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May 22, 2023

California Public Utilities Commission
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

Re: American Council of the Blind Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo Application (Advice Letter 0001) 

Dear Commissioners:

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) appreciates the opportunity to submit comments in support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation services to the public in autonomous vehicles (AVs) under the ongoing jurisdiction of the CPUC. ACB strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to bring a safer, more accessible transportation option to more Californians, including Californians with disabilities.

The American Council of the Blind is the nation’s leading member-driven organization of and for blind and low vision individuals. Comprised of 66 state and special-interest affiliate organizations, ACB strives to increase the independence, security, equality of opportunity, and to improve quality of life for all people who are blind and experiencing vision loss. Integral to this mission is improving equitable access to all aspects of daily living, including access to transportation services across the country.

We appreciate that the Draft Resolution acknowledges the wide-ranging support for AV deployment expressed in support of Waymo’s application — in “improving mobility in local communities and for underserved populations including seniors and people with disabilities, enhancing traffic safety, improving transportation equity and affordability, improving environmental quality, contributing to economic development, and other benefits.” 

ACB has partnered with Waymo for several years to help raise awareness about the potential life-changing benefits of autonomous vehicles for people who are blind or have low vision. Waymo engages with ACB on the state and national levels to advocate for the rights of people who are blind. ACB has also worked closely with Waymo to ensure its vehicles and technology are fully accessible to, and usable by, individuals who are blind or low vision. 

We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023 meeting so that Waymo may continue working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San Francisco. If you have any questions or would like to discuss our comments further, please reach out to ACB’s Advocacy and Outreach Specialist, Swatha Nandhakumar, at either snandhakumar@acb.org or at (202) 467-5081.

Sincerely,
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Swatha Nandhakumar 
Advocacy and Outreach Specialist 
American Council of the Blind 
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