
May 24, 2023

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214
AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov

SUBJECT: The Richmond Neighborhood Center Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to
Approve Waymo Application (Advice Letter 0001)

Dear Commissioners,

The Richmond Neighborhood Center was founded in 1980 to create a space that truly belonged
to the community. The Neighborhood Center serves over 3,000 people per week through
programs at 10 school sites, 3 food pantries including the delivery of groceries to homebound
seniors by neighborhood volunteers, and community events and activities.

The Richmond Neighborhood Center appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in
support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would grant Waymo’s application to provide
transportation service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing jurisdiction of the
CPUC. The Richmond Neighborhood Center strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to
market as a way to bring a safer, more sustainable transportation option to more Californians.

We appreciate that the Draft Resolution acknowledges the wide-ranging support for AV
deployment expressed in support of Waymo’s application - in “improving mobility in local
communities and for underserved populations including seniors and people with disabilities,
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enhancing traffic safety, improving transportation equity and affordability, improving
environmental quality, contributing to economic development, and other benefits.”

For the past several months, I’ve had the opportunity to ride in Waymo’s autonomous vehicles
and see first hand the convenience and safety of this amazing technology. I see the
added-value that autonomous vehicles have to offer our current transportation choices
especially for vulnerable populations including working families and seniors who could have
more accessibility to services and resources. By providing an affordable and convenient
alternative to move around the state, transportation can come closer to becoming a service that
includes a diverse set of passengers in an equitable fashion.

We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023 meeting
so that Waymo may continue working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more
Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Michelle Cusano
Executive Director
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