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May 29, 2023

Douglas Ito, Director

Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division
California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102-3214

Re: TechNet Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo
Application (Advice Letter 0001)

Dear Director Ito,

TechNet appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in support of Draft
Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide
transportation service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing
jurisdiction of the CPUC. TechNet supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market
to offer a safer, more sustainable transportation option for more Californians.

TechNet is the national, bipartisan network of technology CEOs and senior
executives that promotes the growth of the innovation economy by advocating a
targeted policy agenda at the federal and 50-state level. TechNet's diverse
membership includes dynamic American businesses ranging from startups to the
most iconic companies on the planet and represents over five million employees
and countless customers in the fields of information technology, e-commerce, the
sharing and gig economies, advanced energy, cybersecurity, venture capital, and
finance.

TechNet supports the Draft Resolution’s conclusion that Waymo should be allowed
to offer commercial AV passenger service throughout the city of San Francisco, and
to collect fares for these rides. Deploying Waymo'’s AVs will advance California’s
transportation priorities, improved roadway safety, environmental quality, and
transportation access in our communities. The development of autonomous vehicles
can enable tremendous societal benefits, including for disabled people, the elderly,
and others who currently cannot drive themselves. It can significantly enhance the
safety and efficiency of goods movement, helping better meet consumer demand
while promoting innovation and growth across various sectors of the economy.
Autonomous vehicles may likewise improve safety by reducing the severity and
frequency of automobile accidents and mitigate other inefficiencies of current motor
vehicle use, such as congestion.

For these reasons, we urge the Commission to vote to approve Draft Resolution TL-
19144 at the June 29, 2023 business meeting. TechNet strongly supports Waymo
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being authorized to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more
Californians without undue delay.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions regarding TechNet’s
position on Draft Resolution TL-19144, please contact Lia Nitake, Deputy Executive
Director, at Lnitake@technet.org or 310-940-5506.

Sincerely,
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Lia Nitake
Deputy Executive Director for the Southwest
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