Project Memorandum  


Paradise Area Reinforcement Project





To:	Roosevelt Grant, CPUC





From:	Matt Fagundes, Deputy Project Manager





Date:	April 5, 2002





Re: 	Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 14: 


	March 1, 2002 – March 31, 2002





The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen) by PG&E Co. (PG&E), a site inspection conducted by Aspen on March 13, and personal communications between Matt Fagundes of Aspen and Armen Keochekian of Essex Environmental (PG&E’s Environmental Inspector).  





Summary





This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  This report represents all activities from March 1, 2002 to March 31, 2002.  





Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with installing the power line on the previously installed tubular steel poles along the southern portion of the route.  Power line construction was completed during the week of March 18, 2002 and the line was completely energized on March 28.  Work to be finished includes clean-up activities along the project right-of-way, including physical restoration to the Trailway and planting of seedlings.  





It is anticipated that the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Completion Report for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project will be submitted to the Commission during the month of May, 2002.  


  


Construction Activities





Power Line Construction





During the first and second weeks of March, the power line crew completed installation of the conductors to the tubular steel poles in the southern portion of the route. Travelers were removed from each pole and the line was partially energized.  This concluded the construction phase of the power line.  System energizing and testing was conducted and completed the week of March 25.  The power line was completely energized on March 28.

















Paradise Substation Upgrades 





Paradise Substation electric upgrades have been completed and the substation is now operational at 115 kV.  Minor work will continue at the substation over the next few months, including paving the driveways and paths within the yard and installing squirrel guards around the equipment.  This work will occur in late spring or early summer when weather conditions are favorable for paving.





Mitigation Highlights





Applicant Proposed Measure 15-6.  PG&E received a letter on March 4, 2002 from the Town of Paradise stating that the sound wall along the east side of the Paradise Substation should be left unpainted.  This completes and concludes Mitigation Measure 15-6 of the Mitigated Negative Declaration.





Measures Completed to Date





III-1:	Dispose plant debris in a manner other than controlled burning


V-1:	Cultural resources training for project workers


MM 5-1:	Survey for special status plants


MM 5-3:	Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment


MM 5-5 and 5-7:	Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration 	Plan


MM 5-8:	Survey for pallid bat roosts


MM 5-9	Avoid and protect the valley elderberry longhorn beetle.


MM 6-1:	Train depot shall be spanned by the power line


MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10: Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road


MM 7-1:	Insure that construction impacts to other utilities are less than significant


MM 8-1:	Evaluate slope stability to select pole locations


MM 9-2:	Hazardous substances and control training for project workers


MM 9-4 and 12-4: Revise the Paradise Substation Spill Prevention, Countermeasure, and Control Plan.


MM 10-1:	Notify landowners adjacent to project prior to construction


MM 11-7:	Transformers to meet or exceed 69 dBA OA rating and 72 dBA FA rating


MM 15-4:	Site poles in clear space along the trail and roadway


MM 15-5:	Preparation of a vegetation removal plan


MM 15-6:	Paint existing block wall at the Substation to match the foreground.





Additional Notes





An Aspen representative and PG&E’s Environmental Inspectors met at the project site on March 13 to look at the right-of-way. The Paradise Memorial Trailway was walked in its entirety and no problems or concerns were noted, other than minor damage to limited portions of the Trailway that will be restored by PG&E.





On March 14, PG&E’s Project Manger, Community and Government Affairs Representative, and Environmental Inspectors met with Dennis Schmidt and Al McGreehan from the Town of Paradise to address any outstanding issues. The Town did not have any issues or concerns other than necessary asphalt restoration and concurred with PG&E’s approach to tree planting and final restoration.  PG&E’s engineer and/or pavement specialist will meet with the Town in the near future to determine the necessary Trailway repairs and upgrades.





Minor cleanup and landscaping work remains to be completed along the power line right-of-way.  Work includes: removing ruts caused by project vehicles and equipment, re-contouring the pull-site on Skyway, and re-contouring the side-slope adjacent to pole 41.  In addition, tree planting will occur in the fall as directed by PG&E’s restoration consultant. Cleanup and restoration work will be completed by PG&E and their restoration subcontractor.  It is anticipated that this work will take two days.





Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports





No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of March 1, 2002 to March 31, 2002.
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