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SECTION 1.0 – INTRODUCTION 

1.1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The Cleveland National Forest (CNF) is requesting an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared 
for the issuance of a Master Special Use Permit to the San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E). The 
Master Special Use Permit would cover the operations and maintenance of the existing electric 
distribution and transmission lines, appropriate access roads, and facilities within the Trabuco, Palomar, 
and Descanso Ranger Districts of the CNF. The existing facilities are needed to supply power to local 
communities, residents, and government-owned facilities located within and adjacent to the CNF The 
CNF is also analyzing operational and equipment upgrades and improvements to the existing lines. The 
Master Special Use Permit would also include conditions necessary for resource protection. Chambers 
Group, Inc (Chambers Group) has conducted biological surveys including focused sensitive wildlife 
species surveys and focused surveys for rare plants along the distribution and transmission line Rights of 
Way (ROW) within the CNF (Project Area1

The objective of this study was to determine the presence or absence of the Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus 
californicus; ARTO) and suitable ARTO habitat within the proposed Project Area. 

). The survey results will be submitted by SDG&E to the CNF in 
support of the EIS to help analyze potential impacts to sensitive species within the Project Area. The 
Project Area includes approximately 167 linear miles of 12 transmission and distribution lines and 
includes the associated access roads and work areas. In addition to the data gathered from the 
Chambers Group surveys, the United States Forest Service (USFS) Biological Assessment/Biological 
Evaluation (BA/BE) for the CNF will be used to support this effort and report analysis. 

1.2. SURVEY AREA 

Chambers Group conducted focused ARTO surveys within the Project Area. Chamber Group biologists 
conducted a helicopter survey of the Project Area to determine where species specific surveys should be 
conducted (see Section 2.1 for Habitat Assessment). Areas identified as ARTO “suitable” habitat within 
CNF models were included in the review.  

The Survey Area is a 150-foot buffer around transmission/distribution pole centerlines and was 
extended to a 250-foot radius around each pole where the overhead line makes an angle greater than 2 
degrees. The additional buffer is to include potential additional work space that is typically required 
during operation and maintenance work at angle points within the overhead lines.  

Survey Areas are identified first by geographical locations within the county and are also referenced by 
the associated transmission/distribution line. These areas are then further refined to individual 
drainages that are surveyed and are graphically depicted on an accompanying aerial mapbook. One 
master mapbook was created for the entire Project Area; however, due to its size only the relevant 
mapbook pages are included in this report. 

1.3. ARTO NATURAL HISTORY 

The ARTO is a small (4.6 to 8.6 cm), uniformly warty and stocky toad with a light-colored “v”-shaped 
stripe across the head between the eyelids (Stebbins 2003, Jennings and Hayes 1994). As seen from 
                                                            

1 A complete Mapbook and description of the entire Project Area can be submitted upon request. 
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above, it is usually colored greenish gray, olive, or dull brown, generally with a light area on each sacral 
hump and in the middle of its back (Stebbins 2003). Undersurfaces are creamy to dirty white but never 
splotched, molted, or spotted with dark markings (Jennings and Hayes 1994). ARTO are found within 
riparian habitats in sandy and braided washes, riverbanks and arroyos with sandy substrates, slow 
moving pools of water, and areas of open vegetation. Ideal locations have a moderately well-developed 
but scattered shrub and tree overstory with an understory that is barren or has scattered dead leaves or 
grasses and rodent burrows (Sweet 1991). Gravels and cobbles are acceptable substrates, but fine sand 
is essential for burrowing and overwintering at these terrace locations (Sweet 1991). ARTO are 
nocturnally active from the first substantial rains (January to February) to mid-summer (early August) 
and move by hopping instead of walking or taking large leaps.  

The breeding season for ARTO runs from April through July depending on local elevation and climate 
(USFWS 2010). Males precede females to the breeding pools and display high site fidelity, generally 
positioning themselves in an open, exposed location along the pool (Sweet 1991). Males will stop calling 
when disturbed or when air temperatures fall below 55 degrees Fahrenheit. Female ARTO lay 
approximately 2,000 to 10,000 small (1.5 millimeter average diameter) dark pigmented eggs, generally 
in two long (3.7 to 10 m) strands in the shallows of the males’ calling pools (Sweet 1991). The lengths of 
the egg strands very greatly due to predators or breakage from the movement of stream substrates or 
other natural events (Chambers Group, personal observations). 

