Commissioner Simon’s Introduction of Governor Schwarzenegger NAACP Convention -- October 24, 2008

Introduction
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  I want to thank all of you for joining us at a defining moment in the history of this organization, this state, and this country.

Our Keynote Speaker this evening needs no introduction, but I would like to take this opportunity to speak to the depth of his commitment to the African American community.  Throughout his career, Governor Schwarzenegger has made opportunity for all a central tenet of both his policies and his actions.
Governor Schwarzenegger’s Career and Commitment to Increasing Opportunities for African Americans

· As most of you are aware, Governor Schwarzenegger has had a distinguished career in sports, film, and in public service.  In film, he helped to advance the careers of several African American actors, and worked to place them in positive roles.  As Governor, he has emerged as a “post-partisan” leader and a “non-politician”, successfully reaching across the aisle to advance his policies.  Furthermore, as a testament to the success of his policy vision and his staff, it should be noted that one of Governor Schwarzenegger’s energy advisors is now working for Senator Obama’s advisory team.
· I was fortunate to meet Governor Schwarzenegger through a mutual friend, Willie Brown, and have always been impressed with him.  The Governor appointed me as the first African American Appointments Secretary in the history of the State of California, and I was honored to serve in this capacity.
· Governor Schwarzenegger has always supported efforts to increase diversity, as evidenced by the litany of notable African American appointments to high level positions during my tenure:

· Martin Jenkins and Henry Needham to the 1st District Court of Appeals, UC Regent Eddie Roy Island, BT&H Secretary Dale Bonner, Judicial Appointment Secretary Sharon Majors-Lewis, Peter Reuke at CalStrs, and last but not least – Alice Huffman of State Parks and Recreation.
Governor Schwarzenegger and the New Green Energy Economy

· Governor Schwarzenegger’s commitment to the development of the new green energy economy has been inspirational, and has clearly had a significant influence on the rest of the nation.  He has fundamentally revolutionized the way we view the environment.  Whereas at one point in time environmental action was perceived as an elitist effort for a small minority of liberal “treehuggers”, the Governor has transformed it into a definitive mainstream market strategy for addressing Climate Change.
· Assembly Bill 32 was signed into law by the Governor and is widely recognized as landmark legislation that mandates aggressive greenhouse gas emissions reductions for the purposes of addressing Climate Change.  Specifically, AB 32 requires that emissions are reduced to 1990 levels by 2020, but the Governor has challenged the covered sectors to achieve 80% reductions by 2050.  Governor Schwarzenegger’s leadership and dedication to meeting the challenges posed by this complex global issue sends a clear message to other states and the international community that it is time to reinvent the way our core industries operate.  
· Moreover, the Governor has made renewable energy procurement one of our highest priorities, particularly in the area of solar energy development.  He has also demonstrated tremendous leadership in promoting increasingly aggressive Energy Efficiency goals.  
Green Job Creation under Governor Schwarzenegger

· Governor Schwarzenegger’s vision for the energy sector will have one of the greatest impacts on jobs for African Americans since the New Deal era under FDR.  Indeed, the Governor signed Executive Order 1106, which mandates a target of 25% for California small business enterprise growth.
· Substantial development of our Green Workforce will be essential if we are to carry out the Governor’s strategic vision.  This will promote opportunities in a multitude of career tracks for all communities, thereby hopefully mitigating some of the deleterious impacts of the economic “Digital Divide” that persists from the prior communications tech boom.
The Governor’s Commitment to Broadband Deployment 

· During his 2006 State of the State Address observed that California needs to build both physical highways and information highways.  His “California Broadband Task Force” has provided strategic focus and codified into law measures to increase competition, lower consumer prices, and extend the reach of broadband to homes and businesses shut out of its benefits.
· He also signed SB 1191 by Senator Elaine Alquist (D-San Jose) authorizing community service districts to provide broadband services to their residents in July of 2008. 
· In 2006, signed three Executive Orders to encourage broadband deployment by public-private partnerships working together to identify and eliminate obstacles to making broadband internet access available everywhere in the state.  The Governor also included $200 million in Proposition 1D to build telemedicine capacity around the state. 
Final Thoughts

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is a leader and a visionary in the energy and communications sectors, and has remained dedicated to promoting diversity and business opportunities, particularly for the African American community.  As one of our nation’s preeminent environmental stewards, he has advanced essential policies to stem the tide of the increasingly detrimental impacts of global warming.  
It is my honor to introduce to you all Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger…
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