[image: ]

 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214
AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov

May 24, 2023

SUBJECT:  Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo Application (Advice Letter 0001) 

Dear Commissioners,

Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco (ILRCSF) is a disability rights advocacy and support organization. Our mission is to ensure that people with disabilities are full social and economic partners, within their families and within a fully accessible community. ILRCSF’s mission is achieved by systems change, community education, partnerships with businesses, community organizations, and government, and consumer-directed services. We work to empower individuals and communities so that all people with disabilities have as full, productive, and independent lives as they so choose.

Independent Living Resource Center SF appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing jurisdiction of the CPUC. ILRCSF strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to bring a safer, more accessible transportation option to more Californians.  

We appreciate that the Draft Resolution acknowledges the wide-ranging support for AV deployment expressed in support of Waymo’s application - in “improving mobility in local communities and for underserved populations including seniors and people with disabilities, enhancing traffic safety, improving transportation equity and affordability, improving environmental quality, contributing to economic development, and other benefits.” 

Imagine being a person with a profound visual impairment and having as your only choice, when it comes to transportation, getting into a car with a complete stranger, having no idea how good a driver they may be, if they’re taking the safest or quickest route, and having no privacy. Thousands of people in SF have this as their real-life experience, every day. As a person with a physical disability who cannot drive – in part because of my disability – this is exactly my experience. Autonomous vehicle technology has the potential to open a whole new world for people like me: people with disabilities who want the freedom, safety, and privacy that autonomous vehicles can provide. 

Autonomous vehicles have the potential to give people with disabilities the freedom and independence they deserve. We are grateful to Waymo for inviting ILRCSF to the table to share our lived experiences & help shape the future of accessible transportation.


We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023 meeting so that Waymo may continue working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San Francisco.

Sincerely,
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Lana Nieves
Executive Director
Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco
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