Immediately after hatching, ARTO larvae are difficult to distinguish from western toads (Bufo boreas) 
because both are small and darkly pigmented. But changes in shape, coloration, and size are apparent 
after several weeks, making ARTO larvae more easily distinguished (Hollingsworth, Gray-Lovich, and 
Lovich 2010). ARTO tadpoles become tan and cryptically colored and fusiform in shape as they develop 
(Jennings and Hayes 1994). They distribute themselves evenly in the pools they inhabit and are unable 
to recognize predatory fish, making them vulnerable to non-native fishes and invertebrates (Jennings 
and Hayes 1994). ARTO larvae require shallow, slow moving streams that are regularly flooded. ARTO 
larvae feeding methods are extremely specialized compared to other anurans; they feed by sifting the 
sandy substrate for algae, bacteria, protozoans, and fungi (Jennings and Hayes 1994). Metamorphosis 
occurs after 65 to 85 days, after which newly metamorphosed toads will remain in more saturated areas 
of the sand bars before moving up to drier areas after about one week (Jennings and Hayes 1994). Upon 
metamorphosis toadlets, or juveniles, are identical to adult ARTO in shape and coloration but without 
yellow spots commonly found on adults.  

ARTO were found historically in southern California in coastal mountains and valleys from Hunter Liggett 
Military Reservation, Monterey to San Quintín-San Simón area of Baja California (Stebbins 2003). Desert 
populations have been reported from along lower Whitewater River in Riverside County and Mojave 
River in San Bernardino County (Stebbins 2003). Direct habitat loss in conjunction with hydrological 
alterations and the introduction of non-native species has caused the ARTO to disappear from about 
75 percent of previously occupied habitat (Jennings & Hayes 1994). The extreme habitat specialization 
of ARTO places significant restraints on where ARTO can occur. This constraint has resulted in most 
populations being found now as small isolated populations (USFWS 2009). 
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SECTION 2.0 – METHODOLOGY 

2.1. HABITAT ASSESSMENT 

The purpose of the ARTO habitat assessment was to determine the presence and substrate quality of 
drainages, washes, creeks, and rivers with potential for ARTO breeding on the Project site.  

Chamber Group biologists conducted a helicopter survey of the Project Area to determine where species 
specific surveys should be conducted. ARTO habitat suitability was assessed during this helicopter 
flyover. All drainages, washes, creeks, and rivers, both permanent and temporary that intersect the 
Project ROWs were reviewed for the presence of suitable sandy substrates, stream edges not 
completely choked by vegetation, and the presence of braided channels and sand bars necessary for 
breeding. Handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) units and aerial maps were used to outline portions 
of the Project Area that would be surveyed during the 2010 ARTO focused surveys. In addition to areas 
identified by Chambers’ biologists, modeled data supplied by the CNF was also reviewed. Areas 
identified as ARTO “suitable” habitat within CNF models were included in the focused surveys. However, 
protocol-level surveys were not conducted in areas identified as “occupied” by USFWS and CNF. 

Most drainages within the Project Area are ephemeral or intermittent, steep and narrow drainages with 
a lack of riparian vegetation, a lack of suitable sandy substrates for burrowing (many are cobble or 
boulder-strewn), a lack of sand bars for breeding sites, and a lack of sandy, braided channels for egg-
laying. The several areas selected for ARTO surveys all contain, as visible from the air and during the first 
series of ground surveys, sandy substrates, sandy and braided channels, sand bars, and riparian/wetland 
vegetation that is not dense enough to preclude access to toads from the surrounding uplands. Areas 
that were boulder-strewn, lacked sand bars or sandy, braided channels for breeding and egg-laying sites, 
or were unsafe to access were mapped and excluded from focused surveys.  

