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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
505 VAN NESS AVENUE
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298

To: Interested Parties
From: Michael Rosauer, Environmental Project Manager

Subject: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A FINAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project (A.07-07-018)
SCH# 2007112094

Date: January 30, 2008

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has prepared a Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (Final
MND) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for consideration of PacifiCorp’s
Application to Construct the Morrison Creek Substation Project (A.07-07-018). The Final MND details the
Proposed Project, evaluates and describes its potential environmental impacts, identifies those impacts that
could be significant, and presents mitigation measures to avoid or minimize these impacts.

Description of the Proposed Project. Through its CPUC application (A.07-07-018) filed on July 20, 2007,
pursuant to CPUC General Order (GO) 131-D, PacifiCorp seeks a Permit to Construct (PTC) the proposed
Morrison Creek Substation and remove the existing Simonson Substation (Proposed Project). The existing
Simonson Substation, which currently steps voltage down from 69 kilovolt (kV) to 12.5 kV, would be replaced
with the proposed Morrison Creek Substation which would have the same distribution capabilities. The
objective of the Proposed Project is to increase system reliability in order to continue safe and reliable electric
service to customers in the area.

Location of the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project site is in northwest Del Norte County approximately
one quarter mile southeast of the community of Smith River, California, and approximately five miles south of
the Oregon/California border (see map below). The site is south of Rowdy Creek and adjacent to the eastern
side of U.S. Highway 101 and an existing 69 kV transmission line with 12.5 kV distribution underbuild.

Contents of the Final MND. The Final MND consists of three chapters plus Appendices. Chapter 1 contains an
introduction to the Final MND, including descriptions of the CEQA and public review processes and an
overview of the comments received on the Draft MND. Chapter 2 contains the comments on the Draft MND as
well as the CPUC’s responses to the comments. Chapter 3 contains the Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and
Compliance Program. A compact disc (CD), located inside the back cover of the Final MND, contains the full
document, as well as the published Draft MND.

CPUC Actions After Final MND Publication. There is no comment period following issuance of the Final
MND. The CPUC will determine the adequacy of the Final MND, and, if adequate, will adopt the document as
being compliant with CEQA. If adequate, the CPUC will issue a Proposed Decision on the Application, which
will be announced and published concurrent with a scheduled CPUC Meeting. After the Commission makes the
decision on the Application, a Notice of Determination will be mailed to the State Clearinghouse within 5 days
of the Decision. After the Notice of Determination is filed, the 30 day statute of limitations for court challenges
begins to run. For further information on the CPUC’s decision-making process, please call the CPUC Public
Advisor at (415) 703-2074.

Availability of Final MND. Copies of the Final MND will be available for public review at the Smith River
Community Library and the Crescent City Branch of the Del Norte County Library, and on the project website:
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/morrisoncreek/morrison.html. Hard copies or CD copies of the Final
MND may be requested by telephone at (415) 962-8468 or by e-mail at morrisoncreek@esassoc.com.
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PROJECT INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Smith River Community Library
241 First Street

Smith River, CA 95567

(707) 487-8048

Hours: M-F: 1:30PM to 4:30PM
Sa: 10AM to 2PM

Closed Sunday.

Crescent City Branch Library
190 Price Mall Circle
Crescent City, CA 95531
(707) 464-9793

Hours: M-Th: 12PM to 8PM
Closed Friday through
Sunday.

Map of the Proposed Project Location:
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SECTION 1

Introduction

1.1 CEQA Process

Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) General Order (GO) 131-D, the CPUC prepared
an Intitial Study to address the application from PacifiCorp (A.07-07-018) for a Permit to
Construct (PTC) the proposed Morrison Creek Substation and remove the existing Simonson
Substation (Proposed Project). The Initial Study determined that the Proposed Project would not
have a significant adverse effect on the environment, and a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration
(Draft MND) was prepared by the CPUC.

On November 20, 2007, the CPUC filed a Notice of Completion (NOC) with the Governor’s
Office of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse), published a Notice of Intent (NOI) to
Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration, and released the Draft MND for a 30-day public review
period. The Draft MND was distributed to federal, state, and local agency representatives,
property owners within 300 feet of the Proposed Project, and other interested individuals as
outlined in Appendix D of the Draft MND. Additionally, a Public Notice was published twice in
the general circulation newspaper announcing the availability of the Draft MND for public review
in compliance with CEQA. In accordance with Section 15105(b) CEQA Guidelines, the public
review and comment period began on November 20, 2007 and ended on December 21, 2007. A
public information meeting was held on December 12, 2007 in Smith River, California to hear
oral comments on the Draft MND. No oral comments were received. Copies of all written
comments received on the Draft MND are contained in this Final MND?Z.

