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SECTION 1

Introduction

1.1 CEQA Process

Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) General Order (GO) 131-D, the CPUC prepared
an Initial Study to address the application from Southern California Edison (SCE) (A.09-11-020)
for a Permit to Construct (PTC) the proposed Mascot Substation (Proposed Project). The Initial
Study determined that the Proposed Project would not have a significant adverse effect on the
environment, and a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND) was prepared by the
CPUC.

On August 30, 2010, the CPUC filed a Notice of Completion (NOC) with the Governor’s Office
of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse), published a Notice of Intent (NOI) to Adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration, and released the Draft MND for a 30-day public review period.
The Draft MND was distributed to federal, state, and local agency representatives, property
owners within 300 feet of the Proposed Project, and other interested individuals as outlined in
Appendix D of the Draft MND. Additionally, a Public Notice was published twice in the general
circulation newspaper announcing the availability of the Draft MND for public review in
compliance with CEQA. In accordance with Section 15105(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, the
public review and comment period began on August 30, 2010, and ended on September 30, 2010.
A public information meeting was held on September 9, 2010, in Hanford, California to hear oral
comments on the Draft MND. Three oral comments were received. Copies of all written and oral
comments received on the Draft MND are contained in this Final MND.2

This Final MND has been prepared pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines,3 which outlines all aspects
of the preparation of the Draft MND and its review, as well as the subsequent steps to preparing a
Notice of Decision. This document incorporates comments received during the public review
period, and contains responses by the Lead Agency (the CPUC) to those comments. The
comments received resulted in minor changes to the Draft MND and the Mitigation Monitoring,
Reporting, and Compliance Plan (MMRCP). The sole intent and purpose of the Final MND s to
provide corrections and clarity to certain facts set forth in the Draft MND, if necessary, to ensure
accuracy. No new significant environmental impacts are identified in this Final MND.

2 The Final MND is a combination of this Response to Comments Document and the Draft MND included as
Appendix A.

3 Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Sections 15000 — 15387 and Appendices, accessible at
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines/
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1. Introduction

Additionally, no mitigation measures presented in the Draft MND were deleted, but one minor
modification was made to mitigation measure 3.4-4 in the MMRCP.

The Final MND is an informational document prepared by the CPUC to be used by decision
makers before approving or denying a proposed project. The Final MND consists of the
following:

(@ A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft MND;

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the Draft MND either verbatim or in
summary, including responses to same; and

(c) The Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Plan (MMRCP)

1.2 Public Review Process

On August 30, 2010, the CPUC mailed a notice to relevant agencies, organizations and
individuals residing in the Proposed Project area, announcing that the Draft MND was available
for public review. The CPUC established a comment fax line (415) 896-1332, e-mail addresses
(mascot@esassoc.com and mascotsubstation@esassoc.com), and web site
(http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/mascot/mascot.html.) to enable the public to ask
questions, provide comments, and obtain additional information on the Proposed Project analyzed
in the Draft MND.

Additionally, the CPUC held a public information meeting on Thursday, September 9, 2010 at
Kit Carson Elementary School, 9895 7th Avenue, Hanford, California between 6:30 and 8:30pm.
Three comments were made during this public informational meeting.

In accordance with Section 15105(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, the public review and comment
period for the Draft MND began on August 30, 2010, and ended on September 30, 2010. All
comments received are presented and discussed in this document.

1.3 Comments on the Draft MND

The following individuals provided oral comments at the public information meeting on
Thursday, September 9, 2010.

. Mark Ysusi, Resident
. M.W. Rogers, Resident

The following agencies/organizations submitted written comments on the Draft MND during the
public review period. Dates of submittal are noted.

° Department of Transportation, District 6 (September 14, 2010)

. California Department of Fish and Game (September 29, 2010)

° Southern California Edison (September 29, 2010)

. San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (September 30, 2010)
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1. Infroguction

1.1 Findings

Based on the analysis conducted in this Final MND, the CPUC has found, on the basis of the
whole record before it (including all project application materials, the Initial Study/Drak MIND,
public comments received, and other materials), that there is no substantial evidence that the
Proposed Project may have a potential significant environmental impact. Project features and
mitigation measures identified in the Final MND and required as a condition of certification of
approval for the Proposed Project would avoid or reduce all of the impacts to a less-than-
significant level.

W%WW J1 L /9
Michael Rosauer, Project Managsr— Date

Transmission Permitting and Environmenial Review

Energy Division

California Public Utilities Coramission
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SECTION 2
Comments and Responses

2.1 Introduction

This chapter includes copies of the comment letters received during the public review period on
the Draft MND and the responses to those comments. A total of four comment letters were
received from public agencies/organizations in response to the Draft MND for SCE’s Mascot
Substation Project application (A.09-011-020). No letters were received from individuals.

2.2 List of Comment Letters Received

The comment letters received on the Draft MND are listed below in Table 2-1 in order of their
arrival. Each comment letter has been assigned a corresponding alphabet letter designation.

TABLE 2-1
LIST OF WRITTEN COMMENTERS

Letter Commenter Date
A Department of Transportation, District 6 September 14, 2010
B California Department of Fish and Game September 29, 2010
C Southern California Edison September 29, 2010
D San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District September 30, 2010

2.3 Public Meeting Comments and Responses

A public meeting was held on September 9, 2010, at 6:30 pm at Kit Carson Elementary School,
9895 7th Avenue, Hanford, California. Attendees were: Monisha Gangopadhyay (CPUC),
Michael Manka and Julie Holst (ESA), and Ryan Stevenson (Southern California Edison). Six
members of the public attended the meeting. Three distinct verbal comments were documented.

