
 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division  
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214 
AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov 

 

 
 

 

SUBJECT: San Francisco Women’s Centers aka The Women’s Building Support of Draft 
Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo Application (Advice Letter 0001)  

Dear Commissioners, 

The Women’s Building is a women-led community space that advocates self-determination, 
gender equality and social justice. Since 1971, San Francisco Women’s Centers has represented 
and been guided by the belief that all women and girls have the right to safe, joyous, and 
creative lives. Over its history, The Women’s Building has sponsored more than 170 
organizations—many growing into established non-profits, such as, La Casa de las Madres, San 
Francisco’s first shelter for battered women; The Women’s Foundation of California; and 
Lavender Youth Recreation & Information Center (LYRIC). 

The Women’s building appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in support of 
Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation 
service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing jurisdiction of the CPUC. The 
Women’s Building strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to bring 
a safer, more accessible transportation option to more Californians.   

We appreciate that the Draft Resolution acknowledges the wide-ranging support for AV 
deployment expressed in support of Waymo’s application - in “improving mobility in local 
communities and for underserved populations including seniors and people with disabilities, 
enhancing traffic safety, improving transportation equity and affordability, improving 
environmental quality, contributing to economic development, and other benefits.”  

The Women's Building and Waymo are committed to working together to meet the needs of 
the community by providing safe transportation for our employees and volunteers. This year, 
Waymo played a pivotal role in supporting our Free Tax Help program by providing free rides to 
volunteer accountants who needed to travel to our facility early in the morning and late at 
night after their shifts ended. Waymo has also supported our efforts through volunteerism and 
financial sponsorships.  

We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023, meeting 
so that Waymo may continue working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more 
Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San Francisco. 

Sincerely, 
Diane Santana 
Chief Development Officer  
San Francisco Women’s Centers aka The Women’s Building  


