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Responses to Comment Set B0013 
Community Alliance for Sensible Energy (CASE) 
B0013-1 Future transmission system expansion was evaluated at an appropriate programmatic 

level in the Draft EIR/EIS. The CEQA Guidelines explain that the “degree of specificity 
required in an EIR will correspond to the degree of specificity involved in the underlying 
activity which is described in the EIR.” (CEQA Guidelines § 15146.) When the general 
impacts of a project are reasonably foreseeable, but the specific details have not yet been 
defined, “the EIR need not be as detailed as an EIR on the specific construction projects 
that might follow.” (Id., sub. (b).) The Draft EIR/EIS considers the impacts of the future 
transmission system expansion for each of the 13 issue areas discussed in the document. 
Because the routes are not well defined, and any future transmission project would 
require an independent permitting and environmental compliance process, the level of 
detail in the analysis of the future transmission system expansions as carried out in the 
Draft EIR/EIS is appropriate. No changes to the level of analysis have been made. Please 
also refer to Comment Set B0012 for additional discussion of the 500 kV future 
transmission system expansion. 

B0013-2 The San Luis Rey watershed is included in the Environmental Setting of the 230 kV 
Future Transmission System Expansion in Section D.12.11.1 in Volume 3 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. Impacts to this watershed and others along the 230 kV Future Transmission 
System Expansions are analyzed in Section D.12.11.2 in Volume 3 of the Draft EIR/EIS. 
In addition, any future transmission project would require an independent permitting and 
environmental compliance process including watershed impact analysis. 

B0013-3 Please see General Response GR-11 regarding impacts to property values. 

B0013-4 The commenter states that the EIR/EIS should provide a description of the San Luis Rey 
Watershed river corridor. A description of the San Luis Rey river corridor was not 
provided on page D.2-158 (Section D.2.18.1) or on page D.2-179 (Section D.2.18.3) of 
the Draft EIR/EIS because the river corridor is not considered a Special Habitat 
Management Area. Impacts to wildlife and specifically the southwestern willow 
flycatcher are addressed in Section D.2.18.2.  

The commenter states the southwestern willow flycatcher is found in close proximity to 
the ROW. The generalized location of the Future Transmission System Expansion is 
parallel to the portion of the San Luis Rey River that supports a population of 
approximately 25 breeding pairs of southwestern willow flycatchers, as discussed on 
page D.2-189 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Impacts to southwestern willow flycatchers were also 
addressed on page D.2-170 of the Draft EIR/EIS. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were 
made based on these comments. 

B0013-5 The commenter requests information on SDG&E’s rationale for the design of the proposed 
Central East Substation, including the relationship to Future Transmission System Expansion. As 
described in Section B.2.7 in Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, SDG&E has stated that a 
system goal for the Sunrise Powerlink Project is to bring a single 500 kV line as close to 
the SDG&E load center as is reasonably practicable, then use 230 kV lines to distribute 
the power to major 230 kV load-serving substations within the San Diego load center. 
Refer to Section B.2.7 in Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS for additional information regarding 
Future Transmission System Expansion and the Central East Substation. 
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Additionally, the commenter expresses concern regarding the potential for fire in the San 
Dieguito River Park, Camp Pendleton, and the Trabuco area of the CNF. Please refer to 
General Response GR-9 for a discussion of fire risk. 

B0013-6 The commenter requests information on SDG&E’s rationale for the design of the proposed 
Central East Substation, including the relationship to Future Transmission System Expansion. As 
described in Section B.2.7 in Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, SDG&E has stated that a 
system goal for the Sunrise Powerlink Project is to bring a single 500 kV line as close to 
the SDG&E load center as is reasonably practicable, then use 230 kV lines to distribute 
the power to major 230 kV load-serving substations within the San Diego load center. 
Refer to Section B.2.7 in Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS for additional information regarding 
Future Transmission System Expansion and the Central East Substation. 

Additionally, the commenter expresses concern regarding the potential for fire in the San 
Dieguito River Park, Camp Pendleton, and the Trabuco area of the CNF. Additionally, 
the commenter expresses concern regarding the potential for fire in the San Dieguito 
River Park, Camp Pendleton, and the Trabuco area of the CNF. Section D.15.13.3 of the 
Draft EIR/EIS discusses fire impacts associated with the 500 kV Future Transmission 
System Expansion. Please also refer to Section E.7.1.15 of the Draft EIR/EIS for a 
discussion of fire in the Trabuco area of CNF under the LEAPS Alternatives. Finally, 
impacts to the San Dieguito River Park are discussed in Section D.15.2.5 (PFS-2 San 
Felipe Fireshed) of the Draft EIR/EIS. 
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