Individuals who provided comments during the public meeting are listed below in Table 2-2 in
the order of presentation. Each distinct commenter has been assigned a corresponding alphabet
letter designation.
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2. Comments and Responses

TABLE 2-2
LIST OF ORAL COMMENTERS

Letter Commenter Date
E Mark Ysusi September 9, 2010 (at public meeting)
F M.W. Rogers September 9, 2010 (at public meeting)

2.4 Responses to Comments

This section contains responses to all of the substantive comments received on the Draft MND
during the public review period from August 30, 2010 through September 30, 2010. Each
comment letter or oral commenter was assigned a letter according to the system identified
previously (i.e., A, B, etc.). Each substantive comment was assigned a comment number

(i.e., A-1, A-2, etc.). On the following pages of this section, each comment letter is reproduced in
its entirety followed by the responses to each comment within the letter. In addition, the transcript
from the public meeting is provided followed by the responses to each comment within the
transcript. The comments received resulted in minor revisions to the Draft MND, as addressed in
this section.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA——BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION ANL HQUSING AGENCY ARMNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Gavemor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1352 WEST OLIVE AVENUE

P. 0. BOX 12616

FRESNO, CA 93778-2616

PHONE (559) 445-5867

Flex your power!

FAX (559} 488-4088 Be energy efficient!

TTY (559) 488-4066

September 14, 2010
2133-1GR/CEQA
6-KIN 198-21.54+/-
DRAFT INITIAL STUDY
MASCQOT SUBSTATION
Mr. Michael Rosauer
Mascot Substation Project
¢/o Environmental Science Assoclates
225 Rush Street, Suite 1700
San Francisco, CA. 94104

Dear Mr. Rosauer,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft Initial Study related to the Mascot
Substation Project. The project proponent proposes to construct a new 66/12V
distribution substation east of Hanford, California with a subtransmission tap line
crossing over the State Route 198 approximately one mile south of the proposed Mascot
Substation site.

Caltrans sole comment involves the need for an encroachment permit. Such a permit must
be obtained for all proposed activities for placement of encroachments within, under, or
OVER the State Right-of-Way (R/W). Please be aware that clearances of overhead
crossings shall conform to California Public Utilities Commission requirements, crossing
normal (at 90 degrees) to the highway is required, and supports for overhead lines shall be
located outside the controlled R/W. Any other placements must be approved by the
Division of Design Chief except for temporary guard poles to support netting for
overhead line installation. No supports shall be located in the median.

If you have any questions regarding the above please feel free to call me at (559) 445-
5763.

Sincerely,

g%/}v /r/ ﬂ;’}%;//é 725:.'51-51{4‘ P

David T. Madden
Associate Transportation Planner, District 6, South Region

cc: Randy Treece, Senior Transportation Planner

“Caltrans improves mability across California”
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter A — Department of Transportation, District 6

Response A-1  As indicated on Draft ISSMND page 3.15-4 under section 3.15.2, it is
acknowledged that SCE would be required to obtain an encroachment permit
from Caltrans for any work that would occur over or within a State roadway.
Other requirements mentioned by the commenter related to overhead crossing
clearances and placement of guard poles in the State right-of-way are noted.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-4 ESA /207584.07
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California Department of Fish and Game
Central Region

Region 4
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EPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME JOHN McCAMMAN, Divector §
! Ceniral Region

7 1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, Galifornia 93710
{559) 243-4005

ntip e dfg.ca.gov

September 29, 2010

Michael Rosauer

California Public Utilities Conrission
508 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CGalifornia 94102

Subject: Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
Southemn Califormnia Edison's Mascot Substation Project
State Clearinghouse No, 2010081087

The California Department of Fish and Game (Depariment) has reviewed the MND

for the above Project. Approval of the Project will allow the construction of a new
66112 Kilovolt (kV) low-profile distribution substation on an approximate five-acre site
and the instatiation of an approximately 2 mile subtransmission line. The proposed
Praject will connect the Mascot Substaiion to the Hanford-Liberty and Goshen-Hanford
66 kV subtransmiasion lines. The proposed Project is lecated on the southwest section
of 7 ¥4 Avenue and Grangeville Boulavard in unincorporated Kings County, just east of
Hanford.

The Department is concerned with the potential impacts 1o nasting birds, including the
California threatened Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni) and the Federally B-1
endangered and Siate threatened San Joaquin kit fox {Vulpes macrotis mutica).

Ancther special status species that may occur along the Froject site is burrowing owl
(Athene cuniculariay. Our camments follow.

Department Jurisdiction

Trustee Agency Authority: The Department is a Trustee Agency with responsibility
under the California Environmental Guality Act (CEQA) for commenting on projecis

that could impact plant and wildlife resources. Pursuant io Fizsh and Game Code
Seclion 1802, the Depariment has jurisdiction over the conservation, proteclion, and
management of fish, wildlife, native ptants, and the habitat necessary for hiologicalty
sustaipable populations of those species. As a Trustee Agency for fish and wildlite
resources, the Department is responsible for providing, as available, binlogical expertise
{0 review and comment upon environmental documents and impacts arising from
project activities, as those terms are used under CEQA (Division 13 (commencing with
Section 21000} of the Public Resources Code).

