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Western Renewables Group 
 

March 18, 2011 
 
Mr. Damon Franz 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Ave 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 
Re: Informal Post-Workshop Comments on CSI-Thermal 
 
Dear Mr. Franz: 
 
As requested, below are responses to selected questions posed in your request for informal comments. 
 
Residential Combination Systems 
 
The CSI-Thermal program should provide an incentive for OG 300-certified and metered combination 
systems that are size-limited to prevent excess heat generation. 
 
The Commission can “establish eligibility criteria” for the space heating component of combination 
systems under current state law, provided the water-heating portion of a combination system has an 
SRCC OG-300 certification.  (Public Utilities Code (PUC) Section 2861 (h) specifically allows solar 
energy systems that provide “space heating” and PUC Section 2864 (a) (1) requires that “a residential 
solar water heating system…have a SRCC OG-300 Solar Water Heating System Certification.”  
 
SRCC is considering a new certification for combination water and space heating systems, but today’s      
OG-300 certification does not cover solar thermal systems that provide space heating.  To date, SRCC 
has certified at least one manufacturer’s solar collectors that can be used for both water and space 
heating, but it has not yet certified either a solar water-heating system or a combination water and 
space-heating system based on that certified collector. 
 
Installation Standards and System Design Requirements 
 
The Commission should rely upon existing standard-making bodies such as SRCC, IAPMO and 
ASHRAE, rather than engage in the lengthy process of writing its own standards.  Professional 
engineers and design-build contractors who hold appropriate licenses should remain responsible for 
system designs.  Any design requirements should not exceed those set by the state or local jurisdiction 
that has code-enforcement authority. 
 
Incentive Options 
 
Applicants for solar thermal projects that are 30 kWth or greater should be allowed to decide between 
the PBI or 70/30 true-up incentive. 
 
 



2 
 

 
Other Comment – Proposed definition for solar process heat:   
 
For the purposes of the CSI-Thermal Program, “solar process heat” is heat produced by a solar 
thermal collector array and delivered quantifiably to a manufacturing, production, assembly, 
construction, or fabrication process, which would have used natural gas or electricity otherwise to 
generate that heat. 
 
Other Comment – Consider incentive-level increase to encourage participation  
 
The CPUC should consider increasing incentive levels by up to 33 percent to encourage more 
participation in the CSI Thermal Program. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Les Nelson 
President 
Western Renewables Group 


