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Question BIO-16:

Biological Resources 

BIO-16 Tree Preservation (p. 4.4-115). Riverside County and San Bernardino County each have 
tree preservation policies or ordinances applicable on unincorporated lands. Please identify the 
portions of the project route where those policies or ordinances would apply. 
We recognize that tree inventories are not yet complete and additional data on tree removal will 
be submitted in June 2014. To further support the environmental analysis, please provide 
estimates of the number of native trees that may be removed or damaged when the data is 
submitted. 

Response to Question BIO-16:

Attached are copies of the tree preservation ordinances applicable to unincorporated lands within 
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. 

Attached Ordinance No. 559 Regulating the Removal of Trees (Riverside County), 

Section 1 states, "No person shall remove any living native tree on any parcel or 
property greater than one-half acre in size, located in an area above 5,000 feet in 
elevation and within the unincorporated area of the County of Riverside, without first 
obtaining a permit to do so, unless exempted by the provisions of Section 4 of this 
ordinance."

Ordinance No. 559 does not apply to the WOD Upgrade Project as the project is not 
located in an area above 5,000 feet elevation within the unincorporated area of the 
County of Riverside. Furthermore, Section 4, Exemptions, states the provisions of this 
ordinance do not apply to, "c. Any activities conducted by a public utility, subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission or any other constituted public agency, 
where, to construct and maintain safe operation of facilities under their jurisdiction, 
trees are removed, pruned, topped, or braced."

Attached Ordinance No. 499 Relating to Encroachments In County Highways (Riverside 

County), Section 4, Tree Removal, states, "No person, firm, corporation, public district, 
public  agency or political subdivision shall remove or severely trim any tree planted in 
the right of way  of any County highway without first obtaining a permit from the County 
Transportation Director  to do so. Such permit shall be issued without fee, if the County 
Transportation Director is  satisfied that such removal or trimming is in the public 
interest or is necessary for the  improvement of the right of way or the construction of 
improvements on adjacent land. He  may impose such conditions as he deems 
reasonable or necessary, including requirements for the work to be done only by a 



qualified tree surgeon or tree trimmer actually engaged in that business, and for bond, 
insurance or other security to protect person and property from injury or damage. The 
provisions limiting trimming of trees shall not apply to any public utility maintaining 
overhead power of communication lines pursuant to franchise, where necessary to  
prevent interference of a tree with such installation. A permit for removal of a tree may 
be conditioned upon its relocation or replacement by one or more other trees of a kind or 
type to be specified in the permit."

Attached San Bernardino County Development Code Chapter 88.01 Plant Protection and 

Management, more specifically Section 88.01.020, Applicability, states, "The provisions 
in this Chapter apply to the removal or relocation of regulated trees or plants and to any 
encroachment (for example, grading) within the protected zone of a regulated tree or 
plant on all private land within the unincorporated areas of the County and on public 
lands owned by the County, unless otherwise specified. Nothing in this Chapter shall 
relieve nor be interpreted to exempt a development from complying with the applicable 
State or Federal laws and regulations."  Additionally, Section 88.01.030, Exempt 
Activities, states, "The provisions in this Chapter... shall not apply to the removal or 
regulated trees or plants that may occur in the following situations... (c) Public Utilities. 
Removal by a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission 
or any other constituted public agency, including franchised cable TV, where to 
establish or maintain safe operation of facilities under their jurisdiction, trees are 
pruned, topped, or braced.... (m) Oak Woodlands. Projects shall be exempt from the 
conditions for mitigation the conversion of oak woodland required in Subsection 
88.01.050(e) (Native Tree or Plant Removal Permits Conditions of approval) if 
undertaken in compliance with a Natural Community Conservation Plan or subarea plan 
within an NCCP."

Based on the information provided above, SCE would identify the limited areas where such 
ordinances may be applicable and would provide an estimate to the CPUC in August 2014 of the 
number of native trees that may be removed or damaged as a result of the WOD Upgrade 
Project.
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