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December 14, 2022 
 
CPUC Energy Division 
Attention: Tariff Unit 
Via Email to: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov  
 
 
Re: Substitute Sheets for CSE Advice Letter 138-E: Proposed Substantive and 

Minor Revisions to the Solar On Multifamily Affordable Housing (SOMAH) 
Program Handbook 

 
Dear Tariff Unit: 
 
On behalf of the Program Administrator (PA) Team for the Solar On Multifamily Affordable 
Housing (SOMAH) Program, the Center for Sustainable Energy® (CSE), hereby submits these 
Substitute Sheets for CSE Advice Letter 138-E, the Advice Letter to propose necessary 
substantive and minor revisions to the SOMAH Program Handbook. 
 
These Substitute Sheets are submitted to correct two pages of the redlined SOMAH Program 
Handbook to: 
 

 Clearly state that the only situation that would trigger reinstatement of the 
application deposit requirement is when a waitlist for SOMAH incentives is 
established. 

 
Accordingly, please replace Pages 72 and 92 of Attachment A to CSE Advice Letter 138-E, the 
Proposed Revised SOMAH Program Handbook (redlined) with these Substitute Sheets. 
 
These Substitute Sheets are being served on all parties who received CSE Advice Letter 138-
E, including members of service list R.14-07-002, A.16-07-015 (consolidated). 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Sephra A. Ninow, J.D. 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
Center for Sustainable Energy® 
 
cc: Leuwam Tesfai, Deputy Executive Director for Energy and Climate Policy 

Service List R.14-07-002, A.16-07-015 (consolidated) 
 
Attachments: Substitute Sheet: Page 72 of Attachment A to CSE Advice Letter 138-E, the Proposed Revised 

SOMAH Program Handbook (redlined) 
  Substitute Sheet: Page 92 of Attachment A to CSE Advice Letter 138-E, the Proposed Revised 

SOMAH Program Handbook (redlined) 
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solar. See Section 2.7, 100% Tenant Economic Benefits Affidavit Requirement for additional information
on tenant benefit.

4.4.2.4 Documentation of Multifamily Low Income Housing Program Eligibility (Track B Projects)
Host Customers in Track B must provide documentation of Multifamily Low Income Housing Program
Eligibility as part of the Reservation Request Package. See Section 4.4.1.2, Documentation of Multifamily
Low Income Housing Program Eligibility and Section 4.4.1.3, Cover Sheet for Multifamily Low Income
Housing Eligibility Documentation for a description of the required documentation and cover sheet.

4.4.2.5 Application Deposit
As of Handbook 6.0, the SOMAH Program no longer requires application deposits in order to receive
reservation approval. The SOMAH PA will only reinstate application deposits should the program need
to restore the mechanism due to evolving program demand. Specifically, reinstatement of Tthe specific
application deposit requirement reinstatement threshold will be triggered by in line with the existence
establishment of a waitlist. Thus, Iif an individual IOU territory reaches the point where the SOMAH PA
must activates a waitlist, the SOMAH PA will simultaneously reinstate activate the application deposit
requirement reinstatement for that territory, for any application that is required to be put into the
“waitlist” status. (i.e., program waitlist) SOMAH Applicants applying for systems 10 kW will be required
to submit an Application Deposit unless the project qualifies to waive the application deposit as a
“priority group” designated by the SOMAH PA. The SOMAH PA reserves the right to adjust priority
groups based on the program needs and/or to remove the opportunity to waive the application deposit
at any point. A record of application deposit requirements of these priority groups and their effective
dates for waiving the application deposit will be posted on CalSOMAH.org. The intention of the
Application Deposit is to ensure projects have been properly planned and vetted, and to prevent
“placeholder” projects that are unlikely to be completed from holding reservations.

The Application Deposit is a standardized amount based on the following system size (kW, CEC AC)
criteria:

Table 6: Application Deposits29

kW kW < Deposit

10 50 $1,250

50 100 $2,500

100 250 $5,000

250 500 $10,000

500 1,000 $20,000

 

29 Table 6 shows the applicable application deposit amounts should the application deposit requirement be
reinstated when a waitlist is established.
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B. Definitions
This section provides a list of definitions of key concepts used in the SOMAH Program Handbook.

Alternating Current (AC):
Electric current that reverses direction, usually many times per second. AC is the opposite of direct
current (DC). Most electrical generators produce AC. Under the SOMAH program, PV electric output
calculations must always be made using the CEC AC rating standards which include inverter DC to AC
conversion losses.

Applicant:
Entity, either the Host Customer, System Owner, or third party designated by the Host Customer, that
submits the initial SOMAH application.

Application Deposit (if applicable):
An Application Deposit is required for applications that enter the program during an active waitlist or
are placed into a waitlist status by the SOMAH PA once the SOMAH Reservation Request has been
submitted for all projects greater than or equal to 10 kW. The Application Deposit is a standardized
amount based on system size criteria and is refundable, in general, when the Project is completed and
the incentive is paid, or before the application receives the Reservation Approval Notice. Cancelled or
withdrawn applications that are not resubmitted will forfeit the Application Deposit (if applicable).
Details on application deposits will be posted to calsomah.org along with waitlist information when a
waitlist is active.

Azimuth:
Horizontal angular distance between the vertical plane containing a point in the sky and true south. All
references to azimuth within the SOMAH Program, unless expressly stated otherwise, refer to true, not
magnetic, azimuth. For calculating an EPBB incentive, all proposed PV systems with a true azimuth
orientation between 180 degrees and 270 degrees, facing south, southwest and west, will be compared
to a reference system with the same orientation as the proposed system.

Calendar Days:
All dates and schedules in SOMAH are measured in calendar days, which include all days of the week.

California Energy Commission (CEC):
California’s primary energy policy and planning agency. Created in 1974 and headquartered in
Sacramento, the Commission has responsibility for activities that include forecasting future energy
needs, promoting energy efficiency through appliance and building standards, and supporting
renewable energy technologies.

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC or Commission):
The CPUC regulates a number of industries, including the electric utility industry, that impact public well
being. Among other activities, the CPUC establishes service standards and safety rules and authorizes
rate changes. In CPUC Decision (D.) 17 12 022, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
established the SOMAH program.  



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

 

Order Instituting Rulemaking to Develop a
Successor to Existing Net Energy Metering
Tariffs Pursuant to Public Utilities Code
Section 2827.1, and to Address Other
Issues Related to Net Energy Metering.

RULEMAKING 14 07 002
(Filed July 10, 2014)

And Related Matter. Application 16 07 015

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of these Substitute Sheets for CSE

Advice Letter 138 E, on all known parties of record in this proceeding by delivering a copy via

email to the current service list for R.14 07 002, A.16 07 015 (consolidated).

Executed on December 14, 2022, in San Diego, CA.

Sephra A. Ninow, J.D.
Director, Regulatory Affairs
Center for Sustainable Energy®
3980 Sherman St., Suite 170
San Diego, CA 92110
Tel: (858) 244 1177
sephra.ninow@energycenter.org
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