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Summary of Inspection Findings 
2017 Gas Distribution Pipeline Integrity Management Program (IMP) of Southwest Gas 

Corporation (SWG) from December 12 through 15, 2017 
 

I. SED Identified Probable Violations 
 
None 

II. Concern and Recommendation 
 
SED reviewed SWG’s DIMP risk assessment matrix and found that the population density and 
pipe diameter were considered as risk factors. The risk matrix should consider two factors: 
frequency (likelihood of problems occurring in the future) and consequences (the effect of a 
pipeline failure on individuals or populations, property, or the environment). SED recommends 
that SWG should review the program to determine if adequate information exists to perform risk 
evaluation that will consider all applicable threats, threat attributes, and all applicable 
consequence factors when calculating the risk (Likelihood X Consequences) for each pipeline 
segment to ensure effective implementation of distribution pipeline integrity management. 
 
SWG’s Response: 

Southwest Gas agrees that the risk matrix should consider only the like hood of failure (LOF) 
and the consequence of failure (COF) to calculate the risk (LOF X COF) = Risk). Southwest Gas 
will eliminate the risk category for pipe diameter and will rename population density to “leak 
risk II”. The current leak history risk will be renamed to “leak Risk I”. The changes will more 
accurately describe the risk being considered as both categories are looking at risk based on 
leakage considering different consequences (leak severity and class s location) for similar 
likelihoods of failure (Leak rate). These changes will be reflected in September 2018, Operations 
manual release. 
 
SED’s Conclusion: 
 
SED has reviewed SWG’s response and accepts the corrective actions that it has articulated and 
implemented. However, SED may review the records of the corrective action during future 
inspections 


