental Inspector has indicated that construction activities associated with the project are anticipated to be complete by March 1, 2002.  However, it is anticipated that PG&E will be conducting clean-up activities along the project right-of-way, including restoration to the Trailway, through mid March.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction

The power line crew remobilized to the project site after the holidays on January 4 to resume stringing activities.  The majority of work on this day focused on preparing the two pull sites (located at the transition point between segments 3 and 4 and adjacent to the Paradise Substation) and installation of the travelers (pulleys on each pole required to string the conductor) for sock line installation scheduled for the following week.  

Stringing activities continued during the week of January 7 along segments 4 and 5, between the substation and pole 38 (southernmost pole on Skyway).  A helicopter was used on two separate days to install the sock line.  Once the sock line was installed, the conductor was pulled through the first 38 poles.  

Stringing activities were completed during the week of January 14 within segments 4 and 5.  The power line crew worked on removing travelers from the poles and sagging the conductors to the project’s design criteria for the remainder of this week.  

The week of January 21, the power line crew continued to remove travelers from the poles and to secure the conductors to the insulators on poles 1 through 38 within segments 4 and 5.  The rider structures made of old telephone pulls that were designed to protect vehicle traffic and the elderberry plants from potential line sags (see Photo 1) were removed from the road crossing and elderberry plant locations along segments 4 and 5.   A small crew of PG&E personnel loaded the structures onto a truck and hauled them to a PG&E storage facility.  Small crews of 2 to 3 PG&E personnel worked from bucket trucks along segments 4 and 5 removing the travelers from the poles.  The bucket trucks were parked on paved surfaces when possible to minimize impacts to soils and to reduce the amount of mud tracked onto adjacent roads. 

One lane of Skyway was closed at various times throughout the weeks of January 7, 14, and 21 to provide access to the poles along Segment 4 and to ensure safe traffic movement (see Photo 10).  A specialty traffic control subcontractor performed lane closures and traffic control.  Signs and orange cones were removed at the end of each workday, or earlier if construction did not require lane closure for the entire day.  Lane closure and helicopter work were coordinated between PG&E’s construction foreman and the Town of Paradise and Butte County.  The Trailway remained open throughout this period, with the exception of approximately 3 hours when the helicopter was flying.  Orange signs with “Trailway Open, Use Caution When Passing Equipment” and bearing the PG&E logo where posted at each road crossing along the Trailway (see Photo 5).  Sockline installation for segments 1, 2, and 3 are scheduled for the week of February 11.  Helicopter work will not be needed until that time.  

Segments 4 and 5 were energized during the week of January 27.  The power line crew worked on preparing segments 1, 2, and 3 for stringing operations during this period.  Equipment was moved from the pull site adjacent to the substation to pole 62 at the southernmost end of the project.  The equipment at the pull site along Skyway will be realigned and used for the southern section.  Work scheduled for next period includes installation of travelers on poles 39 through 62 and continued work at the pull sites.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

Conduit, grounds, and foundation work have been completed at the substation.  Interior electrical work is approximately 75 percent complete.  Interior and exterior upgrades continue at the Paradise Substation with a crew of 5 to 8 workers.  All activities have been limited to the fenced substation yard within PG&E’s property.

Mitigation Highlights

Applicant Proposed Measure 5-8.  With the conductor in place for segments 4 and 5, PG&E’s operation and maintenance specialists identified 24 additional trees that pose safety hazards if not trimmed, topped, or removed.  The trees are located between Elliot and Neal Road and between Princeton Way and the motel.  Of the 24 trees, 13 require removal and 11 require trimming or topping.  The majority of these trees are gray pines; however, there are a few oak trees that need to be trimmed.

PG&E’s Environmental Inspector and Senior Forester examined each tree for potential bat roost trees.  Four trees were identified as having characteristics that could potentially provide habitat for bat roosts.  These trees were flagged with black and yellow-stripped ribbon.  Prior to removing any tree that could potentially host a bat, the crew followed the bat avoidance protocol to minimize or eliminate any impacts to bats.  The same protocol was used near the start of vegetation removal.  No bats were noted.

Applicant Proposed Measure 5-9.  The rider structures were removed from both sides of the elderberry plants. No damage or disturbance to the plants was noted. The buffer zone was again re-established with black and yellow-stripped exclusion ribbon. No additional work will be required above the plants or within the core area.

Applicant Proposed Measure 14-1.  Coordination continued between PG&E and the Town of Paradise and Butte County regarding lane closures and the use of a helicopter to string the sock line.  Al McGreehan (Town of Paradise) and the County Sheriff have been notified regularly of such instances.  PG&E anticipates using a helicopter on two more occasions during the week of February 11.

Additional Notes and Issues

The trees that were propagated last year to be used along the Trailway for restoration where donated to the Town of Paradise. The trees were delivered to the Town during the week of January 14.  PG&E has contracted a nearby nursery to propagate additional trees to be planted in early fall, 2002.

Tree clearing operations were completed between Neal Road and Elliot Road during this period.  Seven trees, located south of Princeton Way, remain to be trimmed, topped, or removed.  The trees were surveyed on January 25, 2002 for pallid bat roost and no suitable habitat was found (see Applicant Proposed Measure 5-8 above).  Work on these trees is scheduled for the week of February 25 and will be completed before the nesting season.

Measures Completed to Date

III-1:
Dispose plant debris in a manner other than controlled burning

V-1:
Cultural resources training for project workers

MM 5-1:
Survey for special status plants

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-5 and 5-7:
Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration Plan

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 5-9
Avoid and protect the valley elderberry longhorn beetle.

MM 6-1:
Train depot shall be spanned by the power line

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10: Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

MM 7-1:
Insure that construction impacts to other utilities are less than significant

MM 8-1:
Evaluate slope stability to select pole locations

MM 9-2:
Hazardous substances and control training for project workers

MM 9-4 and 12-4: Revise the Paradise Substation Spill Prevention, Countermeasure, and Control Plan.

MM 10-1:
Notify landowners adjacent to project prior to construction

MM 11-7:
Transformers to meet or exceed 69 dBA OA rating and 72 dBA FA rating

MM 15-4:
Site poles in clear space along the trail and roadway

MM 15-5:
Preparation of a vegetation removal plan

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of December 29, 2001 to February 1, 2002.

Attachment:

A.
Photos documenting the January 15, 2002 site inspection.

B.
PG&E’s Paradise Mitigation Database Table (updated Monday, February 4, 2002).

Key to Photos

Photo 1: Facing north, rider structure on the north side of Elliot Road.

Photo 2: Facing south, construction workers on bucket truck installing conductor on a pole along Paradise Memorial Trailway.

Photo 3: Facing north, along the Paradise Memorial Trailway towards Elliot Road.

Photo 4: Facing south, construction workers and trucks on Paradise Memorial Trailway.

Photo 5: Facing north, entrance to Paradise Memorial Trailway from Elliot Road, substation is to the northwest of the photo.

Photo 6: Facing southwest from northbound Skyway, lineman is working on conductor of existing lines.

Photo 7: Facing north, tensioner located near pole 38 between northbound and southbound Skyway.

Photo 8: Facing east, PG&E bucket truck.

Photo 9: Facing north, tensioner and pole 38.

Photo 10: Facing north, west lane of northbound Skyway closed to provide access to poles along segment 4.
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