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Overview 

• Background: 
• Lac-Mégantic one year later. 

• Federal action highlights. 

• California: Governor’s Office Interagency Rail 
Safety Working Group June 10, 2014, Report. 

• CPUC Tasks from the Working Group 

 

 



Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, 2013, 2014 

July 2013 July 2014 



Federal Action Highlights 

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA): 
• FRA Emergency Order 28. 
• Rail Safety Advisory Committee Meetings 
• Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) at OMB 
• Voluntary Agreements. 
• USDOT Emergency Order DOT-OST-2014-0067 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration: 
• Advanced Notice of Proposed Rule Making (ANPRM) – New 

Tank Car Standards 
• NPRM – Will Follow ANPRM for New Tank Car Standards 



California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

Office of Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES) 

California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) 

Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 

California Energy Commission (CEC) 

California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) 

California Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 

Department of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) 

Governor’s Office Interagency Rail Safety 
Working Group 



Summary of Recommendations 

• Legislature: New CPUC inspectors, Oil Spill 
Prevention and Response Program to Cover Inland 
Oil, Additional Funding for Emergency Responders. 

• All agencies: Post Interactive Map on Public Website 
with Rail Lines and Potential Vulnerabilities. 

• CPUC: Request that Railroads Comply with Federal 
Voluntary Agreement; Request that DOT Quickly 
Finalize New Tank Car Standards; Clarify Incident 
Reporting; and Perform Additional Inspections. 

• OSPR: Establish Inland Spill Response Program. 
• OES: Review Response Plans, Request that Railroads 

Provide “Worst Case Scenario” Plans and Request 
that DOT Require External Visual Identification for 
Bakken and Similar Crude Oil. 



Interactive Map of Rail 
Routes, Risk Factors, and 

Response Capabilities 



CPUC Tasks 

• Request that DOT Move Expeditiously to Finalize New and 
Retrofitted Tank Car Regulations. 

• Request that the FRA Identify Routes that Crude Oil Trains are 
Expected to Run on without PTC in California Under Current 
Requirements and Consider Requiring the Implementation of 
PTC on These Routes. 

• Request that the FRA Consider Requiring Electronically-
Controlled Pneumatic Brake Technology on Crude Oil Trains. 

• Clarify Incident Reporting Requirements for the Release of 
Hazardous Substances by Rail. 

 



• Request that FRA provide California with Normalized Data to 
Enable Accident and Injury Analysis. 

• Monitor and Publicly Report the Extent of Railroad Compliance 
with Inspection Requirements on Crude Oil. 

• Conduct at Least One Additional Inspection of the Crude Oil 
Routes Each Year, Consistent with Existing Inspection 
Requirements. 

• Request Information on, and Monitor, the Extent to which the 
Railroads Have Complied with the Braking Systems Request (as 
Outlined in the Voluntary Agreement). 

 

CPUC Tasks (cont.) 



• Ask the FRA to Provide the Results of the Route Analyses 
Outlined in the Voluntary Agreement. 

• Complete a Survey of Speed Limits on California Railroads 
and Determine Whether There Are Additional Areas Where 
Lower Speed Limits Might Be Appropriate and if Warranted, 
Petition the Fra to Consider Additional Restrictions. 

• Develop a Proposal for Monitoring and Enforcing the New 
Speed Limits Outlined in the Voluntary Agreement. 

• Inventory Wayside Train Inspection Technology on Crude Oil 
Shipment Routes. 

 

CPUC Tasks (cont.) 
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Crude Oil Unit Train in Northern California, June 2014* 

*Train photographs reproduced by permission from Jake Miille 


