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May 24, 2023 
 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division  
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3214 
AVPrograms@cpuc.ca.gov 
 

SUBJECT: [National Federation of the Blind of California] Support of Draft Resolution TL-19144 to Approve Waymo 
Application (Advice Letter 0001)  

 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) was founded in 1940 to advocate for the complete integration of the blind into 
society on the basis of equality. Today the organization has over fifty thousand members from fifty-two affiliates all across the 
country. As the transformative membership and advocacy organization of the state’s blind, the National Federation of the 
Blind of California (NFBCA) is committed to advocating for the right of the Golden State’s blind to travel independently.  
 
The NFBCA appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in support of Draft Resolution TL-19144, which would 
grant Waymo’s application to provide transportation service to the public in autonomous vehicles under the ongoing 
jurisdiction of the CPUC. The NFBCA strongly supports bringing autonomous vehicles to market as a way to bring a safer, more 
accessible transportation option to more Californians.   
 
We agree with the Draft Resolution’s conclusion that Waymo should be allowed to offer commercial AV passenger service 
throughout the city of San Francisco, and to collect fares for these rides. 
 
The NFB has partnered with Waymo for years through various initiatives including the U.S. DOT Inclusive Design Challenge, 
rider and pedestrian user research studies, accessible feature testing and annual fundraising. Our senior leadership have taken 
Waymo rides in San Francisco as recently as March 2023 and are excited about the immense progress Waymo has made over 
the past decade. In 2022, NFB became an inaugural member of the Waymo Accessibility Network to continue providing input 
that will help shape the future of accessible transportation.   
 
We urge the Commission to vote to approve the draft resolution at the June 29, 2023 meeting so that Waymo may continue 
working to deliver the benefits of autonomous vehicles to more Californians, beginning with those who live and work in San 
Francisco. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Tim Elder, President 
National Federation of the Blind of California 
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