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In Memory

We are here today to celebrate a colleague, and a life well and
constructively lived.

We all knew Dana differently, as is the way of perception, and, like
the story of the blind man and the elephant, each of us will attempt
here today to remember the total person through our three minute
window. We will all fail to satisfy anyone who knew her.
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Words like, “grace,” “inspirational,” “dedicated,” “selfless,”
“proud,” “firm,” “strong,” “thoughtful,” “elegant,” “professional,”
and perhaps most remembered, “optimistic,” come to mind. Each
and all together are surely accurate, just as they are inadequate.
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I prefer to think of the quiet, strong, inner self,
of soundless thoughts and feelings
which are the essence of truly being.

I prefer to think of limits crossed, of ideas and acts and strengths
which transcended chains imposed by others’
expectations.

I prefer to think of non-corporal things,
which do not reflect the shine and glitter of our today lives,

but rather illuminate from within, bear pain with grace, and
offer forgiveness free of charge;

For in that light we see ourselves as we would like to be.
I prefer to think, not of shadows cast,

for shadows are the mere absence of here and seen and
touched,
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But rather celebrate the clarity that was, and is, when the
substance of that shadow moves on

and we can see the footprints and the guideposts,
and the path traveled, and read therefrom the lessons.
I prefer to feel the presence that remains,
and not mourn the flesh that has passed on,
For in the present one finds true, enduring value
of what has gone before.
I will not be a day without remembrance:
Of the deep well of life reflected in the sustaining mirror
of caring, determined eyes, and

Of the unfailing optimism for tomorrow that moves
mountains, fills rivers,

and drives people to be all that they can be.
I prefer to think that all saw what I saw,
For it was there to see,
beneath the gentle, firm professional that was

Dana.

John Bohn
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