This Final MND has been prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines? which outlines all aspects of
the preparation of the Draft MND and its review, as well as the subsequent steps to preparing a
Notice of Decision. This document incorporates comments received during the public review
period, and contains responses by the Lead Agency (the CPUC) to those comments. The
comments received did not necessitate changes to the Draft MND or the Mititation Monotoring,
Reporting, and Compliance Plan (MMRCP). The sole intent and purpose of the Final MND is to
provide corrections and clarity to certain facts set forth in the Draft MND, if necessary, to ensure
accuracy. No new significant environmental impacts are identified in this Final MND.
Additionally, no mitigation measures presented in the Draft MND were deleted or modified.

1 The Final MND is a combination of this Response to Comment Document and the Draft MND included as
Appendix A.

2 Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Sections 15000 — 15387 and Appendices, accessible at
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/cega/guidelines/
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1. Introduction

The Final MND is an informational document prepared by the CPUC to be used by decision
makers before approving or denying a proposed project. The Final MND consists of the
following:

(@  Alist of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft MND.

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the Draft MND either verbatim or in
summary.

(c) The Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and Compliance Plan (MMRCP).

1.2 Public Review Process

On November 20, 2007, the CPUC mailed a notice to relevant agencies, organizations and
individuals residing in the Proposed Project area, announcing that the Draft MND was available
for public review. The CPUC established a comment fax line (415-896-0332), e-mail address
(morrisoncreek@esassoc.com), and web site
(http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/morrisoncreek/morrison.html) to enable the
public to ask questions, provide comments, and obtain additional information on the Proposed
Project discussed in the Draft MND.

Additionally, the CPUC held a public information meeting on Wednesday, December 12, 2007 at
the Smith River Community Hall, 241 First Street, Smith River, California between 6:30 and
8:30pm. No comments were made during this public informational meeting.

In accordance with Section 15105(b) CEQA Guidelines, the public review and comment period
for the Draft MND began on November 20, 2007 and ended on December 21, 2007. All
comments received are presented and discussed in this document.

1.3 Comments on the Draft MND

No oral comments were received at the public information meeting. The following agencies
submitted written comments on the Draft MND during the public review period. Dates of
submittal are noted.

° Del Norte County Department of Agriculture (November 29, 2007)

° Native American Heritage Commission (December 11, 2007)

° Department of Transportation, District 1 (December 19, 2007).

PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project 1-2 ESA /206320
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1. Introduction

1.4 Findings

Based on the analysis conducted in this Final MND, the CPUC has found, on the basis of the
whole record before it (including the Initial Study/Draft MND and public comments received),
that there is no substantial evidence that the Proposed Project would have any significant
unmitigable environmental impacts related to either construction activities or operations.
Accordingly, mitigation identified in the Final MND for the Proposed Project would avoid or
reduce all of the impacts to a less-than-significant level.

O Moty A S o R
Chloe Lukins, Supervisor
Transmission Permitting and Environmental Review Date

Energy Division
California Public Utilities Commission
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CHAPTER 2
Comments and Responses

2.1 Introduction

This chapter includes copies of the comment letters received during the public review period on
the Draft MND and the responses to those comments. A total of three comment letters were
received from public agencies in response to the Draft MND for PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek
Substation Project application (A.07-07-018). No letters were received from organizations or
individuals.

2.2 List of Comment Letters Received

The comment letters received on the Draft MND are listed below in Table 2-1 in order of their
arrival. Each comment letter has been assigned a corresponding alphabet letter designation.

TABLE 2-1
LIST OF COMMENTERS

Letter Commenter Date
Del Norte County Department of Agriculture November 29, 2007
B Native American Heritage Commission December 11, 2007
Department of Transportation, District 1 December 19, 2007

2.3 Responses to Comments

This section contains responses to all of the substantive comments received on the Draft MND
during the public review period from November 20, 2007 through December 21, 2007. Each
comment letter was assigned a letter according to the system identified previously (i.e., A, B,
etc.). Each comment addressed within each letter was assigned a comment number (i.e., A-1, A-2,
etc.). On the following pages of this section, each comment letter is reproduced in its entirety
followed by the responses to each comment within the letter.

The three comment letters received did not necessitate any revisions to the Draft MND.

PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project 2-1 ESA /206320
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2. Comments and Responses

2.4 Public Meeting Comments and Responses

A public meeting was held on December 12, 2007 at 6:30 pm at the Smith River Community
Hall, 241 First Street, Smith River, California. Attendees were: Michael Rosauer (CPUC),
Douglas Cover, Matthew Fagundes and Rachel Baudler (ESA), and Cathie Allen and John
Aniello (PacifiCorp). No members of the public attended the meeting, so no verbal comments
were documented.
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Comment Letter A

COUNTY OF DEL NORTE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

2650 Washington Boulevard
Crescent City, California 95531
Phone (707) 464-7235 FAX (707) 465-6044
e-mail: dnag@co.del-norte.ca.us

Ken Smith

Agricultural Commissioner

Sealer of Weights and Measures
California Plant Quarantine Officer
Director of Animal Control

November 27, 2007

Mr. Michael Rosauer

C/0O Environmental Science Associates
225 Bush Street, Ste. 1700

San Francisco, CA 94104

RE: Morrison Creek Project
Dear Mr. Rosauer:

The Del Norte County Department of Agriculture has received and reviewed the Draft
Pacificorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project Initial Study / Mitigated Negative

Declaration.

Based on the information contained in Section 2.2 - Agricultural Resources, my A-1
department concurs that the proposed project will pose “no impact” on local agricultural
resources.

Thank you for providing the Del Norte County Department of Agriculture with the
opportunity to review and comment on your proposed project.

Sincerely,

Pt
Ken Smith
Agricultural Commissioner


reb
Line

reb
Text Box
A-1


2. Comments and Responses

Letter A — Del Norte County Department of Agriculture

Response A-1 The commenter concurs with the DMND that the proposed project will pose
“no impact” on local agricultural resources. Comment noted.
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Comment Letter B

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
915 GAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 8534082

(918) 657-5390 - Fax

December 3, 2007

Moo

Michael Rosauer {b.
California Public Utilities Commission M’ M 'ﬁ
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

RECEIVED
DEC 11 2007

STATE CLEARING HOUSE

RE: SCHit 2007112094 PacifiCorp's Morrison Creek Substation Project; Del Norte County.

Qear Mr. Rosauer:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has reviewed the Notice of Completion (NOC) referenced above.
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) states that any project that causes a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an historical resource, which includes archeological resources, is a significant effect requiring the preparation of
an EIR (CEQA Guidelines 15084(b)). To comply with this pravision the lead agency is required to assess whether the project
will have an adverse impact on historical resources within the area of project effect (APE), and if so to mitigate that effect. To
adequately assess and mitigate project-related Impacts to archaeological resources, the NAHC recommends the foliowing

actions:

v Contact the appropriate regional archaeologicai information Center for a record search. The record search will determine:

= [fa part or all of the area of project effect (APE) has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

= If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE.

= If the probability Is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

»  fa survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.
v’ If an archagological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report detailing the

findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.

= The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measurers should be submitted immediately
to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and

associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for pubic

disclosure.

»  The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the appropriate

regional archaeological Information Center.
v Contact the Native Amarican Heritage Commission for:

« A Sacred Lands File Check, S 7.5-minu le name, townsghi

e, and section

= Alist of appropriate Native American contacts for consultation conceming the project site and to assist in the

mitigation measures. Natlve American Contacts List attached,

v Lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not preclude their subsurface existence.

= Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation of accidentally

discoverad archeological resources, per Califomia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) §15064.5(f), In areas of
identified archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a culturally affillated Native American, with
knowledge in cuitural resources, should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.

« Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provislons for the disposition of recovered artifacts, in

consultation with cuitusally affiliated Native Americans,

* |Lead agencies should Include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains in their mitigation plan.
Health and Safety Code §7050.5, CEQA §15084.5(e), and Public Resources Code §5097.98 mandates the
process to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in 2 location other than a

dedicated cemetery.

SinF%aly,

Katy Sanchez
Program Analyst

CC: State Clearinghouse

B-1
B-2

B-3
B-4

B-5
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter B — Native American Heritage Commission

Response B-1

Response B-2

Response B-3

Response B-4

Response B-5

The commenter states that in order to comply with CEQA, the lead agency is
required to assess whether a project will have an adverse impact on historic
resources within the ‘area of potential effect (APE)’ and if so, to mitigate that
effect. In order to adequately assess project-related impacts on historical
resources, Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) recommended
specific actions, listed in the comments which follow. Responses are
provided below with each specific comment.

The commenter recommends contacting the appropriate regional
archaeological information Center for a record search. As described in
IS/MND Section 2.5, Cultural Resources, an archaeological literature search
was conducted on May 3, 2007, at the North Coast Information Center of the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) in Klamath,
California, by Environmental Planning Group. Results of this literature
search resulted in no known archaeological resources or cultural resource
surveys within the Proposed Project site, and only one recorded
archaeological resource, CA-DNO-047, within a one-mile radius of the site.

The commenter states if an archaeological inventory survey is required, the
final stage is the preparation of a professional report detailing the findings
and recommendations of the records search and final survey. As discussed on
IS/MND page 2.5-6, a pedestrian survey was conducted on May 2, 2007 by a
qualified archaeologist. Findings and recommendations are described on
IS/MND page 2.5-7. No historic resources or unigue archaeological
resources were identified within the study area.

