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Responses to Comment Set H0016 
Mary Aldern 
H0016-1 The commenter suggests that emerging technologies would allow onsite solar technolo-

gies to be viable energy generators thereby reducing the need to import power from far 
away industrial solar and wind farms. The commenter notes that an MIT professor has 
discovered a way of storing intermittently generated alternative energy. The commenter 
does not provide the name of the MIT professor; however, in July, 2008 Daniel Nocera 
published a breakthrough in storing solar energy. Nocera states that he will now focus 
on integrating this technology into intermittent renewable energy systems and gives an 
estimate of 10 years before the technology would be widely available.1 As such, the 
technology is not currently available for consideration. The commenter also states that 
the cost of solar energy generators is decreasing and the efficiency increasing, making 
solar energy more viable. The viability of solar technology is acknowledged in the 
EIR/EIS. Solar energy is a component of the New In-Area All-Source Generation Alter-
native (Section E.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS) and the New In-Area Renewable Generation 
Alternative (Section E.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS) ranked as the top two environmentally 
superior alternatives. General Response GR-6 addresses an All-Solar Alternative. The 
commenter’s support for in-basin solar generation as a means of reducing the cost of 
wildfire and energy prices is acknowledged. Please see General Response GR-12 
regarding the need and cost of the Proposed Project. 

 

 

 
1  Earth2tech, 2008. MIT Researchers Deliver Solar Energy Storage Breakthrough. http://earth2tech.com/2008/

07/31/mit-solar-energy-storage-breakthrough/. Accessed September, 2008.  
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Jay W. Shrock 
H0017-1 See Responses to Comment Set G0004. 

The commenter’s concern regarding visual impacts to his property is acknowledged. 
Visual impacts from the BCD South Option are addressed in Section E.2.3.3 in Volume 
4 of the Draft EIR/EIS and in Section 3.3.2.3 of the RDEIR/SDEIS. Note, the BCD 
South Option has been revised and moved slightly west to avoid a Riparian Conserva-
tion Area within the commenter’s property. Please also note that the EIR/EIS analyzed 
a “New In-Area All-Source Generation Alternative” and a “New In-Area Renewable 
Generation Alternative” in Sections E.5 and E.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS. 
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Responses to Comment Set H0018 
Judith M. Withers 
H0018-1 The commenter suggests energy generation should occur close to the source of need 

and be decentralized. The New In-Area All-Source Generation Alternative (Section E.6 
in Volume 5 of the Draft EIR/EIS) and the New In-Area Renewable Generation Alter-
native (Section E.5 in Volume 6 of the Draft EIR/EIS) include decentralized sources of 
energy generation within San Diego County. Please see General Response GR-6 regard-
ing the San Diego Smart Energy 2020 plan. The commenter’s support for the No Proj-
ect Alternative and for mandated rooftop solar and wind projects is acknowledged. 
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H0019-1 See Responses to Comment Set G0004. 
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