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California Public Utilities Commission
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

RE: Silicon Valley Leadership Group Comments in support of Draft
Resolution TL-19144 Approving Waymo’s Advice Letter 0001.

Esteemed Commissioners:

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group (Leadership Group) writes to support
Draft Resolution TL-19144 approving Waymo LLC’s Application for Phase |
Driverless Autonomous Vehicle Passenger Service Deployment Program.

The Leadership Group is a business association representing more than 350
Innovation Economy companies. Since 1977, we have led on policy issues that
strengthen and grow the Golden State’s innovation leadership, business
competitiveness and quality of life.

We agree with the Draft Resolution that Waymo’s application and Passenger
Safety Plan are complete per the requirements of the California Public Utilities
Commission’s (Commission) Deployment Decision. We also strongly support
the Draft Resolution’s view that the Deployment Decision “does not prescribe
or contemplate a particular progression for the testing and deployment of
autonomous vehicles in terms of participation in Commission programs...”. As
the Leadership Group has long advocated, Commission regulation should
promote safety without being overly prescriptive in dictating a specific
approach to developing a sustainable business.

If the Commission approves the wide-scale commercial use of Waymo’s
autonomous vehicles, the Leadership Group believes this will improve mobility
for many Californians who are presently unable to access limited public
transportation options. By providing an affordable and convenient alternative to
move around the state, transportation can come closer to becoming a service
that includes a diverse set of passengers in an equitable fashion. Further,
Waymo’s fleet of electric vehicles will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions
produced by the transportation industry.

To offer these solutions to California residents, the Leadership Group urges
the Commission to unanimously adopt Draft Resolution TL-19144 to authorize
Waymo to charge fares for driverless deployment operations in all of San
Francisco, 24 hours a day, per Waymo’s DMV-approved operational design
domain.

Respectfully,
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Peter Leroe-Muioz
General Counsel
Silicon Valley Leadership Group
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