Two control sites, at Cottonwood Creek and Sweetwater River, were designated to be included in the 
focused surveys by the United States Fish Wildlife Service (USWFS) Protocol Augment Request for AT 
(USFWS 2010). The control sites with known populations were selected to ensure overall ARTO activity 
(breeding, vocalization, foraging behaviors) was suitable throughout the survey efforts for detecting 
presence/absence above 3,000 ft in elevation (USFWS 2010). Maps of the Control Area locations are 
provided in Appendix A. Maps of the Survey Area locations are provided in Appendix B. GPS locations for 
the control sites are available in Appendix C. Section 2.2 describes methods used to conduct focused 
surveys.  

2.2. FOCUSED SURVEYS 

The ARTO focused surveys were conducted according to the protocol set forth by USFWS Arroyo Toad 
Survey Protocol (USFWS, 1999) and a USFWS Protocol Augment Request for AT (USFWS 2010). In 
addition, USFWS reference material concerning reference sites, recommended survey areas, critical 
habitat designations, and conservation plans (USFWS 2002-2010) was reviewed before performing the 
surveys. Each segment was surveyed at least six times, with at least seven days between each survey, 
within the breeding season starting from April 30 to July 2. Daytime and nighttime surveys were 
conducted within a 24-hour period. 

Daytime surveys included an assessment and mapping of ARTO habitat suitability and whether eggs, 
larvae or juveniles were present within the survey area. Nighttime surveys were conducted when the 
temperature at dusk was 55 degrees Fahrenheit or greater. Headlights and flashlights were used in 
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attempts to visually locate adult ARTO and toadlets, with the surveyor pausing periodically for 
approximately 15 minutes to listen for vocalizations. Nighttime surveys were not conducted during the 
full moon or near-full moon or during adverse weather conditions. Caution was used when surveying to 
avoid crushing any adult ARTO that might be buried in sandbars at the survey site. Stream crossings 
were avoided whenever possible; but if required to enter the water, surveyors were careful not to 
disturb or create silt deposits in potential breeding pools. Surveys were conducted in areas suitable for 
ARTO breeding (sandy substrates, stream edges not completely choked by vegetation, and the presence 
of braided channels and sand bars). The surveys were conducted in segment areas that intersected the 
250-foot radius and/or 150-foot buffer around all poles and transmission/ distribution centerlines. 
Surveys were also conducted in suitable breeding areas that were immediately adjacent to the survey 
area, such as in situations where the drainages continue immediately outside the survey area, or areas 
where the drainages exist directly parallel to the survey areas. In some locations, surveys were 
conducted up to 1000 feet upstream and downstream of the survey segment area. Photographs were 
taken of the survey segments, and all amphibians species observed or heard vocalizing were recorded.  
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SECTION 3.0 – RESULTS 

No ARTO adults, larvae, or eggs were observed within the Survey Areas; however, ARTO were confirmed 
at the Lake Henshaw and Mile 6.5 Bridge on Buckman Springs Road control sites.  

ARTO may not have been found during the focused surveys at some of the survey sites because thick 
vegetation was present up to the banks, making these areas only marginally suitable ARTO habitat. 
Photos depicting this type of survey area can be seen in Attachment B. One focused survey segment 
became desiccated during the survey timeframe and had to be eliminated from the survey. This site can 
be seen in Attachment C. 

The general riparian habitat in both the Lake Henshaw and Mile 6.5 Bridge control sites was composed 
of wide, braided channels with sandy bottoms, ample surrounding sand bars, and scarce riparian 
vegetation at the banks. Photos depicting suitable ARTO habitat can be seen in Attachment A.  

3.1. CONTROL SITES 

The original control sites, at Cottonwood Creek and Sweetwater River, were relocated due to the 
negative results of the initial surveys. The control site located along the Sweetwater River where the 
river intersected Japatul Valley Road is an area marked as “occupied” by the data provided by CNF and 
USFWS. The Sweetwater River control site lacked significant braiding and had one dominant channel 
with carp present, making this unsuitable ARTO habitat. No ARTO were observed during the time of the 
survey. Therefore, the control site was relocated along the West Fork San Luis Rey River inlet of Lake 
Henshaw, an area also marked as “occupied” (partially). This relocated control site crosses Transmission 
Line (TL) 685 crossing along a 0.7-mile section of the West Fork San Luis Rey River inlet to Lake Henshaw, 
and known hereafter as the Lake Henshaw control site (Appendix G). This area was confirmed as having 
ARTO present and was used in all subsequent surveys. The control site along Cottonwood Creek was 
originally located where it intersected two bridges at Interstate 8 and Old Highway 80, an area marked 
as “occupied” by data provided by CNF and USFWS. This area was surveyed; and due to the negative 
finding at this location, the control site was relocated further downstream to where Cottonwood Creek 
intersects with Buckman Springs Road. This location area was also identified as “occupied”. The 
relocated control station is referenced hereafter as Mile 6.5 Bridge on Buckman Springs Road, confirmed 
as having ARTO present, and was surveyed in all subsequent surveys. GPS locations of control sites are 
provided in Table 1 and in Appendix C.  