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870
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Responsible Agency Authority: The Department also has regulatory authority over
projects that could result in the “take” of any species listed by the State as threatened or
endangered, pursuani to Fish and Game Code Section 2081. if the Project could result
in the “take” of any species listed as threatened or endangered under the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) the Department may heed fo issue an incidental Take -
Permit for the Project.

Potential Project Impacts and Recommendations

Bird Protection: The Department has jurisdiction over actions which may resuli in the
disturbance or destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized “take” of birds.
Sections of the Fish and Game Code that protect birds, their eggs and nesis include
Sactions 3503 (regarding unlawful “take,” possession or neediess destruction of the
nest or eggs of any bird), 3503.5 (reganding the “take,” possession or destruction of any
birds-of-prey or their nests or eggs), and 3513 (regarding unlawful “take” of any
migratory riongame bird).

To encompass raptors and other birds, the Depariment considers the normal bird
breeding season to extend from February 1 through September 15. Therefore, i
Project aclivities are to take place during the normal bird breeding season, surveys for
active nests should be conduciad by a gqualified biologist no more than 10 days prior to
the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities. A minimum
no-disturbance huffer of 250 feet should be delineated around active nests until the
breeding season has ended or until a qualified biologist has determined that the birds
have fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or parental care for survival,

Swainson’s Hawks: The proposed Project has the potential fo “take” Swainsor's hawk T
post-construction (electrocution via subtransmission line) and during Project
implementation (disturbance). This State threatened species can be very sensitive 1o
hurnan disturbance around nests, which can lzad to nest abandenment, and thus
fledgling death. A minimum avoidance distance of 0.5 miles around an active nest site
is sometimes necessary to avoid adulf distress, but the buffer distance necessary o
minimize adult distress varies significantly from site 1o site, and seems to depend on the
level of disturbance present during nest initiation. Birds often bacome habituated to
disturbances, particularly if these disturbances are regular and pre-date nest
establishment. The most consistent pattern of concern are disturbances (such as
hurmanh presence) that are new or that suddenly increase in intensity or volume, inthe
immediate vicinity of active nests, and that ocour during the pre-nesting and incubation
phases (March 15 to May 15). During the pre-nesiing and active nesting season, pre-
construction surveys should be conducted no more than 10 days prior to the start of the
Project and should be conducted in actordance with the Department's Recommended %

2-7
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Timing and Methodology for Swainson’s Hawk Nesting Surveys in California’s Central ﬁk
Valley (May 31, 2000). I an active Swainson's hawk nest is identified within the
0.5-mile radius of the planned Project, the Department should be consulted prior to
initiating any ground disturbance or any other increase in human presence or aclivities |
-
San Joaquin Kit Fox: Based on the Initial Study, & recent occurrence (2006) from the
California Natural Diversity Database shows a sighting of a San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes
macrotis mutica) 4 miles west of the Project area. San Joaquin kit fox populations are
known to fluctuate over years and presencefabsence i any one year does not
necessarlly depict the potential for kit fox fo occur on a site. This is true for many other
listed species in the San Joaguin Valley. It is imporiant to note that San Joaguin kit fox
may be atfracted to the construction area of the site due fo the type and leve! of activity B-4
(trenching, pipes, intensive grading and excavation, efc.) and the loose, friable soils that
are created as a result of intensive ground disturbance. Because kit fox are known o
be present in this area, the Department recommends that the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service's “Standardized recommendations for protection of the San Joagquir kit
fax prior to or during ground disturbance,” {(1999) be followed prior to any
ground-disturbing activities occurring within the Project area. In the event that this
species is detected during surveys, consultation with the Department is warranied o
discuss how to implement the Project and avoid “take,” or if avoidance is not feasible, to
acquire a State incidental Take Permit prior e any ground-disturbing activilies. 1

“Take® under the Faderal Endangered Species Act (FESA) is more siringenily defined
than CESA: “take” under FESA also includes significant habitat modification or
degradation that could result in death or injury to a listed species by interfering with
assential behavioral patterns such as breeding, foraging, or denning.

Burrowing Owl: The Initial Study stated that focused surveys have ocated an
occupied burrow approximately 500 feef east of the proposed subtransmission line
segment. If any ground-disturbing activities will occur during the burrowing owl nesting
season (approximately February 1 though August 31), implementation of avoidance
measures is required. The Department's Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(CDFG 1995) recommends that impacts to occupied burrows be avoided by B-5
implamentation of a no-construction buifer zone of a minimum distance of 250 feet,
unless a qualified biologist appreved by the Department verifies through non-invasive
methods that either: 1) the birds have not begun egg laying and incubation; or 2) that
juveniles from the oocupied burrows are foraging independently and are capable of
independent survival, Failure to implement this buffer zone could cause adult burrowing
owls 1o abandon the nest, cause eggs or young to be direcily impacted (crushed),
andfor result in reproductive failure. -

2-8
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Michael Rosauer
September 28, 2010
Page 4

