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California Public Utilities Commission 
Smart Grid Rulemaking 

R.08-12-009 
 

WORKSHOP 2 — THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
 

JUNE 5, 2009 
10:00AM – 3:45PM 

AUDITORIUM 
CPUC, 505 VAN NESS AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 

 
The purpose of the workshop is to investigate the potential impact of the Smart Grid at the distribution 
system level and identify policies that the Commission should consider.  How can a movement toward a 
“smarter” distribution system support existing energy policies? How can the Smart Grid help to integrate 
distributed energy resources, including generation and storage, into the distribution system? How can the 
Smart Grid improve monitoring in the distribution system? How can the Smart Grid increase the efficiency 
of the distribution system? What cyber-security measures should be taken to protect the utility’s systems 
and facilities from intruders? What metrics should be used to quantify success in moving toward a 
smarter electricity distribution system?  
 
Each section will begin with brief presentations by stakeholders or experts.  The presentations will be 
followed by discussion moderated by Commission staff.   
 
The workshop will be webcast (video & listen only).  The video webcast will be at 
www.californiaadmin.com/cgi-bin/cpuc.cgi.  Presentations will be on the web for viewing at 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/smartgrid.htm.   

 
AGENDA 

 
Welcome and Opening Comments – 10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

Assigned Commissioner Rachelle Chong 
 
10:15 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. – Within the distribution system, how can the Smart Grid promote the adoption 
and maximize the benefits of increased penetration of distributed energy resources, including distributed 
generation (solar, wind, etc) and energy storage?  How can the Smart Grid facilitate the integration of 
demand response? 
 

Panelists: 
• Shannon Graham, Associate Director, Navigant Consulting 
• Kevin Dasso, Senior Director of Asset Strategy and Planning, PG&E  
• Tom Bialek, Chief Engineer, Technology Development and Innovation, SDG&E 
• Byron Washom, Director of Strategic Energy Initiatives, University of California, San Diego  
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LUNCH BREAK:  12:00 p.m.  – 1:30 p.m. 
 
 

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 pm – How can the Smart Grid increase the reliability and efficiency of the distribution 
system, for example, by improving situational awareness, achieving greater automation and incenting self 
healing, and improving asset utilization?  How do we protect the grid’s distribution system with cyber-
security from attacks from intruders or terrorists?   

 
Panelists: 

• Patrick Heavey, Director of Smart Grid Systems, S&C Electric 
• Walt Johnson, Principal for Technology Strategies,  California ISO  
• Paul De Martini, Vice President of Advanced Technologies, SCE 
• Saadat Malik, Senior Manager, Software Development, Cisco Systems  

 
WRAP-UP:  3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 


