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SUBJECT: Golden Gate Restaurant Associaiton Support of Draft Resolution
TL-19144 to Approve Waymo Application (Advice Letter 0001)

Dear Commissioners,

Founded in 1936, Golden Gate Restaurant Association’s mission is to celebrate and
empower the restaurant community through advocacy, education, marketing,
events and training. GGRA is a San Francisco-based membership organization
composed of restaurant members of all sizes and profiles. GGRA representatives
meet regularly with elected officials and department heads on important public
policy concerns to help shape legislation and reduce or eliminate negative
consequences for the industry and the dining public. GGRA also acts as an industry
resource by providing up-to-date information on all aspects of running a restaurant
in San Francisco, as well providing opportunities to network, learn and share best
practices.

We appreciate this opportunity to voice our support for Draft Resolution TL-19144,
which would grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation service to the
public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing jurisdiction of the CPUC.

The GGRA strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to
bring a safer, more sustainable transportation option to more Californians. We agree
with the Draft Resolution’s conclusion that Waymo should be allowed to offer
commercial AV passenger service throughout the city of San Francisco, and to collect
fares for these rides.

If the California Public Utilities Commission approves the wide-scale commercial use
of Waymo’s autonomous vehicles, GGRA believes this would provide lasting benefits
to our restaurants and businesses - large and small, our workers, and local
communities. Waymo offers solutions to current transportation priorities facing
California, including improved safety, environmental quality, and expanded
transportation options for various challenged populations including seniors, certain



physically disabled populations, and the vision impaired. By providing an affordable
and convenient alternative to move around the state, transportation can come closer
to becoming a service that includes a diverse set of passengers in an equitable
fashion.

We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023
meeting so that Waymomay continue working to deliver the benefits of
autonomous vehicles to more Californians, beginning with those who live and work
in San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Laurie Thomas, Executive Director
Golden Gate Restaurant Association