ARTO were observed at both the Mile 6.5 Bridge on Buckman Springs Road and the Lake Henshaw 
control sites. The Mile 6.5 Bridge on Buckman Springs Road Control Site Survey Area consisted of the 
listed GPS point with a 300-foot buffer in all directions. ARTO were observed in different abundances at 
this location during the survey season that extended to June 16, 2010. ARTO adults were observed 
mating at the Mile 6.5 Bridge on Buckman Springs Road Control Site on May 4, 2010. During the 
subsequent surveys, adult ARTO were observed and heard vocalizing; and eggs and larvae were 
observed throughout the survey season. Interestingly, ARTO were heard vocalizing at this location with 
temperatures recorded as low as 41 degrees Fahrenheit. This data demonstrates that males can and do 
continue calling at lower temperatures than the 55 degree Fahrenheit survey protocol parameters.  

The Lake Henshaw Control Site was distributed over a 0.7-mile reach of the West Fork San Luis Rey River 
extended from N33.282447 W-116.741068 to N33.271173 W-116.743695. The midpoint location of this 
area is N33.276316 W-116.742526 and is listed in Table 1. ARTO were documented vocalizing 
throughout the Survey Area in the shallow margins of the drainage for the duration of the survey 
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season. No eggs or larvae were documented during any of the focused surveys at this location. A data 
table of focused survey locations (referenced as corresponding Mapbook pages) and results is provided 
in Appendix D. The GPS locations and dates for observed ARTO are listed in Table 1. Appendix E lists all 
the amphibian and reptile species observed within the Survey Area during the focused surveys. 
Appendix F lists all species observed within the Survey Area during ARTO surveys. Focused survey results 
and locations (GPS points) for control sites are also provided in Appendix C.  

Table 1: GPS Locations of ARTO Observed 

Observation 
Number 

Date of 
Observation General Location GPS Location 

(NAD 83, LAT/LONG) 

  Latitude Longitude 

1 - 6 5/04/2010 – 
6/16/2010 Mile 6.5 Bridge Area N 32.71568 W -116.49954 

1 - 4 5/10/2010 – 
6/02/2010 Lake Henshaw Area N 33.27631  W -116.74252 

 

3.2. SURVEY SITE LOCATIONS 

3.2.1 Lake Henshaw Area 

Surveys were conducted within the San Luis Rey River and adjacent to Lake Henshaw along the TL 682, 
downstream of Henshaw Dam. The Survey Area for TL 682 runs along State Route (SR) 76 and the San 
Luis Rey River and works its way around the northern end of Lake Henshaw. The Lake Henshaw Control 
Site is located upstream approximately 0.5 to 1.2 mile from the TL 685 Survey Areas (Maps MS-006, -
007, -008, and -012). The Survey Area along the east drainage inlet into Lake Henshaw (Map MS-012) 
was characterized by grasslands and slow moving water with sandy substrates. Surveys were 
discontinued in this area on June 20 2010 due to the area eventually drying out. The remainder of the 
Lake Henshaw Survey Areas were characterized by southern coast live oak riparian forest and riparian 
scrub surrounded by chamise chaparral, grassland understory, and residential areas. The dense oak 
canopy along much of this area prevents light penetration. The habitat was considered marginal ARTO 
habitat with sand and gravel substrates, fast moving water with few side pools, and benching. Areas of 
sand and gravel terraces that could provide burrowing opportunities for ARTO are discontinuously 
present and are densely vegetated. However, USFWS designated Critical Habitat for ARTO exists within 
the San Luis Rey River basin located downstream and upstream of the survey locations. ARTO could 
utilize these proximal resources for foraging, hydration, and/or aestivation. In addition, individuals of all 
life stages could be relocated during migration upstream from the USFWS critical habitat areas or 
downstream from the Lake Henshaw control area during high flow events. Therefore, surveys were 
continued within this section of the drainage. A large number of California chorus frogs (Pseudacris 
cadaverina) and Pacific chorus frogs (Pseudacris regilla) were commonly heard during nighttime surveys. 
No ARTO adults, larvae, or clutches were documented during the formal surveys.  

