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Douglas Ito
California Public Utilities Commission
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

Dear California Public Utilities Commission Commissioners, 

I'm writing to you on behalf of Streets Are For Everyone (SAFE) in support of Cruise's Autonomous Vehicle Passenger Service Application currently in front of the CPUC. Cruise and SAFE share a mission to reduce the number of roadway fatalities to zero as soon as possible.

While SAFE does not believe that AVs can answer every problem on our streets, we do believe that Cruise's AVs - if deployed responsibly and under the CPUC's regulatory guidance - can make a marked difference in reducing injuries and fatalities on California's streets. Allowing Cruise to provide commercial passenger service would make it easier to live in our cities without a vehicle, reduce the number of drunk or distracted drivers on the road, and lead to a safer transportation system for everyone who shares the road.

The current safety on our roads is entirely unacceptable. Walking and cycling are two of the most eco-friendly transportation options available, but they are also the most dangerous. According to the most recent data from NHTSA more than 6,200 pedestrians and nearly 900 bicyclists are killed each year as a result of collisions with motor vehicles. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, when fewer vehicles were on roads, fatalities have only increased; an estimated 6,721 pedestrians were killed in 2020 — a 4.8% increase from the previous year. 

At SAFE, we believe that Cruise's all-electric driverless vehicles - with redundant sensors and computing, as well as years of robust research, development, and testing - can reduce traffic violence on our streets. Cruise's AVs follow the rules of the road and the company has demonstrated its willingness to engage proactively in identifying ways to improve our streets for everyone who uses them.

SAFE's mission is to aim to improve the quality of life for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers alike by working to reduce traffic caused fatalities to Zero. 