More information on survey and monitoring protocols for sensitive species can be found
at the Deparntment website (wm:v.dfg.ca.govfwiIctﬁfefnangamelsuwey_monitor.htmi). i
you have any questions on these issues, please contact Jim Vang, Environmental
Soientist, at the address provided on this letierhead or by felephone at (559) 243-4014,
exiension 254,

S‘nim?@y,
e

Je%f;t‘re ‘ ‘Sing &,
Regional Manage

oG Siate Clear
Faost Office Box 3044
Sacramenio, California 85812-3044
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter B —

Response B-1

Response B-2

Response B-3

Response B-4

California Department of Fish and Game

The commenter is concerned with the project’s potential impacts on nesting
birds, Swainson’s hawk, San Joaquin kit fox, and burrowing owl. The ISMND
addresses project impacts on these species through the implementation of
Applicant Proposed Measure for Biological Resources on Page 5-8, and
Mitigation Measures 3.4-2 through 3.4-4 on Pages 5-12 and 5-13.

The commenter states that they consider the bird breeding season to be

February 1 through September 15th. The Applicant Proposed Measure (APM) for
Active Nests on Page 5-8 of the ISMND, refers to a bird breeding season of
February 1 through August 31. The ISMND will be updated to reflect a bird
breeding season extended through September 15th.

The commenter states that pre-construction nest surveys during the bird breeding
season should be performed within 10 days prior to the start of any vegetation
removal or ground-disturbing activities. The Applicant Proposed Measure for
Unsurveyed Areas referenced on Page 5-8 of the ISMND, requires that
pre-construction nest surveys during the bird breeding season be performed
within 30 days prior. The MMRCP will be updated to reflect a requirement that
pre-construction nest surveys during the bird breeding season be performed
within 10 days prior to the start of any vegetation removal or ground-disturbing
activities.

The commenter states that operational impacts include the potential for
electrocution. Mitigation Measure 3.4-2 on Page 5-12 of the ISMND adequately
addresses this concern by specifically requiring that project design, construction,
and maintenance conform to SCE’s corporate Avian Protection Plan and Avian
Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) Guidelines.

The commenter continues to describe the project’s various disturbance potential,
recommended avoidance buffers, survey requirements, and Department
consultation if active nests are discovered during pre-construction surveys.
Mitigation Measure 3.4-2 detailed on Page 5-12 of the ISMND adequately
addresses these concerns by requiring that surveys be conducted according to
CDFG’s May 31, 2000 Recommended Timing and Methodology for Swainson’s
Hawk Nesting Surveys in California’s Central Valley, and that buffer zones and
avoidance guidelines shall be established in coordination with CDFG.
Additionally, the measure provides for nest monitoring by a qualified biologist if
the project has the potential to adversely affect the nest.

The commenter states that San Joaquin kit fox occurrences are recorded in the
general area, and that presence/absence in a given year does not necessarily
depict the potential for kit fox to occur on the site. The commenter continues to

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-10 ESA /207584.07
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2. Comments and Responses

describe the site’s potential for kit fox, and recommends that 1999 USFWS
Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the San Joaquin Kit Fox be
followed. Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 detailed on Page 5-13 of the ISMND
adequately addresses these concerns by requiring compliance with the USFWS
Standardized Recommendations, including pre-construction surveys, a Worker
Environmental Awareness Program for construction personnel, a 20 mile-per-
hour speed limit, covering of trenches during construction, and more.

Response B-5 The commenter restates that focused surveys performed for the project identified
burrowing owls approximately 500 feet from the project area, and recommends
compliance with CDFG’s 1995 Guidelines for Burrowing Owl Mitigation when
implementing avoidance measures. Mitigation Measure 3.4-3 detailed on
Page 5-13 of the ISMND adequately addresses these concerns by requiring
compliance with the Guidelines, including the performance of pre-construction
surveys, and the establishment 160-foot minimum buffers around occupied
burrows. The measure also requires that appropriate buffer zones and avoidance
guidelines around nest burrows be established in coordination with CDFG.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-11 ESA /207584.07
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An EDISON INTERNATIONAL® Company

September 29, 2010
VIA EMAIL

Mr. Michael Rosauer

Mascot Substation Project

c¢/o Environmental Science Associates
225 Bush Street, Suite 1700

San Francisco, Ca 94104-4207

Fax: (415) 896-0332

E-mail: mascot@esassoc.com

Subject: Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project (CPUC A.09-11-020)
Draft Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration

Dear Michael,
Enclosed please find Southern California’s (SCE) comments on the Draft Initial Study /
Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft IS/MND) for the Mascot Substation Project.

SCE’s comments are provided in table format that lists the page number and text
reference along with suggested revisions.

SCE appreciates your time and attention in addressing its comments on the Draft
IS/MND. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at (626) 302-3613.

Sincerely,

fo o

Ryan Stevenson
Regulatory Affairs

= n Qoo
.U, BOX sUU

2244 Walnut Grove Ave.

Rosemead, CA 91770
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter C — Southern California Edison

Response C-1 The commenter recommends correcting the typographical error in the Executive
Summary to be consistent with the project description presented in Chapter 2 of
the Draft MND. The revised second bullet under the Project Description section
of the Executive Summary on Page ES-2 is:

. Construction of three twe new 66 kV single-circuit subtransmission
line segments to serve the new Mascot Substation. More specifically,
the Goshen-Hanford 66 kV subtransmission line would be looped into
Mascot Substation and the Hanford-Liberty 66 kV subtransmission
line, approximately 2 miles away, would be tapped and connected to
the Mascot Substation with a new single-circuit 66 kV
subtransmission line segment;

Response C-2  The commenter requested the sixth bullet in Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 on
Page ES-6 be changed to permit trash removal to occur less frequently than daily.

