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Introduction 
One of the responsibilities of the Public Advisor’s 
Office (PAO) is to provide resources to people and 
organizations interested in becoming parties to 
CPUC proceedings.  
 
The process of becoming a party can be difficult to 
understand; therefore, the PAO provides this 
information to help new potential parties 
understand the processes. 

2 



Accessing Information on  
How to Become a Party 

There are several ways to locate information related to 
the process of becoming a party:  

• From the CPUC homepage (www.cpuc.ca.gov) 
• From the Proceedings drop-down menu on every 

CPUC webpage 
• From the PAO homepage (www.cpuc.ca.gov/pao) 
• By visiting the Consumer Information Website 

(consumers.cpuc.ca.gov) 
• By utilizing the search engine on the homepage 
• CPUC Brochures 
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From the CPUC Homepage 
For ease of access, a direct link to the “Become a Party” page is 
included on the CPUC’s homepage (www.cpuc.ca.gov), under the 
heading “How do I…Get Involved in a Proceeding”. 
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From Every Page 
You can navigate to information on becoming a party from the Proceedings 
drop-down menu on every webpage. 
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From the PAO homepage (www.cpuc.ca.gov/pao ) you can access 
information under “Become a Party”.  

From the PAO Homepage 
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Consumer Information Website 
You can navigate to information on becoming a party from the Get Involved 
drop-down menu on every webpage of the Consumer Information Website. 
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• Search Engine: Those visiting the CPUC website can locate information on 
becoming a party by using the search engine on the top right-hand corner of 
the homepage and typing in key words/phrases, such as “how to become a 
party”, “party”, and “comment”. 

Other Ways to Locate 
Information  

• Brochures:  The CPUC has a series of brochures on CPUC processes, 
including “How to Become a Party in a CPUC Proceeding”. They can be 
found under: 
• “Helpful Brochures” on the PAO homepage 
• Fact Sheets (www.cpuc.ca.gov/Fact_Sheets) 
• “CPUC Brochures” on the Consumer Information Website homepage 

These brochures are also available at our public meetings and in our lobby. 
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How to Become a Party 
The PAO website breaks down the process of becoming a party by 
first providing important introductory information and then breaking 
down the process into three steps. Each PAO webpage dedicated to 
the subject of “Becoming a Party to a Proceeding” includes the email 
address and telephone number for the Public Advisor’s Office.  

Becoming a Party – Introductory Information  

This webpage (www.cpuc.ca.gov/Party_to_a_Proceeding) 
provides information for first-time practitioners. It includes a direct 
link to the Rules of Practice and Procedure, as well as a link to a 
PAO brochure titled, “How to Become a Party to a Proceeding”. 
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The Methods for Becoming a Party to a Proceeding - 
Rule 1.4  

If a person/organization chooses to file a motion for party status, 
this page (www.cpuc.ca.gov/creating_formal_documents) 
provides a template of a motion and a certificate of service, as 
well as examples of each.  

Creating Formal Documents – Templates Provided 

This page (www.cpuc.ca.gov/become_a_party) breaks down 
Rule 1.4 of the CPUC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. It 
includes detailed descriptions of the four methods by which an 
individual or organization can become a party. 
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Serving and Filing Formal Documents in a 
Proceeding  

This page (www.cpuc.ca.gov/servingandfilingdocuments) 
provides detailed information on the process of serving and filing 
formal documents (e.g., motion for party status, certificate of 
service ) in a proceeding. Important CPUC contact information is 
also included on this page,  such as the contact information for 
the Docket Office as well as the Public Advisor’s Office. 
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Thank you! 
For Additional Information: 

www.cpuc.ca.gov 
consumers.cpuc.ca.gov 
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