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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov

SUBJECT: Blinded Veterans Association Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo
Application (Advice Letter 0001)

Dear Commissioners,

Since 1945, Blinded Veterans Association has prioritized the welfare of blinded veterans so that,
notwithstanding their disabilities, they may take their rightful place in the community and work
with their fellow citizens toward the creation of a peaceful world. We are the only
congressionally chartered veterans service organization created for, consisting of, and led by
visually impaired veterans. There are 158,000 veterans in America who have severe vision
impairment or blindness, including an estimated 13% of veterans returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The Blinded Veterans Association appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in
support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide
transportation service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing jurisdiction of the
CPUC. The Blinded Veterans Association strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to
market as a way to bring a safer, more sustainable transportation option to more Californians.

We appreciate that the Draft Resolution acknowledges the wide-ranging support for AV
deployment expressed in support of Waymo’s application - in “improving mobility in local
communities and for underserved populations including seniors and people with disabilities,
enhancing traffic safety, improving transportation equity and affordability, improving
environmental quality, contributing to economic development, and other benefits.”

The Blinded Veterans Association is a proud member of the Waymo Accessibility Network. During
our partnership with Waymo, we collaborated on a survey about autonomous vehicles among
the disability community, hosted one of Waymo's veteran employees as a guest speaker at our
annual convention in DC, and have advised on policy work.

We support Waymao's vision to make it safe and easy for people to get where they are going. The

Commission’s approval will help our community by expanding safe and reliable mobility
opportunities for riders, including those of us with additional accessibility needs.
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We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023 meeting so
that Waymo may continue working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more
Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San Francisco.

Sincerely,
DD ¢ f

Donald D. Overton, Jr.
Executive Director
Blinded Veterans Association
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