3.2.2 Ramona to Santa Ysabel Area 

The Survey Areas along TL 637 were located south of SR 78 from the Ramona area to Santa Ysabel. 
Surveys were conducted at locations where TL 637 crosses unnamed creeks in Swartz Canyon and Dye 
Canyon as depicted on Maps MS-015, -017, -019, and -021. Much of the terrain is composed of steep 
walled valleys and canyons running in a southwesterly direction. The western most Survey Area (Map 
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MS-015) was composed primarily of southern coast live oak riparian forest and riparian scrub 
surrounded by chamise chaparral. The stream was approximately 200-feet from the closest distribution 
pole. Water flow was intermittent and appeared to be a first or second order stream with large 
boulders, cobble, with minimal sand/gravel with a mud and silt substrate. The drainage was deeply 
incised, usually less than three feet, with steep banks, steep gradient, no terracing, and a minimal 
floodplain. Dense riparian vegetation advanced up to the edge of stream flow. The upland habitat was 
comprised of non-friable soils unsuitable for burrowing. Therefore, this area was not considered suitable 
ARTO breeding habitat, and surveys in this area were discontinued. 

The Survey Area depicted on Map MS-017 was flat, grazed grassland pasture. No streams or creeks were 
present; the closest water in the immediate area was a 2-acre pond approximately 1-mile north of the 
closest distribution pole. Therefore, this site was not considered suitable ARTO breeding or upland 
habitat, as no streams are present. Surveys were discontinued in this area. The Survey Area depicted on 
Map MS-019 had a deeply incised, narrow drainage with a steep gradient drop, surrounded by chamise 
chaparral. The drainage contained no water except where a small spring flows intermittently into a stock 
pond towards the southwest of the Survey Area. Therefore, this site was not considered suitable ARTO 
breeding or upland habitat, as no streams are present. Surveys were discontinued in this area. The 
Survey Area depicted on Map MS-021 includes an adjacent 2-acre pond, presumably for livestock or 
agriculture. The pond is partially fed from a drainage swale, which flows into a narrow creek that is 
choked with emergent vegetation. Non-native annual grassland vegetation advances up to the water’s 
edge. No sand, gravel, or cobble substrate is present; and terracing and sandbars also are absent. 
Several bullfrogs (Lithobates catesbeianus) were calling from the pond, and one adult California toad 
(Anaxyrus boreas halophilus) was found within the ROW near a power pole. Upland habitat is 
Engelmann oak woodland with associated grazed grassland. Hence, the site is unsuitable as ARTO 
breeding habitat. No ARTO habitat is present at this site; therefore surveys were discontinued in this 
area. 

3.2.3 Boulder Creek Road Area 

Surveys were conducted along several drainages and tributaries located within Cedar Creek, Kelly Creek, 
Johnson Creek, Conejos Creek, and West Fork King Creek, many intersecting with Boulder Creek Road 
(Maps MS-026 through MS-030 and MS-034 through MS-036). Many of the small drainage features 
ranging from 1-foot wide to 3-feet wide along TL 626 had dramatic gradients, steeply incised narrow 
channels with substrates of rock and boulder, no terracing, and minimal floodplain and/or were dry 
during the survey. Several of the small drainages did host trickling water; however, the stream banks 
were composed of dense vegetation up to the stream course and did not exhibit sandy substrates. The 
larger drainages included Cedar Creek, Kelly Creek, and tributaries to Conejos Creek and the West Fork 
King Creek. These drainages were steep gradient streams composed rock and boulders with very little 
sand composition and sedimentation. The streams were primarily composed of riffle and run systems 
containing cascading pools coursing over rocks and boulders, typical of habitat suitable for the California 
chorus frog. These drainage features were surrounded by post fire recovering southern coast live oak 
riparian forest, southern mixed chaparral, and non-native grasslands. Surveys were conducted upstream 
and downstream of these areas up to a quarter mile to identify areas where the streams may become 
level and host floodplains with sandier substrate composition. Although small sand banks were 
scattered outside the Survey Areas, these areas were typically choked out by dense vegetation that 
would not allow for ARTO dispersal. The areas with dense vegetation were typical of habitat suitable for 
the Pacific chorus frog. The areas along TL 626 were not considered suitable for ARTO breeding sites; 
therefore surveys were discontinued in these areas. 



Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus) Focused Survey Report  
San Diego Gas & Electric CNF Master Services Permit Project 

San Diego County, California 

Chambers Group, Inc. 8 
20198 

3.2.4 Horsethief Canyon Area 

The Survey Areas were located along Japatul Valley Road from Interstate-8 south to the intersection 
with Lyon’s Valley Road (Maps MS-041, -042, -043, -045, and -046). Surveys were conducted within 
unnamed drainages in Horsethief Canyon along TL 625. The Survey Area as depicted on Map MS-041 
and -042 was located in an unnamed tributary to Carl Springs. This location included a narrow, slow 
moving creek within a southern oak woodland riparian forest along Japatul Valley Road. The Survey Area 
was located on private property and exhibited heavy disturbance from modifications to the land, 
grazing, and debris within the creek. The low gradient stream course exhibited slow moving water 
flowing over sand and loam substrates with large cobble to boulders and no gravel composition in the 
immediate vicinity. No side pools were present but may be possible under higher flow conditions. This 
area was mostly dense oak canopy with emergent vegetation. This area was considered minimally 
suitable for ARTO breeding sites; therefore, surveys were continued at this area for the remainder of the 
survey season. No ARTO were observed at this location during the survey effort. 

The small unnamed drainage areas depicted on Map MS-043 were heavily altered by the residential 
community located along Japatul Valley Road from approximately Larry Lane south to Red Hawk Ridge, 
and minimal stream characteristics were evident (bank formations, ordinary high water marks, no 
flowing water). One area outside the ROW to the east of Japatul Road at the intersection of Japatul Lane 
had stagnant water and dense riparian scrub vegetation including willows and poison oak along the 
banks. These areas were not considered suitable for ARTO breeding sites. The Survey Areas depicted on 
Map MS-045 and -046 were dense southern mixed chaparral within a steep gradient drainage composed 
of bedrock and cascading pools with no floodplain characteristics. These areas were not considered 
suitable for ARTO; therefore surveys at the areas (Maps MS-043, -045, and -046) were discontinued.  

3.2.5 Loveland Reservoir Area 

Surveys were conducted within several small unnamed drainages immediately west of the Sweetwater 
River and Taylor Creek inlet into Loveland Reservoir along TL 625. The Sweetwater River inlets have 
historically hosted ARTO (personal communication with Pete Famolaro at Sweetwater Authority) and 
are identified as “occupied” habitat. After a couple visits at this location, no ARTO were observed or 
heard. The habitat within the unnamed drainage features immediately to the west of the Sweetwater 
River inlet (Map MS-047 and -048) was southern coast live oak riparian forest and chamise chaparral 
habitat. The dense coast live oak overstory did not appear to allow much light penetration. The drainage 
feature is deeply incised with mostly a high aspect. The intermittent stream was composed primarily of 
rocky substrate and silty deposits with no side pools and lacked a sandy component. The flow was 
intermittent and mostly dry within the Survey Area. The areas of the stream that exhibited water were 
primarily bedrock pools with poor water quality (anaerobic conditions). The stream habitat was typical 
of Pacific and California chorus frog habitats. No ARTO were observed during the two site visits. Based 
on the lack of suitable breeding habitat, surveys at this location were not continued.  

