Commercial Category Expansion

Installers should have the option of requesting new categories of commercial sites based on data they’ve collected.  There are many similar commercial facilities throughout the state not currently listed in Appendix D of the Handbook and without a template in the incentive calculator.  Examples include micro-breweries, health clubs and bakeries.  Creating new categories would remove the 60 day monitoring requirement for similar facilities; reduce installation costs, and benefit installers and their customers across the state while speeding-up the sales process and adoption of solar thermal.

The program would set the data requirements for requesting a new category, but elements could include:

· 60 day monitoring of hot water use 
· Total water use for a 1-2 year period (from bills)
· Corresponding data for the period(s) showing recurring activity related to the process or event requiring the hot water (health club member check-ins, barrels of beer produced, sales receipts, hours of operation)
· Schedules showing day-of-week, seasonal, weather related, etc. variations of the load

The goal would be to create a usage average related to easily quantifiable information (e.g. each barrel brewed averages 350 gallons of 160° water, a foursome of golf averages 14 gallons of 120° water).  


Linking Solar Thermal to Energy Retrofits

Additional solar thermal residential incentives should be offered to home owners who complete the advanced upgrade package of Energy Upgrade California.  Creating a link between energy efficiency updates and solar thermal (the most efficient residential renewable) would distinguish solar thermal from its better known cousin and create market opportunities for both thermal and EE installers.

Space Heating

A thermal storage component should be required in any funded space heating or combi project.

Space heating funding (particularly radiant heating) should initially be limited to climate zones with significant winter heating requirements.   
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