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I was the lone dissenter to the CPUC’s Decision to bequeath the 760 area code to the largely unpopulated northeast and to relegate a new area code — 442 — to the densely populated southwest.  

My colleagues on the Commission looked at the vastness of the area under consideration and opted for a geographic spit alternative.  Even though -- I will point out -- overlays have been successfully implemented for other large geographic areas — the most notable example being for the Providence of Alberta, Canada.

I did not support the majority position in April of this year, when the Decision was adopted, and I remain unconvinced today. 

It is clear to me that — with modern technologies and human behavioral trends — overlays best serve the needs of the affected residents and businesses.  

First, geographic splits place enormous avoidable costs on small business owners.  Small business innovation and job creation is what makes America great.  As such, I will always favor alternatives that lower costs to small business.  Rising costs threaten their very survival as they face greater economic challenges to stay competitive and cost effective and impacts customers to the extent that those costs are passed on through higher prices.  
Secondly, area code splits — no matter how implemented — are only short term remedies. I understand North County San Diego has endured two area code changes in eleven years.  

It is particularly aggravating because, in light of new and emerging technology – the financial cost and inconvenience of area code splits are completely avoidable.  

I store the full ten-digit phone number of my contacts in my cellular phone, my fax machine, and other such auto dialer devises and I believe the great majority in this room do, also. We regularly connect to ten-digit numbers and we think nothing of it. 

Today’s public participation hearing and the one held yesterday in Victorville are in response to an August 15 petition by state Assemblyman Martin Garrick and local Chambers of Commerce.

(Carlsbad, Encinitas, Escondido, Oceanside, San Marcos, and Vista)

The Petitioners have asked the Commission to modify our decision to implement a geographic split solution — and instead to adopt an area code overlay solution.

I am on the record to express my informed opinion that overlays are the technology-friendly, cost-efficient and least disruptive solution for area code relief. 

But I welcome the opportunity to hear the pros and cons of this view from the speakers today. 
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