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Responses to Comment Set A0015, cont. 
Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians 

A0015-1 The Future Transmission System Expansions were evaluated at an appropriate program-
matic level in the Draft EIR/EIS as described in Section B.2.7. Impacts associated with 
the Future Transmission System Expansions are discussed in Sections D.2.18, D.3.11, 
D.4.11, D.5.11, D.6.11, D.7.15, D.8.11, D.9.11, D.10.11, D.11.11, D.12.11, D.13.11, 
D.14.11, and D.15.13 of Volumes 2 and 3 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Because the routes 
are not well defined and any future transmission project would require an independent 
permitting and environmental compliance process with project level CEQA/NEPA analy-
sis, the level of detail in the analysis of the Future Transmission System Expansions as 
carried out in the Draft EIR/EIS is appropriate. No changes to the level of analysis 
have been made. See also Responses to Comments B0012-10 to B0012-13 and the 
Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS pages 1-1 and 1-4. 

A0015-2 The Future Transmission System Expansions were evaluated at an appropriate program-
matic level in the Draft EIR/EIS. As discussed on page B-24 of the Draft EIR/EIS, 
CEQA requires that the “degree of specificity required in an EIR will correspond to the 
degree of specificity involved in the underlying activity which is described in the EIR.” 
(CEQA Guidelines § 15146.) When the general impacts of a project are reasonably 
foreseeable, but the specific details have not yet been defined, “the EIR need not be as 
detailed as an EIR on the specific construction projects that might follow.” (Id., sub. 
(b).) However, a programmatic level EIR still requires baseline data. 

Additionally, the 500 kV Full Loop Alternative was discussed and screened out in Sec-
tion 4.9.18 in Appendix 1 (Alternatives Screening Report) in Volume 6 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. Please refer to Responses to Comments A0015-1 and B0012-10 to B0012-13 
and the Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS pages 1-1 and 1-4. 

A0015-3 The commenter is correct that the one of the potential routes of the 230 kV future trans-
mission system expansion identified by SDG&E would pass through the La Jolla and 
Rincon lands to Escondido Substation. The 230 kV expansion was described in Section 
B.2.7.1 in the Draft EIR/EIS and was evaluated at a programmatic level for each issue 
area in Section D of the Draft EIR/EIS. The La Jolla Band and the Rincon Band of 
Luiseño Indians retain their rights as tribal governments to approve or disapprove an 
easement through their lands. 

A0015-4 The commenter states that the Draft EIR/EIS should be recirculated to include detailed 
environmental analysis of the 500 kV corridor along SR76 and the 230 kV expansion 
across the La Jolla and Rincon lands. The analyses of these routes are included in the 
Draft EIR/EIS. The future transmission line routes are described in Section B.2.7, and 
impact analyses are presented in each part of Section D of the Draft EIR/EIS. That 
analysis is adequate to disclose the impacts of such a future 230 kV and/or 500 kV cor-
ridors to the public and the decision-makers evaluating the Sunrise Powerlink Project. 
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 As explained in Section B.2.7.2, “…approval of the SRPL [Sunrise Powerlink] would 
not result in automatic approval of the potential future expansions to the SRPL and all 
future 230 or 500 kV lines would require new applications by SDG&E, followed by 
preparation of project-level environmental documents and separate approvals from the 
CPUC prior to permitting and construction.” 
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