Dear Curtis --
First, many thanks for an excellent pair of public workshops last week.  They were informative, well organized and thought provoking.   Sustainable Napa County has been working with several municipalities and school districts in Napa to develop photovoltaic solar programs which take advantage of AB 2466, along with an innovative approach to financing municipal solar installations developed by the Gasser Foundation for its own solar array.  
The approach envisioned by AB 2466 makes it feasible for public entities to "go solar," showing leadership for the private sector, reducing operating costs in this very constrained public finance era, and making a meaningful contribution to climate protection and the goals of AB 32.  We believe it is vitally important that all the decision makers involved in moving this process forward make choices which help municipalities and school districts increase their use of renewable energy, not hinder them.  
Further, we believe that making it feasible for municipalities to create solar systems which offset 100% of their electricity use makes absolute sense.  Success in energy conservation now and in the future will compensate for a natural growth in demand, and will create opportunities for new renewably-powered uses of electricity, such as electric vehicle fleets.  In a county such as Napa, the latter prospect will be an important ingredient in solving our greenhouse gas emission problems (close to 60% of which come from vehicle miles travelled).  
For solar to be economically viable for an AB2466 customer, the customer must also be
        eligible for CSI rebates
        eligible for net metering (or “virtual net metering”, because of the multiple accounts that a generation account offsets)
        on a “solar friendly” tariff. If the TOU generation rates of a proposed tariff are significantly less than, say, the A-6 tariff at full retail, then the total installed cost of solar will also need to come down proportionately for the economics to be viable for the AB2466 customer / financier.
 
As Gopal Shanker from Recolte Energy stated very well,  it is the combination of incentives that enables one to go solar. The smallest additional burden makes all but the most dedicated solar advocates abandon their projects. The city of Napa is showing its commitment to proceeding, despite these economically difficult times, even though the city will have to come up with a substantial down payment to go solar.  A substantial increase in the City's down payment would make further progress unlikely.
Bluntly, if AB2466 customers don’t receive CSI rebates, net metering, AND a “solar friendly” rate tariff, they are unlikely to adopt solar through this program.
 
We urge the PUC to consider and act on those means which exist to make choices consistent with the broad goals of AB 2466 -- to expand municipal and school district use of photovoltaic solar, and to increase the generation of renewable energy in California.  
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