3.2.6 Barrett Lake Area 

Surveys were conducted within Wilson Creek along TL 625 and Barrett Lake Road. The Survey Area along 
Barrett Road just east of Lyon’s Valley Road (Map MS-051) was southern coast live oak riparian forest 
and non-native grassy fields with scattered stands of poison oak. The dense oak canopy prevents light 
penetration. The habitat was considered marginal ARTO habitat with sand and gravel substrates and 
slow moving water with few side pools and benching. ARTO food ants were present onsite. Several 
Pacific and California chorus frogs were identified. The stream was a slow moving and shallow system, 
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but exhibits evidence of large discharges and sediment loads from storm conditions, including 12-foot 
high undercut banks. Although marginal ARTO habitat was present, no ARTO were identified during the 
survey efforts. A western pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata pallida) was observed in a tributary to the 
east. 

Surveys were conducted along the inlet into Barrett Lake in the Pine Valley Area as depicted on Maps 
MS-052 and portions of MS-053. Survey locations were located within a series of five tributaries to the 
Cottonwood Creek basin area, just north of Barrett Lake. Drainages were surveyed from west to east 
along Skye Valley Road. Although five drainage features exist in this area, two small unnamed drainages 
at the eastern end of the Survey Area were located on private property and were not visited during this 
assessment due to non-compliance from the land owner. Only drainage three drainage features to the 
west of the property were surveyed. The first Survey Area (Map MS-052) was located immediately 
downstream of the Camp Barrett Juvenile Detention Facility. This area was southern coast live oak 
riparian forest with sparse tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima) as well as mulefat and annual grassland in 
the understory. The streambed was composed of sandy substrates, gravel, and rock with braided 
sections and side pools at the upstream end of the drainage. Stable, sparsely vegetated terraces that 
provide burrowing opportunities for ARTO were occasionally present. Therefore, this area provides 
suitable breeding habitat for ARTO. No ARTO adults, larvae, or clutches were documented during the 
formal surveys. 

The second Survey Area was located along the southern end of Pine Valley Creek in the northeastern 
reach of the Barrett Lake inlet and is located within USFWS designated Critical Habitat within 
Cottonwood Creek Basin and “occupied” habitat. Cottonwood Creek extends across Barrett Lake and 
does not maintain a typical riparian corridor throughout its extent. This area along the drainage on the 
east side of Map MS-052 was characterized as a lacustrine community (lake) with red willow (Salix 
laevigata) and tamarisk along the lake edge and an annual grassland understory. Stable terraces that 
would provide burrowing opportunities for ARTO are occasionally present along narrow fringes of the 
lake, but they are densely vegetated with non-native grasses and forbs. Due to the lacustrine nature of 
this site, this Survey Area within this portion of the Pine Valley Creek does not provide suitable breeding 
habitat for the ARTO. Therefore this area was not used as a control site for surveys in the area. 

The third Survey Area was an unnamed tributary located within the CNF as depicted on the west side of 
Map MS-053. This area was southern coast live oak riparian forest with sparse tamarisk and annual 
grassland and sage scrub in the understory. A dammed reservoir is located approximately 0.2 mile 
upstream from this drainage on private property and regulates flows to this site. The drainage was 
characterized by a pool and riffle complex due to the presence of exposed rocks and boulders. Stable 
terraces that would provide burrowing opportunities for ARTO are discontinuously present and are 
densely vegetated. A large number of California chorus frog larvae were present, and adult vocalizations 
were commonly heard during nighttime surveys. Although the majority of this drainage does not 
represent suitable breeding habitat and some impediments to movement exist in and around the 
drainage, suitable breeding habitat is present upstream and downstream of this location outside of the 
Survey Area. ARTO could utilize these proximal resources for foraging, hydration, and/or aestivation. In 
addition, individuals of all life stages could be relocated downstream during high flow events. Therefore, 
surveys were continued within this drainage and the immediately surrounding areas upstream and 
downstream of the survey buffer. No ARTO adults, larvae, or clutches were documented during the 
formal surveys. 



