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To:THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division  
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214 
AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The  Epilepsy Foundation of Northern California (EFNC) is committed to 
leading the fight to overcome the challenges of living with epilepsy and 
to accelerate therapies to  stop seizures, find cures, and save lives. Our 
goal is to ensure that people with seizures are able to participate in all 
life experiences, to improve how the community views epilepsy, and to 
dispel myths about this condition by providing information through 
training, events, and programs.  
 
Epilepsy Foundation of Northern California appreciates the opportunity 
to provide these comments in support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, 
which would grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation 
service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing 
jurisdiction of the CPUC. Epilepsy Foundation of Northern California 
strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to 
bring a safer, more accessible transportation option to more 
Californians.   
 
We agree with the Draft Resolution’s conclusion that Waymo should be 
allowed to offer commercial AV passenger service throughout the city of 
San Francisco, and to collect fares for these rides.  
 
There are an estimated 1.5 million people living with epilepsy in 
California. This represents about 5% of the state's population. 
Transportation is a major issue for people diagnosed with epilepsy as 
many have to temporarily suspend or permanently give up driving. 
Waymo and the Epilepsy Foundation of Northern California have 
partnered to raise awareness about the benefits of fully autonomous 
vehicles and how they can be a helpful tool to enhance independence 
and mobility for those living with epilepsy.  
 
We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the 
June 29, 2023 meeting so that Waymo may continue working to deliver 
the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more Californians, beginning 
with those who live and work in San Francisco. 

http://www.epilepsynorcal.org/
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Sincerely, 
 
Carlos Quesada 
CEO  
Epilepsy Foundation of Northern California 
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