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the evidence in greater detail, those materials are preserved at SDG&E’s evidence locker for at 
least five years as required by Rule 19 and can be made available to SED upon request.   
 
Moreover, the 14 utility poles that were placed in the bin included 1 steel and 13 wood poles.   
Each pole experienced various levels of damage due to the fire.  To make the area safe, restore 
service and comply with the requirements of Assembly Bill No. 332, that outlines the 
management standards for storage, transport and disposal of treated wood waste, the poles 
were resized (as appropriate) and placed into proper containment for transport to SDG&E’s 
evidence locker.  Specifically, Assembly Bill 332, requires treated wood waste to be stored so it 
does not contact soil and can be covered to protect from precipitation.  See Bill Text - AB-332 
Hazardous waste: treated wood waste: management standards. (ca.gov).   
 
In conclusion, SDG&E does not agree that it is in violation of General Order 95 Rule 19, in its 
cooperation with Commission staff during its investigation of this incident or the collection and 
handling of the physical evidence collected following the Border 32 Fire. 
 
SDG&E Response to Violation 2 
Violation 2 concludes that “SDG&E did not maintain annual patrol inspection records in the SAP 
System for some of its poles, and that it did not specify the equipment inspected in its patrol 
inspection records in 2018.”   
 
While SDG&E does admit that the data request response did contain some errors, we do have 
those patrol records and apologize for the mistake.  Below are further details regarding the 
errors made in the original response. 
 
As part of Data Request SED-01 Question 7, SDG&E provided patrol records for the last five 
years (2018-2022) for the 14 poles affected by the Border 32 Fire with the exception of a 
missing record for P873035 for year 2018 that was inadvertently omitted.   
 
In addition, we noted in our response that there was a technical error where a script did 
accurately write the individual pole numbers located in the “Functional Location” map area into 
the “Description” section of the record.  This error occurred for the following poles and years: 
 
P873040 – 2021 
P873042 – 2021 
P874585 –2021 
P873039 – 2021, 2019 
P873041 – 2021 
P873035 – 2019 
P175963 – 2021 
P971188 – 2021 
 
With that said, our SAP record-keeping system for patrol inspections is organized by “area,” 
identified as the “Functional Location,” rather than by equipment, which is in compliance with 
General Order 165 Part III(C) which states “For all inspections, records shall specify the circuit, 
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area, facility or equipment inspected, the inspector, the date of the inspection, and any 
problems…” (emphasis added).   
 
So, while there was a system error listing the pole numbers in the Description text box in SAP, 
the record still includes the inspector, the date of the inspection and the area inspected.    
 
SDG&E does understand that this may have been confusing to the investigators reviewing the 
data request submittal, but we did not realize there were any concerns regarding the 
completeness of the patrol records until we received this NOV.  To resolve this issue, we have 
included the screenshot for the one record mistakenly omitted as Attachment A.  In addition, 
we compiled a patrol inspection report at the equipment level, rather than the area for the 14 
poles for 2018-2022 and provided that as Attachment B to this letter.  We hope this additional 
information and clarification sufficiently resolves the Violation 2 finding and apologize for the 
errors and confusion in our original data request response. 
 
SDG&E would appreciate if SED could review this response and reconsider the two Violation 
findings.   
 
Please let us know if a meeting would help resolve any remaining questions or concerns from 
your incident investigators. 

         
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

 
Manager, Electric Assets & Compliance 
 
 

 
 
 
cc:     Leslie Palmer, CPUC 

Chris Lee, CPUC 
Ed Pike, CPUC 
Layla Labagh, CPUC 
Irene Moosen, CPUC 
Amy Yip-Kikugawa 
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