Arroyo Toad (Anaxyrus californicus) Focused Survey Report  
San Diego Gas & Electric CNF Master Services Permit Project 

San Diego County, California 

Chambers Group, Inc. 10 
20198 

3.2.7 Descanso Area 

Surveys were conducted within portions of the Samagatuma Creek along Old Highway 80 just east of SR 
79 in the Descanso area (Map MS-091). The creek follows along the north side of Old Highway 80. Much 
of the northern extent of the roadside is fenced (barbed wire, chain link, and metal rail) and concrete k-
rails are occasional, making access to the riparian corridor difficult throughout. Regardless, several 
access points to the riparian corridor were available via private driveways. This Survey Area is 
characterized by a southern coast live oak riparian forest with a grassland understory and residential 
areas throughout. The Survey Areas were not considered suitable breeding habitat for the ARTO. 
Throughout the drainage, the stream corridor is dense with coarse, woody debris, emergent plants, 
algae, and other in-stream vegetation. This vegetation and deadwood has resulted in alternating riffle 
and pool complexes where water depth typically exceeds 4 inches. Much of the length of the drainage is 
also characterized by the presence of stagnant or near-stagnant pools. In addition, exposed, sandy 
stream banks and stable terraces that would provide burrowing opportunities are not present. No ARTO 
adults, larvae, or clutches were documented or are expected to occur within this Survey Area.  

3.2.8 Potrero Area 

Surveys were conducted north of Potrero and SR 94 (Map MS-057), approximately 2 miles south of 
Barrett Lake. The Survey Area lies along an unnamed tributary located to the east and parallel to 
Cottonwood Creek. This unnamed tributary eventually converges with Cottonwood Creek downstream 
of the Survey Area approximately 1 river mile. This portion of Cottonwood Creek is located within 
USFWS designated Critical Habitat for ARTO within Cottonwood Creek Basin. This area was not used as a 
control site for surveys due to resistance by the private land owner along Barrett Lake Road.  

The Survey Area within the unnamed tributary to Cottonwood Creek (as depicted in Map MS-057) was 
characterized as southern coast live oak riparian forest and riparian scrub with grassland and coastal 
sage scrub understory that had recently been burned, providing an open canopy along much of the 
drainage. The drainage was primarily characterized by a steep pool and riffle complex due to the 
presence of exposed rocks and boulders. Narrow areas of sand and gravel terraces that could provide 
burrowing opportunities for ARTO are discontinuously present and are densely vegetated. Although the 
majority of this drainage does not represent suitable breeding habitat and some impediments to 
movement exist in and around the drainage, suitable breeding habitat is present upstream and 
downstream of this location approximately 1,500 feet outside of the Survey Area in areas of the 
drainage which appear to lose the steep gradient. ARTO could utilize these proximal resources for 
foraging, hydration, and/or aestivation. In addition, individuals of all life stages could be found in this 
area due to migration upstream from the USFWS Critical Habitat areas along Cottonwood Creek or 
downstream during high flow events. Therefore, surveys were continued within this drainage and the 
immediately surrounding areas upstream and downstream of the survey buffer. A large number of 
California chorus frogs were commonly heard during nighttime surveys. No ARTO adults, larvae, or 
clutches were documented during the formal surveys. 

A dirt access road to the Survey Area crosses a few small, steep gradient unnamed drainages. These 
areas were southern coast live oak riparian forest and riparian scrub with a dense understory of 
grassland and sage scrub habitats. No sandy terraces were observed along these narrow, steep 
gradients, providing no support for ARTO breeding habitats. Pacific chorus frogs were commonly heard 
in the smaller drainage systems along the dirt access road to the site. No ARTO adults, larvae, or 
clutches were documented during the formal surveys. 
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SECTION 4.0 – CONCLUSION  

ARTO focused surveys were conducted within the Trabuco, Palomar, and Descanso Ranger Districts in 
the Cleveland National Forest within areas where drainage features crossed distribution and 
transmission line ROWs. Many areas were considered unsuitable breeding habitat for ARTO due to 
variable conditions including no available surface water, or narrow, deeply incised, steep gradient 
drainages with large boulders, cobble, and minimal sand/gravel and no terracing or floodplain areas. In 
many areas, dense riparian vegetation advanced up to the edge of stream flow and would not allow for 
appropriate ARTO dispersal, and/or upland habitat was comprised of non-friable soils unsuitable for 
burrowing. Although suitable habitat exists within Survey Areas southwest of Lake Henshaw, north of 
Barrett Lake, and within the Potrero and Horsethief Canyon areas, no ARTO adults, larvae, or clutches 
were documented during the formal surveys. Only the control sites at Lake Henshaw and Mile 6.5 Bridge 
on Buckman Springs Road had confirmed ARTO presence throughout the survey efforts.  
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