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San Francisco Chinatown
On behalf of the California Public Utilities Commission, welcome to this important briefing on the digital television transition.  I first wanted to thank President Sam Kok Po Ng of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association for the kind use of its facility.  

We have here today one very special honored guest, Meredith Attwell Baker, Acting Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information, of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA).  NTIA is the federal agency responsible for the DTV coupon program, and Acting Assistant Secretary Baker is the agency’s head.  Therefore, we have the nation’s most senior government official in charge of the Digital TV transition here today.  This shows the federal government’s commitment to making sure that TV viewers in San Francisco’s Chinatown make a successful transition to digital TV.  It is a huge honor to have Acting Assistant Secretary Attwell Baker here with us today to share her knowledge.

We are also delighted to have another honored guest today who came all the way from Washington D.C. to be with us today -- Roger Goldblatt, Special Advisor, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, of the Federal Communications Commission.  Mr. Goldblatt has been all over the nation discussing the digital TV transition, and he is extremely knowledgable.  We are so happy to have him here.  We also have with us Mike Sherman, General Manager of KTSF Channel 26.  KTSF-Channel 26 co hosted a DTV training session at the CPUC in May for training of community groups on DTV.  KTSF has done a great job of informing the Asian community of the transition.  

I am particularly delighted that Self Help for the Elderly has taken the initiative to host this Digital TV educational session for Chinese speakers in San Francisco Chinatown.  I want to thank its leader, Anni Chung, for putting on this important event. 

Also, we now have a Chinatown DTV Outreach project, funded by the Asian American Justice Project.  This kind of community effort is extraordinary, and I want to thank every person who has had a role in it.
Why am I here?  There is concern that non English speaking TV viewers may not get the message about the transition.  This digital television transition is a very important one that touches millions of television viewers.  
Congress has mandated that February 17, 2009 is the last day for full power television stations to broadcast using an analog signal.  The California PUC wants  to make sure no one is left without free television service after February 17, 2009.  As a result, we have joined with the FCC and NTIA to help educate California consumers about the transition.  We are particularly concerned about senior citizens, non English-speaking and people with disabilities.  
Today, we have gathered the nation’s experts to help you understand the transition, along with materials in Chinese language.  

My job is to explain to you why the federal government decided to order this transition.  I am qualified to speak on the subject because, from 1994 to 1997, I had the great privilege to serve as the first Asian American FCC Commissioner under President Clinton.   This digital TV transition was the most important broadcast issue I worked on at the FCC.  

Right now, we are using analog technology that dates back to the 1950s.  With the very significant advances in technology in the past six decades, the government has ordered all over-the-air television stations to switch to state-of-the-art digital technology.   This transition is a big deal, bigger than when television went from black and white to color.  It is like going from a rickshaw to a modern sports car.   The transition is about bringing Americans the latest in video technology.
There are two main benefits of making the digital switch:

First, the digital transition will free up parts of the valuable broadcast spectrum for public safety communications.  By public safety communications, I mean communications between police, fire departments, sheriffs and rescue squads.  As you may know, in a regional or national emergency, it is critical for these public safety entities to be able to communicate with each other.  Some of the spectrum recovered by the government will be reserved for public safety groups.
Also, some of the recovered spectrum will be auctioned off to companies who want to provide consumers with advanced wireless services, like wireless broadband.  An example of advanced wireless services is the ability to access the Internet wirelessly through your smart phone or a laptop computer.

Second, the other major benefit of the digital transition is that digital broadcasting allows stations to offer improved picture and sound quality to viewers.  I think you will be very impressed with the clarity and brightness of the picture, and the better sound quality compared to your old analog TV set.  It’s like watching the movies at home.
Also, digital is more efficient than analog technology.  For example, rather than a TV station being limited to presenting just one TV program at a time, a broadcaster will have an option to offer multiple TV programs at the same time, through a process called multicasting.  So, using the same amount of radio spectrum, a broadcast station can offer several channels of digital programming at the same time for the viewer to pick from.  In one time slot, you might be able to pick from watching a soap opera, an classic movie, or children’s programming, all from one broadcast station.  
So I believe that digital television is going to be great for the American people.  It will bring us many benefits going forward.   We don’t want anyone caught by surprise by the transition, however.  So I want to ask each of you to spread the word to anyone you think might have an old analog television, and help them out.  Thank you very much.
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