CASF Eligibility for Wireless Broadband Providers

 How to register your wireless company with the California Public Utilities Commission and become eligible for grants from the California Advanced Services Fund 
All broadband providers, including wireless broadband providers, are eligible to apply for funding from the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF).  As part of the CASF application process, however, every applicant must register with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  There are several ways to register with the Commission, but if a company is a licensed Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) provider, then it only needs to apply for a Wireless Identification Registration (WIR) number (all other wireless broadband providers must apply for a CPCN as a CLEC or, partner with or submit an application through a consortium which currently has a CPCN).  
Competitive Local Carriers (CLCs or CLECs) and the Non-Dominant Inter-Exchange Carriers (NDIEC) must apply for a CPCN authority.  For more information, see the following links:
CLCs - http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Information+for+providing+service/clcapps.htm
NDIECs - http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Information+for+providing+service/ldcomp.htm
How to register for a WIR number
Include the following information on company letterhead and signed by at least one officer of the company.  
· Type of service(s) to be offered.

· The legal name of the business offering such service.

· Any fictitious or other names under which such service will be offered.

· The applicant’s Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Federal Registration Number (FRN) if wireless facilities based registration is sought.

· The local business address for the utility, if any.

· The home office business address if different than the local business address.

· The name and address of the designated agent for service of process.

· Name, title, mailing address, e-mail address, and telephone number of the person to be contacted regarding the reported information.

· The identity of the directors and principal officers of the business.

· Names of all affiliated companies and their relationship, indicating if the affiliate is a regulated public utility.

· Telephone numbers to which service or other customer complaints should be directed.

Send this information to:

California Public Utilities Commission


Communications Division

Wireless ID Registration (WIR)


505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102
The Commission will provide you a WIR number after it receives and processes the registration information. 

More information about WIR registration is available at:  
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Information+for+providing+service/wireless.htm
Ongoing Requirements
Within 30 days of any change(s) to the status of a company’s registration information, it must submit notification in writing to the Commission.  Doing so ensures that a carrier will receive Commission news and information related to its operating authority including, but not limited to, carrier notices and proceeding information generated by service lists.  Reference your company’s WIR number (U- number) when updating your information using the on-line form at the following link:  
https://efrs.cpuc.ca.gov/efrs/app/carrier_external_search/list.asp
For questions, call Carlos Figueroa at (415) 703-1993.