The purpose of the mitigation measure is to minimize attracting
San Joaquin Kit fox to the construction site. This can be accomplished by
modifying the mitigation measure as follows on Page ES-7.

. All food-related trash items (such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and foot
scraps) shall be disposed of in closed containers and-remeved-daty
from-the-Projectarea, which will be closed securely at the end of
each day. The containers will be removed as frequently as necessary
to ensure that trash does not exceed the capacity of the closed
containers.

Response C-3 Comment noted. The description of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan in
Section 2.8.5.1 on Page 2-27 remains valid. Further, the Draft ISSMND
specifically identifies and discusses the applicable NPDES permit on Page 3.8-7.
However, to provide clarification, Section 2.8.5.1 of the Draft ISS/MND is revised
as follows:

“As a result, SCE would be required to obtain a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, specifically the
Construction General Permit (Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ), from the
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB).”

Response C-4 In addition, the sixth row of Table 2-8 on Page 2-36 of the Draft IS/MND is
revised as follows:

“National-PeHutant-Discharge-Elimination-System Construction
Stormwater-General Permit (Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ)”

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-16 ESA /207584.07
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2. Comments and Responses

Response C-5 The last two lines of the second paragraph under Impact c) on Page 3.1-5 are
modified as follows, based upon information provided on p.2-10 of the Project
Description:

“Construction would also include four new 12 kV distribution circuits. and

1 BYats

containing two of the 12 kV distribution circuits, would be constructed

approximately 100 feet outside the substation property line to the north and
northwest. Because the specific route, termination points and design are not
yet available, this analysis does not consider the potential effects of
constructing the 12 kV distribution circuits beyond these vaults.”

Response C-6 To be consistent with the project description and to recognize that Kings County
could require alternative methods of drainage control, references to earthen
detention basins on Page 3.8-12 shall be modified as requested by the
commenter:

“Onsite ponding, percolation and drainage would be facilitated by the
proposed rock surfacing (1 to 1.5 inch diameter) and earthen detention basin
or other drainage control feature as defined in the grading and drainage

plans.”

Response C-7 In addition, the first paragraph of Page 3.8-13 is revised as follows:

“Further, site grading plans and drainage features will be reviewed and
approved by the Kings County Department of Public Works, and will include
drainage features such as an earthen detention basin or other drainage
control feature as defined in the grading and drainage plans.”

Response C-8 The subject sentence of the first paragraph on Draft IS'MND Page 3.11-9 has
been corrected as follows to indicate the correct figure number.

As indicated in Figure 2-2 2-4, the transformers would be generally located
near the center of the substation site; therefore, it is estimated that noise
levels at the substation fenceline would be no louder than 40 dBA.

Response C-9 The following typographical correction was made to Page A.1-1, first paragraph,
second to last sentence:

Units of measure are Gauss (G) or milliGaus (mG), 31606 1/1000 of a
Gauss.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-17 ESA /207584.07
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San Joaquin Valley M H

Air Pollution Control District

Fax Transmittal

1990 E. Gettyshurg Avenue
Fresno, California 93726-0244
Phane (559) 230-6000

Fax (559) 230-6061

Date : September 30, 2010

To: Michael Rosauer Fax Number : 415-896-0332

From : Patia Siong Number of pages (includes cover sheet): 3

Description :

Per Your Request For Your Infaormation

Per Qur Conversation Fer Your Approval

Take Appropriate Aclion Review & Comment

Review & Return
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Please Answer

[]  Original transmittal will follow via mail

Remarks / Response :

Fax ( rev. 10/31/2003) 08/30/2010  2:02 PM
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San Joaquin Valley ——
R 1R POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEALTHY AIR LIVING

September 30, 2010

Michael Rosauer

Mascot Substation Project

c/o Environmental Science Associates
225 Bush Street, Suite 1700

San Francisco, CA 84104

Project: Notice of Intent to Adopt an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Dectaration
and MNotice of Public Hearing Information Meeting: Mascot Substation
Project (A.09-11-020)

District CEQA Reference No: 20100717

Dear Mr. Rosauer:

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) has reviewed the
project referenced above consisting of construction of a new distribution substation, of
three new single-circuit subtransmission line segments to serve the new Mascot
Substation, construction of four new distribution circuits, and construction of facilities to
connéct the substation to Southern California Edison’s existing telecommunications
system, located in unincorporated Kings County, east of the City of Hanford, CA. The
District offers the following comments:

1. Based on information provided to the District, project specific emissions of criteria
pollutants are not expected to exceed District significance thresholds of 10 tons/year
NOX, 10 ton/year ROG, and 15 tons/year PM10. Therefore, the District concludes | D-1
that project specific criteria pollutant emissions would have no significant adverse
impact on air quality. 1

2. Based on information provided to the District, the proposed project would equal or W

exceed 9,000 square feet of spaca not identified. Therefore, the District concludes

that the proposed project is subject to District Rule 9510 (Indirect Sodrce Review).

