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Presentation Overview 

•   Overview of AirTrain. 

•   Commission security review requirements. 

•   Description of Rail Transit Safety Section’s          
(RTSS) security review process. 

•   AirTrain security review and results. 

 

 



AirTrain Overview 

• AirTrain is an automated “people mover” at 
the San Francisco Airport 

• Began operation in February, 2003. 
• Six-mile system. 
• Serves San Francisco Airport terminals, 

garages, BART, rental car center. 
• Vehicles have no on-board operators. 
• Owned and operated by the San Francisco 

Airports Commission. 









Role of 49 CFR Part 659 for the  
State Safety Oversight Agencies 

 
• Commission authority derives from Title 49 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, Part 659, Rail Fixed Guideway Systems: State Safety 
Oversight (49 CFR Part 659). 
 

• Implemented in California through CPUC General Order 164-D.  
 

• 49 CFR Part 659:  
– Requires states to oversee the safety and security of rail fixed guideway 

systems.   
– Requires rail transit agencies (RTA) to implement a System Security 

Plan (SSP).   
– Requires State Safety Oversight (SSO) agency to conduct RTA security 

program review every 3 years. 



49 CFR Part 659  
Security Elements for the RTA’s SSP 

 Contained in General Order 164-D 

1. Identify policies, goals, and objectives. 
 

2. Process for management of threats and vulnerabilities. 
 

3. Identify concepts for passenger and employee security. 
 

4. Process for internal security reviews. 
 

5. Process for generating its security plan. 



RTSS Triennial Security Reviews: 
Procedures 

 
• Staff reviews each RTA’s System Security Plan and standard operating 

procedures to ensure security implementation according to the five 
elements required by 49 CFR Part 659. 
 

• Staff creates checklists from each of the five required elements. 
 

• Staff mails checklists to the RTA 30 days prior to the Triennial Security 
Review to ensure that the RTAs have adequate time to review and 
comment. 
 

• Staff schedules the Triennial Security Review with the RTA’s security 
personnel. 
 

• Upon completion of each checklist review, staff reviews findings and 
possible recommendations with the RTA’s security personnel. 
 

• Once RTA accepts all findings and recommendations, staff prepares a 
report for Commission Resolution with public and confidential versions. 
 



Airtrain Security Review 

• Staff conducted an on-site review with the Safety and 
Security Manager. 
 

• Checklists covered the five 49 CFR Part 659-required 
elements. 
 

• Staff found the AirTrain followed its System Security 
Program Plan. 
 

• There are no open items from this review. 
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