
 
Vertebrates Observed or Detected on the SCE West of Devers Project Alignment, 

Riverside County, California  

 

 
Pigeons and Doves  Columbidae 
Eurasian Collared-Dove  Streptopelia chinensis 
Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura 
 
Cuckoos, Roadrunners & allies  Cuculidae 
Greater Roadrunner  Geococcyx californianus 

 
Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Barn Owl (remains)  Tyto alba 

 
Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Burrowing Owl  Athene cunicularia 

 
Goatsuckers  Caprimulgidae 
Common Poorwill  Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 

 
Hummingbirds  Trochilidae 
Anna’s Hummingbird  Calypte anna 

Costa’s Hummingbird  Calypte costae 

 
Woodpeckers  Picidae 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker  Picoides scalaris 
Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus 
 
Tyrant Flycatchers  Tyrannidae 
Say’s Phoebe  Sayornis saya 

 
Shrikes  Laniidae 
Loggerhead Shrike  Lanius ludovicianus 

 
Jays, Magpies, & Crows  Corvidae 
Common Raven  Corvus corax 

 
Larks  Alaudidae 
Horned Lark  Eremophila alpestris 

 
Swallows  Hirundinidae 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 

 
Penduline Tits & Verdin  Remizidae 
Verdin  Auriparus flaviceps 

 
Wrens  Troglodytidae 
Cactus Wren  Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus 
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Rock Wren  Salpinctes obsoletus 

Bewick’s Wren  Thryomanes bewickii 
 

Old World Warblers & Gnatcatchers Sylviidae 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (M)  Polioptila caerulea 
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher  Polioptila melanura 

 
Mockingbirds, Thrashers, & allies Mimidae 
Northern Mockingbird  Mimus polyglottos 
California Thrasher  Toxostoma redivivum 

 
Starlings  Sturnidae 
European Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

 
Wagtails and Pipits  Motacillidae 
American Pipit  Anthus rubescens 

 
Wood-warblers  Parulidae 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (M)  Dendroica coronata 

 
Emberizines  Emberizidae 
California Towhee  Melozone crissalis 

Brewer’s Sparrow (M)  Spizella breweri 
Black-throated Sparrow  Amphispiza bilineata 

Sage Sparrow  Amphispiza belli 
Savannah Sparrow (M)  Passerculus sandwichensis 
White-crowned Sparrow (M)  Zonotrichia leucophrys 

 
Blackbirds  Icteridae 
Western Meadowlark  Sturnella neglecta 

 
Fringilline & Cardueline Finches Fringillidae 
House Finch  Carpodacus mexicanus 
Lesser Goldfinch  Carduelis psaltria 

 
Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

 
MAMMALS  MAMMALIA 

 
Rabbits and Hares  Leporidae 
Desert Cottontail  Sylvilagus audubonii 
Black-tailed Jackrabbit  Lepus californicus 

 
Squirrels, Chipmunks, and Marmots Sciuridae 
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White-tailed Antelope Squirrel  Ammospermophilus leucurus 

 
New World Mice  Cricetidae 
Desert Woodrat (middens)  Neotoma lepida 

 
Foxes, Wolves, and relatives  Canidae 
Gray Fox (observed)  Urocyon cinereoargenteus 
Coyote (scat)  Canis latrans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M = species observed during migration or wintering 
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A2-1 

 
Photo 1. East end of the alignment near the Devers Substation. 

 
Photo 2. View of the alignments at the east end of the project, facing west (East of 

State Highway 62). 
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A2-2 

 
Photo 3. Representative view of the sparse Sonoran Creosote Bush Scrub habitat 

east of State Highway 62.  

 
Photo 4. View of Super Creek on Whitewater Hill, a Burrowing Owl was observed 

in the west bank at this location.   
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A2-3 

 
Photo 5. View of Sahara Mustard (Brassica tournefortii)  dominated habitat on wind 

farm on Whitewater Hill.   

 
Photo 6. Alignment crossing Whitewater Canyon (note lines in upper part of photo). 

View from east edge of Whitewater Canyon looking west. 
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A2-4 

 
Photo 7. View from western edge of Whitewater Canyon, looking east along 

alignment. 

 
Photo 8. Hilly terrain west of Whitewater Canyon. 
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A2-5 

 
Photo 9. View from one of the hilltops west of Whitewater Canyon, showing steep 

topography and I-10 to the south. 

 
Photo 10. View looking west as alignment exits hilly terrain, east of Verbenia and the 

Morongo Indian Reservation. 



SCE West of Devers Upgrade Desert Tortoise Survey 
January 2012 

 

A2-6 

 
Photo 11. Brittlebush-dominated habitat at the base of the hills, this is the area where 

the two Red diamond rattlesnakes were observed.  

 
Photo 12. Alignment west of “Verbena” residential area, facing east.  
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A2-7 

 
Photo 13. Class 4 (possible) tortoise burrow east of the Morongo Indian Reservation, 

the only tortoise sign on this survey not found on the reservation. 

 
Photo 14. Habitat view of the eastern part of the Morongo Indian Reservation.  
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A2-8 

 
Photo 15. Class 2 tortoise burrow with one Class 3 scat on apron.  Found on the 

alignment on the eastern portion of the Morongo Indian Reservation.   

 
Photo 16. Class 3 tortoise burrow with twelve Class 3 tortoise scat and one Class 4 

scat found in and around the burrow.  This burrow was found in a hilly 
area on the reservation. 
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Photo 17. Class 4 tortoise scat found on the eastern part of the Morongo Indian 

Reservation (not associated with a burrow), on the project ROW.   

 
Photo 18. View of the habitat on the western end of the area surveyed for tortoise (on 

the Morongo Indian Reservation), facing east.  
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