District Rule 9510 is intended to mitigate a project’s impact on air quality through D-2

project design elements or by payment of applicable off-site mitigation fees. Any

applicant subject to District Rule 9510 is required to submit an Air Impact

Assessment (AlA) application to the District no later than applying for final

discretionary approval, and to pay any applicable off-gite mitigation fees before V

Seyed Sadraedin
Exocutiva DiractorfAir Follution Camrg) Dicer

Northern Region Central Region (Main Offien) Snu_thnm Aaginn
4800 Enterprisa Way 1080 E. Gotlysburg Avenus 34945 Flyover Court
Modesto, CA 35358-8718 Frasno, CA 937260234 Bakersfield, CA 93308.9725
Tel: [204) 557-830%1 FAX: |208) 557-6475 Tak (559) 230-600 FAX; 1599 230-6061 Tel: 661.392.5500 FAX: 661-392-5685

wivw.vallayar_drg www.healthyairliving.com
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District CEQA Reference Na. 20100717

4.

issuance of the first building permit. If approval of the subject project constitutes the
last discretionary approval by your agency, the District recommends that
demonstration of compliance with District Rule 9510, including payment of all
applicable fees before issuance of the first building permit, be made a condition of
project approval, Information about how to comply with District Rule 9510 can be
found online at: http://iwww.valleyair.org/ISRASRHome him,

The proposed project may be subject to District Rules and Regulations, including:
Reguiation VIl (Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions), Rule 4102 (Nuisance), Rule 4601
(Architectural Coatings), and Rule 4841 (Cutback, Slow Cure, and Emulsified
Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance QOperations). In the event an existing building will
be renovated, partially demolished or removed, the project may be subject to District
Rule 4002 (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants). The above
list of rules is neither exhaustive nor exclusive. To identify other District rules or
regulations that apply to this project or to obtain information about District permit
requirements, the applicant is strongly en¢ouraged to contact the District's Small
Business Assistance Office at (559) 230-5888. Current District rules can be found
online at: www.valleyair.org/rules/1ruleslist.htm.

The District recommends that a copy of the District's comments be provided to the
project proponent.

If you have any questions or require further information, please call Patia Siong at (559)
230-5930.

Sincerely,

David Warner
Director of Permit Services

L— W

Arnaud Marjollet
Permit Services Manager

DW: ps

Cc: File
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter D —

Response D-1

Response D-2

Response D-3

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District

The comment expresses agreement with the findings of the Draft IS/MND air
quality analysis in that the criteria pollutant emissions that would result under the
Proposed Project would have no significant adverse impact on air quality.

As indicated on Draft IS'MND Page 3.3-11, it is acknowledged that the Proposed
Project would be subject to the requirements of S’IVAPCD Rule 9510, including
to submit an Air Impact Assessment (AlA) application to the SIVAPCD no later
than the final discretionary approval of the Proposed Project. However, pursuant
to Rule 9510 Exemption 4.3, and because construction of the Proposed Project
would result in more than 2.0 tons per year of NOX, but less than 2.0 tons per
year of PM10 exhaust, it appears that only the construction NOx emissions
would be subject to the reduction and/or fee requirements of Rule 9510. To
clarify that the Proposed Project-generated NOx emissions would be subject to
the requirements of Rule 9510, the fourth paragraph under criteria b) on Draft
IS/MND Page 3.3-15 has been supplemented as follows.

Estimated construction emissions of NOx and ROG would not exceed the
annual SIVAPCD CEQA threshold of 10 tons per year. In addition, per the
requirements of Rule 9510, SCE would be required to reduce NOx
emissions from construction equipment greater than 50 horsepower to

20 percent below statewide average NO, emissions or provide payment of
applicable off-site mitigation fees. Therefore, construction emissions of
ozone precursors would have a less than significant impact on air quality.

The CPUC assumes that SCE would implement the requirements of all
applicable SIVAPCD rules and regulations and sees no need to include the
requirements for Rule 9510 as a condition of CPUC approval.

It appears that SIVAPCD Rules 4601 and 4641 may be applicable to the
Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would include no renovations or
demolitions (partial or complete) of existing buildings; therefore, it appears that
SJVAPCD Rule 4002 (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants) would not be applicable. The following insert has been added to the
SJVAPCD Local Regulations and Plans discussion on Draft IS/MND

Page 3.3-11 to more accurately describe the SIVAPCD rules that would be
applicable to the Proposed Project.

Rule 4601 (Architectural Coatings): Rule 4601 limits VOC emissions
from architectural coatings. This rule specifies architectural coatings
storage, cleanup, and labeling requirements.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-21 ESA /207584.07
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2. Comments and Responses

Rule 4641 (Cutback, Slow Cure, and Emulsified Asphalt, Paving and
Maintenance Operations): Rule 4601 limits VOC emissions by restricting
the application and manufacturing of certain types of asphalt for paving
and maintenance operations.

ESA /207584.07
November 2010
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Transcript

---000---

MASCOT SUBSTATION PROJECT

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

---000---

PUBLIC HEARING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010, 6:30 P.M.