The commenter recommends contacting the NAHC for a Sacred Lands File
search and a list of appropriate Native American contacts for consultation
concerning the project site and to assist in the mitigation measures. As stated
on IS/MND page 2.5-5, the NAHC was contacted via fax on October 4,
2007. The NAHC responded via facsimile on October 15, 2007, stating that
there was no specific site information in the sacred lands file for the
Proposed Project area. In addition, the closest Native American community,
the Smith River Rancheria, as well as other Native American contacts in the
project area were sent information request letters (see complete list on page
2.5-6). No response was received from the Smith River Rancheria or any
other Native American contacts.

The commenter states that the lack of surface evidence of archaeological
resources does not preclude their subsurface existence. Lead agencies should
include mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation of
accidentally discovered archeological resources; disposition of recovered
artifacts in consultation with culturally affiliated Native Americans. The
commenter is referred to Mitigation Measures 2.5-1, 2.5-2, and 2.5-3.

PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project 2-6 ESA /206320
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2. Comments and Responses

Response B-6 The commenter states that lead agencies should include provisions for
discovery of Native American human remains in their mitigation plans. Refer
to Health and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §85097.98 and
15064.5(e) of CEQA Guidelines for procedures in the event of an accidental
discovery of any human remains. The commenter is referred to Mitigation
Measure 2.5-3.
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12719/2087 16:21 CALTRANS PLANNING » 914158968332 NO. 171 ral

STATR OR A !.!Eszsulaﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ. !Beuﬂ PORTATION AND FIOUISING AQUNCY ARNOLD H RZENEQORK, CIoVCm:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION @6%2

DISTRICT 1, P. O. BOX 3700
EUREKA, CA 95502-3700

PHONE (707) 441-2009

FAX (707) 441-5869 Flex your power!
TTY (Teletypawriter #707-445-6463) Be anergy efficienti

Comment L
December 19, 2007 ent Letter C
1-DN-101-39.398

Morrison Creek Substation

SCH# 2007112094

Mr. Michael Rosauer o -
Morrison Creek Praject Past-it® Fax Note 7671 (9%, o fo [Asis> |
cfo Environmental Science Associates Ta ar < ) From |
225 Bush Street, Suite 1700 o Dopt e
San Francisco, CA 94104 ___ _E3A —Calfrans

| 0 o LS ET L
Dear Michael Rosauer, Fxt 1816 ) 39 5-0332" (707 441- 5 %1 |

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on the proposed Mitigated Negative
Declaration for PacifiCorp’s Mortison Creek Substation project. The project proposes to construct
anew substation to replace the existing Simonson Substation. The project is located south of
Rowdy Creek and adjacent to the eastem side of US Route 101 near the community of Smith
River. We have the following comment:

Any work within the State right of way, including access improvements and utility installation
and/or modifications. will require an encroachment permit. Encroachment permit applications are
reviewed for consistency with State standards and are subject to Deparument approval. We C-1
recommend that the applicant contact Vern Callahan of Caltrans District 1 Permits office, ar (707)
443-6679 10 schedule an early consultation prior to submittal of an Encroachment Permit
application, Requests for encroachment permit application forms can be sent to Caltrans District |
Permits Office, P.O. Box 3700, Bureka CA 95502-3700, or requested by phane at (707) 445-6390.
Encroachment permit application forms, the Permit Manual and application instructions can now
be found on-line at;

< http://www.dot.ca. govihg/traffops/develapserv/permits/index.htm >.

If you have questions or need further assistance, please contact me at the number above or contact
Jeremy Mills of District 1 Community Planning at (707) 441-4542.

Sincerely,

N T

Jesse Robertson

Associate Transportation Planner
District 1 Community Planning

c: Scott Morgan, State Clearinghouse

“Caltrans impraves mohiliry across California.”
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2. Comments and Responses

Letter C — Department of Transportation, District 1

Response C-1 The commenter states that any work within the State of California right of
way will require an encroachment permit. The Proposed Project does not
involve any work within the State of California right of way, therefore an

encroachment permit is not required for the proposed project. Comment
noted.
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CHAPTER 3

Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting, and
Compliance Program

3.1 Summary

For informational purposes, this chapter includes Table 5-1, Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting,
and Compliance Program for the Morrison Creek Substation Project, beginning on the following
page. This table has been reproduced from the Draft MND to summarize the impacts and
mitigations for the Proposed Project. No changes in this table have occurred as a result of
comments on the Draft MND.

PacifiCorp’s Morrison Creek Substation Project 3-1 ESA /206320
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