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Responses to Comment Set 1 
Michael M. Marinak, Ph.D. 
1-1 The comment notes that SONGS is a valuable resource that provides base-load power with 

limited direct emissions.  The comment goes on to describe the benefits provided to the elec-
trical system and fuel supply diversity by SONGS in its existing condition, and this does not 
require a response.  The second portion of the comment supports replacing the steam gene-
rators and notes that successful steam generator replacement has successfully occurred at 
other sites. 

The comment also addresses and supports the economics of the Proposed Project.  Issues 
related to project cost are not addressed under CEQA, as noted in Draft EIR Section A and 
Section D.1.2.5.  The ratemaking proposal is a focus of the CPUC General Proceeding.  In 
the General Proceeding, the CPUC must balance the environmental impacts of the Proposed 
Project with the economic consequences of cost recovery that would be sponsored by the 
ratepayers.  Section A.5 of the Draft EIR describes how the CPUC uses non-environmental 
information in the decision-making process. 

The comment also states that there are no technologies that could reliably and cost-
effectively replace the base-load capacity of SONGS without producing large amounts of air 
pollution.  Various replacement technologies are available that produce low levels or zero 
emissions, although most tend to be intermittent energy sources.  Section C.6 of the Draft 
EIR describes the various scenarios under the No Project Alternative that include natural 
gas combined cycle power plants; transmission facilities; alternative energy technologies 
such as solar thermal, photovoltaics, wind turbines, geothermal power, biomass power, fuel 
cells; and system enhancements including demand-side management and distributed genera-
tion.  Section D.1.2.3 notes that it would be speculative to forecast exactly how any 
replacement power would be provided.  The comment also notes that wind power alone can 
not replace the base-load electricity generated by SONGS.  Throughout the Draft EIR, the 
environmental impacts of development and operation of wind turbines, including the re-
quirement of large land areas to generate sufficient electricity, visual impacts, and bird 
mortality, are described as part of the analysis for the No Project Alternative. 
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Responses to Comment Set 2 
Russell D. Hoffman 
2-1 The contact information provided in the comment and at the May 12, 2005 Public Meeting 

for the SONGS Steam Generator Replacement Project Draft EIR was included in the mail-
ing list for the CEQA process.  The comment also provides the web site links to informa-
tion regarding existing potential terrorist threats to SONGS.  Terrorism and radioactive 
waste storage and handling are issues that are part of the baseline conditions of SONGS, 
and the baseline has been addressed throughout the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Section 
A.4.5, SONGS Security, and Section D.12.1, Environmental Setting for the Proposed Proj-
ect, Facility Security and Terrorism Issues and Spent Fuel Risk Baseline.  The Proposed 
Project would not cause any significant change to the existing baseline conditions related to 
security or waste storage and handling and, thus, would not have any significant impacts.  
Please see also Master Response MR-1 (Baseline). 
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Responses to Comment Set 3 
Russell D. Hoffman 

3-1 This comment presents general concerns, opinions and information generally in regard to 
potential hazards associated with spent fuel storage, the cost of the Proposed Project, the 
operating history of the SONGS facility, and the potential for accidents at the project site.  
The comments do not address the adequacy of the information or analysis provided by the 
Draft EIR.  The comment letter has been included in the Final EIR so the comments may 
be reviewed by decision-makers when considering the SONGS project. 

The hazards of spent fuel storage, the potential for accidents at SONGS, and the general operat-
ing history of SONGS are aspects of the environmental baseline that is the context of analy-
sis for project-related impacts in the EIR, as described in Draft EIR Section D.1.2.1.  The 
Proposed Project would not cause any significant change to the existing baseline activity of 
spent fuel storage and, thus, would not have any significant impacts.  Please also see Master 
Response MR-1 (Baseline).  The scope of CEQA does not include project cost or ratepayer 
benefit in the environmental evaluation of the Proposed Project or alternatives.  Project cost 
and ratepayer benefits are addressed by the CPUC in the General Proceeding (A.04-02-026) 
on the Proposed Project. 

3-2 This comment presents general concerns, opinions and information generally in regard to 
the cost of the Proposed Project, risks and hazards associated with radioactive material and 
nuclear power plants, existing energy supplies in California, and projects proposed by NASA.  
The comments do not address the adequacy of the information or analysis provided by the 
Draft EIR.  The comment letter has been included in the Final EIR so the comments may 
be reviewed by decision-makers when considering the SONGS project.  Please also see 
Response 3-1. 
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Responses to Comment Set 4 
Russell D. Hoffman 

4-1 Draft EIR Section A.4.1, NRC Jurisdiction, and Section A.5, CPUC Jurisdiction, discuss 
the authority of the NRC and the CPUC over the Proposed Project, and the relevancy of the 
Draft EIR to identify measures to ensure public safety and/or safe work practices during 
project activities.  Please see also Master Response MR-3 (Jurisdiction). 

The risks posed by operation of a pressurized water reactor (PWR), spent fuel handling and 
storage, and low-level radioactive waste are recognized as part of the baseline conditions at 
SONGS, which are addressed in several locations throughout the Draft EIR.  Please refer to 
Section D.12.1, Environmental Setting for the Proposed Project, and Master Response 
MR-1 (Baseline).  No significant safety impacts would occur as a result of the Proposed 
Project. 
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