---000---

PUBLIC COMMENTS

REPORTED BY: JULIE A. GREEN, C.S.R. #4636

KINGS COURT REPORTERS
Certified shorthand Reporters
PHONE (559) 585-3450
Page 1
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WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were had,

to wit:
---00o0--- T
MR. YSUSI: My name is Mark Ysusi, Y-s-u-s-i,
and I'm one of the managers of the Richards Family Land, E-1

LLC, owners of the property. And we are not a willing

seller of that property, so obviously we're in opposition

to the project, so. l
MS. GANGOPADBYAY: So just an FYI, I had
mentioned before that there were two parallel processes:
Oone 1is environmental review, and the other is the review
of the application. So we only -- 1in this portion of the
process we're only Tooking at environmental impacts and
whether or not we've adequately assessed them.
MR. YSUSI: I'm extremely familiar with CEQA,
trust me.
MS. GANGOPADBYAY: oh, okay, got it. But, you
know, there is another forum for that dialogue and --
MR. YSUSI: 1It's just that your project is
addressing a specific piece of property, five acres on
our property.
MS. GANGOPADBYAY: 1It's not our project.
MR. YSUSI: No, where Edison 1is proposing to
build the block wall, we're in opposition. We don't want =2

to lose the five acres to start with, we certainly don't

KING$ C_TOURT REPORTERS
Certified Shorthand Reporters
Page 2
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want a block wall on our property and the graffiti that j?

goes with it, so.

MS.

GANGOPADBYAY: That sounds Tike something to

be coordinated with Edison and any Tegal entities that

are involved.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

well as the

MS.

MR.

MR.

MR.

YSUSI: I understand. I totally understand.
GANGOPADBYAY: Okay.

YSUSI: I wanted to get this down today.
GANGOPADBYAY: Okay.

YSUSI: We'll use the written process as
future forum as well.

GANGOPADBYAY: Okay.

MANKA: oOkay, thank you.

YSUSI: Thank you.

MANKA: Wwell, thank you very much.

would anyone else like to speak?

MR.

something.

door. And 1I'd T1ike to know if you have any say whether

you have to

can just come in and steal it away from you, condemn it,

and take it

They had me for both sites, I'm right next

ROGERS: I don't know, I'd Tike to say

F-1
sell this or don't. 1I'd like to know if they

away from you or what. l

MS. GANGOPADBYAY: Okay. So, again, it's sort
of not our position to -- to talk -- discuss this. But I
can -- I can say just this just, you know, one person to
3

KINGS COURT REPORTERS
Page 3
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Transcript
Certified Shorthand Reporters
PHONE (559) 585-3450
(559) 584-6215

another, you obviously have your property rights and, no,
nhobody can condemn it.

MR. ROGERS: Well, I understand in the State of
California you don't have a --

MR. MANKA: I think that --

MR. ROGERS: It can be issued as some kind of
domain and they can take it away from you.

MS. GANGOPADBYAY: Nobody can take anything away
from anyone without just compensation, if this project is
permitted and given the rights to imminent domain. And
that's my -- just my personal understanding of it. And
I've had this question before, and we are advised by our
Tegal staff to advise you to seek legal advice because
that's advice Tike I -- I'm not a Tawyer so I can't tell
you what to do.

MR. ROGERS: This isn't the time to talk about
it, then?

MS. GANGOPADBYAY: Right.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you very much.

MS. GANGOPADBYAY: Sure.

MR. MANKA: But could I have you fill out your
name since we --

MR. ROGERS: Sure.

MR. MANKA: -- have the comments on the record.

Is there anyone else? That's really all we have

Page 4
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today. Thanks everybody for coming, I appreciate it, it
gives me an opportunity to do my presentation. So we're
going to be wrapping up the comment period of September
30th, and then we'll go through the rest of the
environmental review process, which includes preparing
responses to these comments that will be included in the
final document. And then the CPUC enters -- their
results of the final mitigated negative declaration are
one of the components that the CPUC considers in 1its
approval process. It's not -- you know, this isn't the
only thing that they consider but, you know, it's as
Monisha mentioned, there's two parallel processes and
they come together at the end, and that's what the
commission considers.

So as I said, I encourage you to submit written
comments. If you have other issues or find anything 1in
the draft document that you want to comment on, we
welcome that, and you can do it however you Tike. So
thanks a Tlot.

---000---

Page 5
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---00o0---

I, JULIE A. GREEN, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, DO HEREBY CERTIFY:

That the foregoing and annexed pages
constitute a full, true, and correct transcript of the
proceedings had and testimony given in the hearing of the
matter entitled as upon the first page hereof.

Dated: September 10, 2010.
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official Reporter C.S.R #4636
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2. Comments and Responses

Transcript E, F — Public Meeting Transcript

Response E-1

Response E-2

Response F-1

The commenter states that he is not a willing seller of the land that would be used
as the Project site. The basic purpose of CEQA is to inform governmental
decision makers and the public about the potential, significant environmental
effects of proposed activities (CEQA Guidelines §15002). Considerations other
than environmental impacts are outside of the scope of CEQA analyses.

The CPUC acknowledges the commenter’s concerns regarding the proposed
perimeter wall. The intent of the proposed wall is to reduce the visual impact
resulting from installation of the proposed substation equipment. Most of the
substation equipment would be screened from passing motorists by the proposed
eight-foot-high, masonry block wall. In addition, SCE has a Graffiti Abatement
Policy that would adequately deal with any potential vandalism.

