
California Public Utilities Commission

California Energy Commission

Smart Grid & The Federal Stimulus Package
March 27, 2009

1:30pm – 3:30pm

CPUC Courtyard Room
Workshop Agenda

Purpose – To discuss the implications of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 on this Commission’s Smart Grid proceeding and to assist the Commission in reaching a preliminary determination of whether Commission action is needed to support the efforts of California utilities to obtain Federal funding for smart grid investments

Participating parties are encouraged to address the following questions separately and briefly.  We will have two rounds of short statements.  We ask parties to limit their responses in each round to the topics identified for that round.
I. Introductions – Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner Jeff Byron, California Energy Commission
Commissioner Art Rosenfeld, California Energy Commission
Administrative Law Judge Timothy Sullivan
II. Overview of ARRA – Commissioner Rachelle Chong 
Round I (Anticipated Duration of 45 minutes)
III. Investor-Owned Utilities/Municipal Utilities - What opportunities do utilities see in ARRA to seek federal funding for smart grid investments that will benefit California? 

IV. Other Companies - What opportunities do technology companies/
manufacturers/software companies/appliance companies see resulting from ARRA?
V. Consumer Groups – What actions do Consumer Advocates see necessary to ensure that California ratepayers are benefiting from ARRA?

VI. CEC and CAISO – How should the smart grid programs of the CEC and CAISO affect Commission actions concerning ARRA?
Round II (Anticipated Duration of 60 minutes)   
VII. What should the Commission do to support the efforts of California’s investor-owned utilities and other parties to seek ARRA funding related to smart grid in ways that promote the interests of all Californians, including ratepayers?  We invite the IOUs to respond followed by the vendors and then the consumer advocates.
VIII. As schedule permits we will initiate a discussion on the additional workshop topics listed in the March 3rd Ruling of ALJ Sullivan as parties deem relevant.
Staff Contact:  Tom Flynn at trf@cpuc.ca.gov or by phone at 916-324-8689
(revised March 19, 2009)


