From Helio Micro Utility:
Thank you for arranging and managing the VNM Tariff Implementation Workshop on Thursday Jan 8; I thought it was a well organized and productive session.  We at Helio Micro Utility are working closely with California’s largest Affordable Housing Property Management companies to establish financing solutions using the MASH rebates.  We’d like to offer two comments which we believe will help make Track 1B rebates more viable:

1.       ACCOUNT FEES FOR GENERATOR OUTPUT METER

As proposed the Utilities would require a MASH Track 1B applicant to install a generator output meter and absorb the utility’s administrative /monthly minimum account charges.  This represents an additional financial burden with no offsetting economic benefit for the property management company.  We propose that the monthly fees for this meter be waived or otherwise substantially reduced to remove this barrier to MASH Track 1B adoption.

2.       VNM BILLING AND COLLECTION

As you know, when a customer enters into a solar Power Purchase Agreement there is both: 1) a reduction in the customer’s electric utility bill; and, 2) a monthly solar PPA charge for solar electricity (typically this is a simple cent/kwh rate times total monthly kWh). We believe that it may be advantageous to have the utilities bill affordable housing tenants for the solar PPA charges on behalf of the solar facility owner.  Since the utilities are already collecting monthly solar kWh information it would not be difficult to collect and then disperse these funds.  It would also make it easier for the tenants as they would only have one bill to pay each month (their usual utility bill) instead of two (utility and solar PPA).  We believe that the solar facility owner would be willing to pay an appropriate fee to the utility for this administrative service.  We propose that the CPUC consider requiring that the Utilities provide Track 1B VNM billing services for a reasonable fee established by the CPUC.

We are more than happy to elaborate on our comments and discuss them to better assess them and make them as practicable as possible. 

Regards,

Greg
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