The commenter is curious as to whether or not land owners have a choice about
selling their land. He is wondering if Southern California Edison has the ability
to “take,” “steal” or “condemn” land at will. The basic purpose of CEQA is to
inform governmental decision makers and the public about the potential,
significant environmental effects of proposed activities (CEQA Guidelines
815002). Considerations other than environmental impacts are outside of the
scope of CEQA analyses.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 2-30 ESA /207584.07
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SECTION 3

Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and
Compliance Program

3.1 Summary

For informational purposes, this chapter includes a revised list of Applicant Proposed Measures
and Table 3-1, Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Program for the Mascot
Substation Project. This table has been reproduced from Table 5-1 in the Draft MND, with a
modification to the sixth bullet of Mitigation Measure 3.4-4, to summarize the impacts and
mitigations for the Proposed Project. Comment Responses B-2, C-2, and E-2 describe the only
changes to the MMRCP.

Applicant Proposed Measures

Biological Resources: No measures were proposed by the applicant to minimize impacts
on biological resources resulting from the Proposed Project. Environmental surveys were
proposed, however, as part of the applicant’s Project Description. The impact analysis in this
MND assumes that these environmental surveys would be implemented to reduce impacts on
biological resources:

Unsurveyed Areas. For areas disturbed by the Project that have not been surveyed, a
desktop review of resources occurring in the area will be conducted to identify
potential biological resources that may occur, and a qualified wildlife biologist would
conduct a field survey of the areas directly impacted by construction.

Thirty days prior to the start of ground-disturbing activity, the following surveys will be
conducted:

Clearance Surveys. A clearance survey will be conducted to identify potential plant and
animal species that may be impacted by construction activities. Clearance surveys
include a field survey by a qualified botanist and wildlife biologist and would be
limited to areas directly impacted by construction activities.

Active nests. Work near nests will be scheduled to take place outside the nesting
season when feasible. As of the clearance surveys that take place during nesting
season (generally February 1 to August-31 September 15), a nesting survey will be
conducted within 10 days prior to ground disturbance. If a nest must be removed
during the nesting season, SCE will coordinate with CDFG and the USFWS to obtain
approval prior to removing the nest.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 3-1 ESA /207584.07
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3. Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Program

APM PAL-01: Develop and Implement a Paleontological Monitoring Plan. A project
paleontologist meeting the qualifications established by the Society of Vertebrate
Paleontologists shall be retained by SCE to develop and implement a Paleontological
Monitoring Plan prior to the start of ground disturbing activities for the Proposed Project. As
part of the Paleontological Monitoring Plan, the Project paleontologist shall establish a
curation agreement with an accredited facility prior to the initiation of ground-disturbing
activities. The Paleontological Monitoring Plan shall also include a final monitoring report. If
fossils are identified, the final monitoring report shall contain an appropriate description of
the fossils, treatment, and curation.

APM PAL-02: Paleontological Monitoring at the Proposed Project Substation Site. A
paleontological monitor shall be on site to observe ground-disturbing activities at depths
greater than three feet at the Proposed Project substation site. If fossils are found during ground-
disturbing activities, the paleontological monitor shall halt the ground-disturbing activities
within 25 feet of the find in order to allow evaluation of the find and determination of
appropriate treatment.

APM PAL-03: Paleontological Monitoring for Installation of Subtransmission Structures. A
paleontological monitor shall be on site to spot check ground-disturbing activities at depths
greater than three feet during installation of the 66 kV subtransmission structures. If very
few or no fossils remains are found during ground disturbing activities monitoring time can
be reduced or suspended entirely as per recommendations of the paleontological field
supervisor. If fossils are found during ground-disturbing activities, the paleontological
monitor shall halt the ground-disturbing activities within 25 feet of the find in order to
allow evaluation of the find and determination of appropriate treatment.

APM PAL-04: Paleontological Monitoring for Installation of Telecommunications Duct
Banks. A paleontological monitor shall be on site to spot check ground-disturbing activities
at depths greater than three feet during installation of the telecommunications duct banks. If
very few or no fossils remains are found during ground disturbing activities monitoring time
can be reduced or suspended entirely as per recommendations of the paleontological field
supervisor. If fossils are found during ground-disturbing activities, the paleontological
monitor shall halt the ground-disturbing activities within 25 feet of the find in order to
allow evaluation of the find and determination of appropriate treatment.

APM GEO-1: Perform Site-Specific Geotechnical Study. SCE will conduct a geotechnical
study of the substation site and the subtransmission line that will include an evaluation of
the soil type, depth to the water table, soil resistivity, and the presence of anthropogenic
chemicals, including pesticides.

APM HYD-1: Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan. SCE will prepare a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that includes project information; monitoring and
reporting procedures; and Best Management Practices (BMPSs) such as storm water runoff
quality control measures (boundary protection), spill reporting, and concrete waste

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 3-2 ESA /207584.07
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3. Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Program

management, as applicable to the project. The SWPPP will be based on final engineering
design and would include all Project components.

APM HYD-2: Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan. The substation
grading design will incorporate Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan
requirements due to the planned operation of oil-filled transformers at the substation (in
accordance with 40 CFR Part 112.1 through Part 112.7). Typical SPCC features include curbs
and berms designed and installed to contain spills, should they occur. These features would
be part of SCE’s final engineering design for the Proposed Project.

Southern California Edison’s Mascot Substation Project 3-3 ESA /207584.07
(A.09-11-020) Final Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2010
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