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Water Rights 
The proposed project has two main problems with water rights.  1) The boundary between 
the “Seaside Basin” and “Salinas Basin” is not realistic.  2) There is too much uncertainty in 
the chemistry and water table impacts of the slant wells.   
 

1) Conflicting language in the Agency Act 
The "Agency Act," the founding document of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
(MCWRA) states in section 9.d.3 that a power of the agency is to: 
 

 
The “Agency” is the “county” Agency, not the “Salinas Groundwater Basin” Agency, so the 
intent of this language is to preserve the “county’s” water resources.   
 
Amplifying the same point, the Agency Act states in 9.d.1 that it has the power to: 

 
However, the focus of the water rights discussion has been the statement in the same 
document under Section 9.u: 
 

 
However, as argued below, the Seaside and Salinas groundwater basisn are the same rocks, 
accessing the same waters. 
 

2) The Seaside Basin and Salinas Basin are the same basin 
 
The Seaside Basin and Salinas River Basin share the same water (Figures Below).  There is 
no physical geological barrier to groundwater flow between the basins.  Water flows to one 
set of pumps or another strictly based upon pressure gradients, not a physical divide.  The 
current delineation between the Seaside Basin and Salinas groundwater basin is ridge in the 
water table.  Water on the north side flows to the Salinas basin and water on the south of 
the ridge flows to the Seaside basin.  The ridge is a relict of unsustainable groundwater use 
in both regions (Figures Below).  The overuse has dropped the water table down around 
wells, leaving a ridge under Fort Ord lands.  The ridge is can move, based upon which side 
uses more water.  It is an ephemeral feature that should not be used to legaly define water 
basins. 
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