Sunrise Powerlink Project
3. COMMENTS AND RESPONSES ON THE DRAFT EIR/EIS

Comment Set B0040
Wilderness4All.org

Aprl 11, 2008

CPUC/BLM

¢fo Aspen Environmental Group
135 Montgomery Street, Suite 935
San Francisco, CA 94104

Fax: (866) 711-3106

Email: sunrise@aspeneg.com

Subject: San Diego Gas & Electric Company's Sunrise Powerlink Project, Draft EIR/EIS

We support of pending federal legislation, The California Wild Heritage Act, to protect over 45,000 acres of San Diego County
public land as federal wilderness. We oppose any wire-based transmission line alternative that propoeses to run high-voltage
transmission lines through the San Diego back country from Impetial County to San Diego's urban areas.

San Diego supports more biodiversity than any county in the continental U5, Much of this biodiversity is located on city, county,
state and federal public land. A new transmission line would potentially impact sensitive lands through increased fire risk, road
support infrastructure, visual impacts, and loss of solitude — an essential component of federal wilderness protection.

How would each of the alternatives propaosed in the EIR/EIS mitigate the impacts they would have on existing and proposed federal
wilderness and wild and scenic river areas?

Affected wilderness and proposed wilderness lands include:

Hauser Canyon, proposed Forest Service wilderness

Hauser Mountain, proposed BLM wilderness

Fine Creek Wilderness, existing Forest Service wilderness and proposed wild and scenic river
Mo Mame, proposed Forest Service wilderness

Sill Hill, proposed Forest Service wilderness

Eagle Feak, proposed Forest Service wilderness

Cedar Creek, proposed Forest Service wilderness and wild and scenic river

San Diego River, proposed Forest Service wilderness and wild and scenic river

Fish Creek Wilderness, existing BLM wilderness

Additional impacted federal lands would include:

San Felipe Hills, BLM wilderness study area
San Ysidro Mins, BLM wilderness study area

In addition to these designated wilderness or wilderness quality lands, the proposed routes would seriously impact other city,
county, state and federal public lands - lands that were set aside for the protection of resources, watersheds, and to promote
recreation. We have no business using these important resource areas as transmission line corridors.

As established in "Mineral King versus the US Forest Service”, truly, “the rocks have rights” -- a right to an environment free from
power lines, roads. and associated infrastructure.

Geoffrey Smith
Wildernessd All.org
858.442,1425
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11572 Alkaid Drive
San Diego, CA 92126
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Final EIR/EIS

The commenter’s opposition to the Proposed Project along any route alternative because of
the increase in fire risk, visual impacts, and a loss of solitude is acknowledged. The Draft
EIR/EIS includes mitigation measures designed to mitigate the impacts of the Proposed
Project and alternatives; however, some impacts will remain significant and unmitigable
even with the implementation of the mitigation measures. Please see Section D.5 in
Volume 2 of the Draft EIR/EIS for a discussion of the impacts to wilderness caused by
the Proposed Project, and the Wilderness and Recreation sections in the Section E.1.5,
E.2.5, E.3.5, and E.4.5, E5.5, E.6.5 E.7.1.5, and E.7.2.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS for a
discussion of the impacts to wilderness caused by the southern route alternatives, the non-
wires alternatives, and the LEAPS alternatives.
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