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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Introduction 
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) filed an application (A.09-11-016) on November 23, 2009 with 
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) pursuant to CPUC General Order (GO) 131-D, 
requesting to replace structures and conductors (reconductoring) on two segments of an existing 
115 kV overhead electric power line system in Monterey and San Benito Counties, the Hollister 
Tower and Hollister Pole Segments. The application includes the Proponent’s Environmental 
Assessment (PEA) prepared pursuant to Rule 2.4 of the CPUC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

The Proposed Project includes replacement of approximately 36 existing towers with new lattice 
steel towers (LSTs) and installation of one new LST; replacement of single-circuit wood poles 
with double-circuit tubular steel poles (TSPs) and light-duty steel (LDS) poles; relocation of an 
existing 115 kV line segment out of the San Benito River floodplain; installation of steel 
supported aluminum conductor on both the tower and pole segments; and upgrade of the Hollister 
Substation. The construction period is expected to begin in March 2011, and take approximately 
15 months to complete all phases of the Proposed Project.  

In accordance with GO 131-D, approval of this project must comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Under CEQA, the CPUC must prepare an Initial Study for 
discretionary projects such as the Proposed Project to determine whether the project may have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment. If an Initial Study prepared for a project indicates 
that such an impact could occur, the CPUC would be required to prepare an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). If an Initial Study does not reveal substantial evidence of such an effect, or 
if the potential effect can be reduced to a level of insignificance through project revisions, a 
Negative Declaration can be adopted (Public Resources Code, Division 13, Section 21080(c)(1)). 

A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) may be adopted when “the Initial Study has identified 
potentially significant effects on the environment, but (1) revisions in the project plans or 
proposals made by, or agreed to by, the applicant before the proposed negative declaration and 
initial study are released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a 
point where clearly no significant effect on the environment would occur, and (2) there is no 
substantial evidence in light of the whole record before the public agency that the project, as 
revised, may have a significant effect on the environment” (Public Resources Code, Division 13, 
Section 21064.5). 
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Based on the analysis in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND), it has been 
determined that all project-related environmental impacts could be reduced to a less than 
significant level with the incorporation of feasible mitigation measures. Therefore, adoption of an 
IS/MND will satisfy the requirements of CEQA. 

Project Description 
The Proposed Project consists of the following components: 

• Replacement of approximately 36 of 38 existing towers with new lattice steel towers 
(LSTs) and installation of one new LST in the seven-mile section of the existing double-
circuit Moss Landing-Salinas-Soledad 115 kV power line, beginning at the Lagunitas 
Switches and extending north to a point near the Anzar Junction. 

• Replacement of single-circuit wood poles with double-circuit tubular steel poles (TSPs) 
and light-duty steel (LDS) poles along an existing nine-mile section of the Hollister No. 1 
115 kV power line. This segment would begin near the northern end of the tower segment 
and extend east to the Hollister Substation.  

• Relocation of an approximately 1.3-mile segment of the 115 kV Hollister No. 1 line out of 
the San Benito River floodplain (the existing river alignment) to a new river crossing 
approximately 3,000 feet to the north, with structures located on dry banks of the river. 
This would require installation of 21 new steel poles, including four 92-foot tall TSPs, and 
topping of existing poles within the 1.3 mile segment so that existing distribution remains 
to serve local users. 

• Installation of a 477 kcmil (circular wire gauge size = 1,000 circular mils) steel-supported 
aluminum conductor (SSAC) on both the tower and pole segments. 

• Upgrade of the Hollister Substation, including relocation of two existing poles, updating 
relay settings, and changing the 115 kV bus conductors. 

Alternatives 
The purpose of an alternatives analysis pursuant to CEQA is to identify options that would 
feasibly attain the project’s objectives while reducing the significant environmental impacts 
resulting from the Proposed Project. CEQA does not require the inclusion of an alternatives 
analysis in MNDs because the MND concludes that, with incorporation of mitigation measures, 
there would be no significant adverse impacts resulting from the Proposed Project. Therefore, no 
alternatives analysis needs to be provided in the IS/MND. However, as required by GO 131-D, 
Section IX.B.1(c), a brief discussion of the reasons for selecting the power line route and a 
comparison with other routes is included in the application. 

Environmental Determination 
The IS/MND was prepared to identify the potential environmental effects resulting from 
implementation of the Proposed Project, and to evaluate the level of significance of these effects. 
The IS/MND relies on information from PG&E’s Application for a Permit to Construct (PTC), 
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the Proponents Environmental Assessment (PEA), project site reconnaissance, and PG&E’s 
responses to data requests by the CEQA Team. PG&E identified a number of applicant proposed 
measures (APMs) to avoid or reduce potential impacts associated with the Proposed Project. All 
APMs are considered part of the Proposed Project for the purpose of this IS/MND. The Project 
Description, upon adoption of the Final MND, becomes part of the Mitigation Monitoring, 
Reporting, and Compliance Program; therefore, implementation of these measures would be 
monitored by the CPUC. Based on the IS/MND analysis, additional mitigation measures are 
identified for adoption to ensure that impacts of the Proposed Project would be less than 
significant. The additional mitigation measures either supplement, or supersede the APMs. PG&E 
has agreed to implement all of the additional recommended mitigation measures as part of the 
Proposed Project. 

Table ES-1 provides a complete, condensed presentation of the environmental impacts that 
require mitigation measures for the Proposed Project. A full description of the Mitigation 
Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Plan is included in Section 5 of this IS/MND. 
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